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The other side of art

by Stephen Shay

alifax’s newest art
gallery may change
the way you think

about art.

Vintage clothing, art posters,
books, magazines, and small col-
lectables of the type you might
find in your grandmother's attic
are all considered art in this
gallery.

“We'd like to change the way
people view art. Artisall things,”
says Other ART co-owner Kris
Rogers.

You tend to see what Rogers
believes when looking around
the store. Quality colour separa-
tions of 1930s postcards. The
vibrance of a late 70s Joni Mit-
chell tour poster. The craft
behind a seemingly simple cast-
glass vase.

Two fashionable young
women have just left the store
and Rogers philosophically spec-
ulates that even haircuts and the
way we dress can be considered
art forms. “Art shouldn't be
limited by what the established
art galleries define as art. We
have to be more open-minded
than that,” she says.

Longtime residents of the
North End, both Rogers and her
partner, Brenda Keddy, feel they
have something they can offer
both the local art community
and the local residents.

“We want to be an outlet for
yowhg local artists, but it's just
as important to have the local
community exposed to this sort
of gallery. Maybe they will start
to look at things differently and
maybe even gain more pride in
our community,” says Rogers.

“We're not out to change the
cultural heritage,” explains
Keddy. “We just want to blend in
with what's already here.”

And when you look at what is
there you tend to agree. Gottin-
gen Street is changing. Once
lined with fashionable shops
like the New York Dress Salon,
the street had faded to pawn
shops, taverns, and low-income

Two women. A vision. A door.Other art.

housing. Now, Gottingen
appears to be in a revitalization
period. Old junk shops are clos-
ing and new shops quickly open
in their place.

Located between an old book-
store that dabbles in antiques
and a trendy-looking architect’s
office, it seems an obvious loc-
tion for a storefront gallery. Non-
etheless, Other ART is the first
gallery in recent memory to
locate in the North End.

In keeping with the commun-
ity approach, the co-owners have
put out a call for local Black
artists to exhibit their work at
Other ART. The North End is
home to most of Halifax's large
Black community.

Works now on display — and
for sale — at Other ART include
pottery by Joan Bruneau, t-shirts
by Zab, and jewellery by New
England artist Anne Taintor as
well as local sculpture, photo-
graphs, paintings and collages.
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“It's great to have a good var-
iety of art forms represented. We
hope to import some works from
other cities as well and maybe
even host some poetry readings,”
says Rogers.

Plans are already on the can-
vas for a politicized art show
centring on the theme of
Remembrance Day.

And while the traditional art
forms are represented, Rogers
admits, “The collectables ar our
bread and butter.” A high tur-
nover rate on the collectables
may indicate the prices are right
for the adventurous bargain
hunter.

“After all, we do have to make
a living,” chuckles Rogers.
Other ART, 2094 Gottin-
gen Street.
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Computerland *

Faculty & Student
Discount Price

$1850.00 *
IBM Personal System/2

Model 25

— Serlal, parallel, pointing device port,
audio earphone connector and MCGA
graphics

— 64 shades of grey monochrome monitor

— 8086 Microprocessor

— Clock speed — 8 MHz
— 512 Kb standard RAM
— Dual 720 Kb floppy drive

Optional Accessory Pack

— I|BM DOS Version 3.3
— Flip 'n File diskette holder
— Box of 10 floppy disketies

Faculty & student discount price
$1 80. 00  * Must provide current university 1.D.

Call Reza Rizvi 420-0599

Computerland *

1717 Grafton Street, Halifax
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WHAT IS A

CAPE BRETON CEILIDH?

It’s Good Times It’s a Party

It’s Live Ceilidh Music with Wildwood
Tuesday Through Saturday from 8 pm

RIS AR B,

It’s Happy Hungry Hour
Jrom 4:30 pm to 9:30 pm

It’s at Trader’s
TRADER’S

in Barrington Place
429-7410

The Clear Seal Poster Store
We have the solution to your bare walls!

** Specialists in Old Movie Posters

1532 Brunswick St., Halifax 422-9264
(just off Spring Garden Rd.)
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