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Letters, con’t

tiensen’s desired goal: history shows that scientists
often share in the prejudices of their time, even in
their area of specialty (cf. The Mismeasure of Man,
Stephen Jay Gould). : e

A more serious omission lies closer to the heart of
Dr. Christiensen’s essay, although it also does not
invalidate his main point.

He notes that many women are unsympathetic
towards male sexuality and towards such manifesta-
tions of its as soft-porn, and ascribes this to a failure of
understanding resulting from the different nature of
their own sexuality, which they naturally assume app-
lies to men as well.

| think that women have good reason to be
unsympathetic to male sexuality. To a man, sex is a
basic drive; the urge to engage in the sexual act is as
basic as hunger or thirst. Assuming that sex is a some-
what less urgent matter for a woman, what are its
consequences for her? Let us ignore consequences of
cultural origin: we will assume we are talking about a
married woman, fully authorized to engage in sex
with her husband.

Between 100 and 5000 years ago, and even now in
many parts of the world, sex means maybe getting
pregnant. Getting pregnant meant hours of excruciat-
ing agony . .. and a very real chance of death.

The question, therefore, is not whether or not
women have a lower sex drive. The question is
whether or not any woman in her right mind would
submit herself to sexual intercourse . .. unless she had
no choice.

The history of women’s oppression has been the
story of men’s efforts to make sure they had no cho-
ice. Basically, two strategies were used:

a) Women could be “drafted” into marriage, say
while they were 12-year-old girls, with no oppor-
tunity to withhold consent, or

b) Women could be systematically denied economic
opportunity, having no opportunity to feed them-
selves except by satisfying men, either by marriage
or through the ‘oldest profession’.

Thus, while Islamic countries seem very backwards
in their treatment of women, as they rely upon the
direct strategy (a) unlike squeamish Anglo-Saxons,
under Islam women have long enjoyed the right to
own property and run businesses, rights which are
only decades old in our part of the world.

Can a natural, innate drive be “bad”? Having
desires that are innate, and not of one’s own volition,
cannot be a morally culpable act. But a natural desire
can still be problematical: i.e., a sweet tooth in a
world where sugar can only be produced by oppress-
ing and starving the poor. (No, I'm sure that Frances
Moore Lappe is aware of the sugar beet industry; this
is just an illustrative and hypothetical example.)

Therefore, it is not feasible to raise the male sex
drive to the same level as other healthy, innocent
natural desires in its repute. its negative consequen-
ces are all too real for this to happen.

Yours sincerely,
John Savard

BFA fame

After reading Suzanne Lundrigan’s article in the
Sept. 17 issue of The Gateway, | feel obliged to offer
my own kudos to the Fine Arts Department.

I'am not presently, nor have | ever been, involved
with that department and am therefore not in a posi-
tion to comment on the course content or level of
instruction. | do, however, have first-hand knowl-
edge regarding the products of this program.

Since first coming to Edmonton several years ago |
have attended a lot of live theatre (this certainlyis the
place for it) and | frequently find that those people
whose work | most admire, be it on the stage or
behind the scenes, turn out to be University of
Alberta BFA graduates. For me, one of the best exam-
ples of this was Northern Light Theatre’s production of
The Bacchae last season.

There can be no question that the quality of life in
Alberta’s capital is enhanced by the presence of these

people but, unfortunately, not everybody can see
this. Unless the citizens and government of Edmon-
ton wake up to this fact, an increasing number of U of
A-trained actors, musicians, set designers, directors,
and playwrites will be forced to leave. It will be a
shame, but it will be what we deserve.

Laura Winopol
Department of Physics

Abortion appeal

Dear co-worker:

Since opening in November, 1984, we have by the
Grace of God and the prayers and love of many
counselled nearly 500 women.

And in keeping with the teachings of the Church
and the best interests of both Mother and Child, we
offer all the possible alternatives to the “unspeakable
crime” of abortion.

Our work is a tough apostolate; we are NOT social
workers. This is why we must pray DAILY, esp. the
Rosary and the Mass.

Why not send us $100.00 to buy pregnancy tests for
six (6) weeks?

Or $300.00 to pay for our Yellow Pages ad for one
month?

Or $50.00 to buy our Centre coffee and juice for
one month?

Thank you for your generosity in advance.

Yours in the Holy Family,
Gerard Liston
New Director, Co-Workers for Human Life

P.S. We will be issuing tax-deductible receipts for
1985.

Ouch!

TO: Fditor-in-Chief, Suzette C. Chan
FROM: Education Student’s Association

Executive Members — 1985-86
RE: Headline Quotation
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Those who can’t do, ...those who can’t teach,

teach...

teach gym.
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If you can read this, thank a teacher!
If you read this paper — blame yourself!

Executive Members,
Education Student’s Association

Letters to the editor should be no more than 250
words long, typed (or at least neatly written), and
include the writer’s name and program to be printed.
The Gateway reserves the right to edit for libel and
length.

2 cactii and three nines

by Beckers and Stech

# NOW IN ITS THIRD PRINTING!

MAKING SENSE

MAKING SENSE

a student’s gutda s writiig and siyle

The first al/l-Canadian
guide to writing for
university students in
all disciplines.

. practical
. readable

. compact
. $5.95, Paperbound

Improve your essays, pick

up one today.

By Margot Northey
Professor of English
University of Toronto

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

A CAREER
AS A CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANT

Today, the chartered accountant is a
valued business advisor. Intricate tax laws,
new corporate legislation, and the fast
pace of decision-making, challenge the CA
to use his or her skills to the fullest.
Clarkson Gordon, with 23 offices across
Canada, employs more university
graduates training as CAs than any other
accounting firm. As a member of Arthur
Young International, with operations in 66
countries, we are global in scope. Discuss
career opportunities with Clarkson
Gordon representatives on campus
October 28—30/85.

Arrangements should be made
through your Student Placement Office
prior to October 9/85.

aoa
Clarkson Gordon

A MEMBER OF ARTHUR YOUNG INTERNATIONAL

GMAT

(Law School (Graduate Management
Admission Test) Admission Test)

Accepting registrations now for LSAT & GMAT
weekend test preparation classes.

LSAT

(gCXtOﬂ CALL CALGARY
Educational y'  218-6070 ““"Sﬁﬁi’"‘"‘ﬂ? c:a{;'é’t:
Centers ” 8 am - 10 pm

Students” Union J

GINCE |IT 1S ONE OF THE
SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK,
MUNGO 15 ON THE PROWL]

wow! LooK AT THE HooTERS
~ ON THAT
NS

HI BABY , 1M muNgo!
7'M TARZANNE

NICE NAME ! AS A
MATTER OF FACT,EVERY -
THING ABOVT YDU IS NICE—
YouR POTTY EYES YoUuR
LusciovsS LIS, AND  OF
COURSE, Your  LovELY
STRAW-LIKE HAIR !

THANK You , YOU'RE
VERY CHARMIN Gr

Ui S

MoST OF ALL HOWEVER, T
LOVE Ypur [ON(r ,STquH*r
NON- CURVACEOUS BoDY —
You'VE GUT A KNOCkOUT
FIGURE /| — TeLL Me TAR-
ZANNE - How DO You Do IT/?)
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RECORDS
CORRECTION

The Gateway incorrectly printed the price

of Bruce Springsteen’s album ““Born to -
Run” at $4.95.

The correct price is $7.50.

We apologize for any inconvenience this
mistake may have caused.

Tuosday. September 24, 1953
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