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0 ,etc., were made higher «o that it 

the farmer wants to reap the bene­
fit he should go into the drug busi­
ness." . '

l 9WÊÊI .,
Rftjrass msz %«V"r, îsskü-œ *5,».“ areiKi æ s
government had reduced it ia one . 5er c*n‘- 'This is why so
rear by 85 milUone, but as a re- 0U.LJLeî,>1* *f* leaving."suit of the war the debt had ÎÎ? “• uhitedltMee!" M “ *** 
grown to two billion, three hundred •‘There is business stagnation and million dollars. “Sight hundred «*£ of bu.ta*sT es^anmo “Û*e5Sy 
millions Were spent since the war t0 **»• vacillating and in-
for purposes of soldiers’ civil re- ,? V,?* government,
establishment. - oi^S*r î-*-4,

The speaker warmly repudiated PMgfosalv?*. The pwpwTare^elv- 
the charge that the Conservatives üy tè*ed to buy the hotel in Paris, 
had squandered money during the , ,r J?**h Priced unnecessary 
war. TherS was less wasted than ~!t,™l^.T?,rontoUi®. r*P*lr break- 
in any country engaged in war iî1 CaPo Btaton, to win aThe United States tithe war, one" ging wha?f'in "l<orthUEUs5i b<The« 
third of its duration, wasted nearly was twenty miiitOqp voted" in\he 
as much M Canada spéfit on thé «Upplèmentary estimates for pure 
war altogether. In the main. In er rather impure politics; »40,oooasaipM smt EEfXH
the money spent And the mistakes since." 
were trffliitg.

"There fs no dottbt that the 
| charges oi scandal made by the 
opponents of the Conservative-gov­
ernment, at a time whan the people 
were at a high tension hid «orne 
effect in turning hundreds and 
thousands of votes. “I wonder,” 
said Mr. Meighen, “how thinking 
people regard the situation today:
Canada's per capita debt today is 
less than any nation that went 
through the war..

’Tor three years of the war the 
Liberals did net ask for investi­
gation Into waste or graft. It is 
true that the Publie Accounts Com­
mittee held an investigation, but 

jlnere bas not been a sentence of 
evidence to prove charges of 
alleged waste, extravagance or 
graft, despite the tornado of in­
nuendoes scattered throughout the 
last campaign.” \
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’POUCHING on the purchase of 
,7 .the hotel for the C. N. J»„ Mr. 
Meighen said that Mr. Graham at­
tempted to explain the charge that 
the government had made an ille­
gal expenditure, by declaring, that 
they had deposited two millions In 
the Bank of Toronto, and the latter 
hhd sent over to Paris two millions 

Its own money and the transaction 
carried olit in the name of an 

outside party. Whether legal or- 
not, why spend millions for the 
hotel when money is needed for 
widening the railway in Prince 
Bdward island and building Up the 
terminals in St. John and Halifax T 

The Allegation that the late 
Government wm responsible for the 
railway deficits, because It national­
ised the railways, was then taken 
up by Mr. Mëirhen. He said he 
would take the reepooaibfllty. If 
need be, for Such nationalization; 
he would make no apology for htt 
action. He told of the millions 
which hie government had paid to 
keep certain Of these railways 
from collapsing. When the notes 
which had been- signed when- the 
Liberals were in power became due 
were not paid, .the Conservative 
government, finding the railways 
were unable to finance themselves, 
took possession of the roads. By 
taking over all the railways • and 
securing a unity of control, 
road was able to help the other. 
Instead- of diverting part of Its traf­
fic to the C. P. R. Tf the Liberal# 
think nationalisation of the rail­
ways is all wrong why not sen 
them?” he asked. “Sir Lomsr 
Gouin said he was going to sell 
them and In this way gained sixty 
seats In Quebec. If they have the 
courage to sell the road, let them 
do so. or let them denationalise 
them," said Mr. Meighen. "It will 
be - a long time before they do it.
If they want to have ns deficits, let 
them close down railway a built 
thirty years before their- time, let 
the farmers starve and1 towns go- te 
wreck and ruin.”--
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Jf8, MEIGHEN then took up the 
statement made by the present 

Premier during the. election regard­
ing the piles of munitions, “four 

, fs*t hjgh,’ which he had seen In 
i the Quebec docks. He referred also 
to the letter Mr. King had written 
him on the subject. High explosives 
had been brought from England. It 
was made to appear that a great 
scandal was unearthed, but it was 
wild and dishonest allegation. An 
investigation was held. Witnesses 
were brought from all over Canada. 
They all said the same thing as ap- 
peamd in my letter of explanation," 
paid Mr. Meighen. "These munitions 
were the overflow returned by Great 
Britain to Canada. This country 
“fd paid her share towards them. 
Sir Edward Kempt had sold a large 
amount of equipment, motor trucks 
horses; in England, when the mar­
ket was at its highest t* much ad­
vantage and saved millions to Can- ada.
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In closing, Mr. Meighen said that 
his party would face the next 
test with joyful anticipation. He 
predieted the defeat of the present 
geeernment that had nothing but a 
recoil of vacillation and failure, 
without capacity or spirit to get
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The speech, which lasted for over 
an hour, was confined entirely to 
Dominion politics.

Ho». J. D. Stewart, the new Con­
servative. Premier-elect, was chair­
man of the meeting.

Tonight Mr. Meighen was ban- 
quetted at the Victoria Hotel by 
prominent Conservatives, including 
the newt* elected members- of the 
Provincial Legislature. This after­
noon he spoke at the Rotary Club 
tunehei j. He will remain . on the 
Island over the week-end.

A certain amount of munitions 
that Britain could not use were re­
turned to this country, where they 
were needed for practice, and the 
country was saved the expense of 
manufacturing them.”

Mr- Meighen maintained that the 
committee of investigation did not 

ih-. Kthe man*ln*« to make a flnd- 
ÎT5’ ,*?ooau#Mhe farmer government 
VCUld have been completely exonor- 
ated and it would have been shown 
that the transaction was fair and 
honorable, an amendment to this 
«feet having- been moved by the 
Progressives on the committee, hut 
voted down by the Liberal majority. 
Hon. Osons P. Graham admitted 
thb session that the munition* were 
needed in Canada and the present 
Government brought over another 
shipload last summer.
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. . *. ;. ;• ;CR. Meighen scored the govern- 
ment for mahjpg parliamentary 

reductions in rates going back to 
pre-war days, simply to pleabe the 
Progressives. There Was . no • need 

■ of re-eetabllshlng the Crow’s Neat 
'Pass Agreement, and thua prevent­
ing a reduction fn rate* hi thp 
Maritime provinces.

•T come from the West,” he said, 
“and it might he popular there to 
advocate reduction of rater for the 
West, but I represent the whole of
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TMIE speaker also . charged that, 

despite their pre-election de-1
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