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The question in the plebiscite was of equal concern 

to all cltiaens of Canada. The result is a national expression 
of view on a national issue. It should be so viewed in all 
its aspects. In all of the provinces, and for that matter, 
in every constituency, affirmative and negative votes were 
oast. The vote was taken in a democratic fashion. It will 
be recognised throughout the oountry that, in a democracy, 
the will of the majority ehould prevail.

The vote in the plebiscite shows that the people 
generally recognize that the war has taken a course wliioh 
was altogether unforeseen; that conditions wholly unexpected 
may yet arise, and that, in consequence, there should be no 
restriction upon the freedom of the Government apart from
its constitutional responsibility to Parliament^ {in the 

plebiscite, the electors were not called upon to vote for or 
against the Government. The result, therefore, Is not to be 
construed as a vote for any political party. In fact, the 
plebiscite was selected by the Government precisely because it 
afforded the best known means of obtaining on expression of the 
views of the people on a specific question, regardless of 
political parties, or party considerations.

As, in some quarters, an effort has been madey since 
the plébiscitante Interpret the result as a mandate for


