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On Cleaning One's House
Tuesday, Feb. 9, we publisbed an

editorial entitled "Time to 'Clean
House'."

The implications of the editorial
seem to have struck a tender spot.
It is a moot point whether the re-
action to the "implications" justifies
the editorial or flot.

The fact that executive action was
taken on an issue flot particularly
implied in the editorial (before its
publication), and that this action has
been pointed to as evidence the cx-
ecutive is acting in good faith (sec
page one story), is flot central to the
issue.

A full scale inquiry of one or two
instances of questionable behaviour,
or as Francis Saville stated, a "witch-
hunt," wvas not the intent of the edi-
tonial.

The editorial was not aimed at one,
or any, individuals. It was aimed at
thc entire structure under which
many Students' Union projects pre-
sently cxist. To be specifie, the or-
ganization of Freshman Introduction
Week, Varsity Gucst Weekend, and
the SUB expansion project. lend
themselves to abuses of one kind or
another.

The editorial was not aimed at so
called "petty abuses," for they exist
in any operation the magnitude of
the Students' Union. Furthermore,
it is bard to legislate against such
abuses; and more important, "petty
abuses" arc very bard to detect and
more difficuit to prove. Perhaps
some controls are necessary in this
area, bowever.

Nor did the editorial intend to pic-
turc the Students' Union as a basic-
ally corrupt. graft-ridden, organiza-
tion. Such an assertion would be
sheer nonsense.

Students involvcd in responsible
positions must be given the means to
have integrity, to be worthy of trust.

Few, if any, students are iikely to
jeopardize their entire future for a

Wc wonder how much value model
parliament campaigns are.

It is verv doubtful whethcr any
of the weeks activibies resuit în even
momentary participation by many
students in political discussion.

The campaign. on the other hand,
would seei tn o be ain exercise in futil-
ity. Most students will roake their
choice on the hasts of prcdetermincd
attitudes~ and prejudict's.

It is unfortunate that ail parties,
wiJI in tbe end be judgcd on the in-.
eptitudes of the national parties,
whom they represent. The suc'ý
or failure of the national or provin-

few dollars, or some trivial remuner-
ation of whatevcr kind.

The fact there hasn't been any, or
more, abuse is not an indication the
present procedures are adequate, it
mcrcly indicates students have cx-
hibitcd commendable integrity in
carrying out their duties.

The executive excrcised good
judgînent in referring the present
instance of "questionable activity" to
the Discipline, Interpretation, and
Enforcement Committee. Howcver,
the objective of such action should
not be to blackcn permanently the
reputation of one, or a fcw, persons.
The goal must be broader; it must be
aimed at limiting or eliminating the
possibility of a recurrence of such
behavior.

Moreover, the question is not
whcther or not certain practices are
legal or illegal, whether certain ac-
tions constitute maîpractice or abuse
of privilege, it is whether these. prac-
tices are desirable or advisable, it is
wbether or not some- internai con-
trol should be institutcd to check or
prevent them.

In view of the present reorganiza-
ti(>n of the Students' Union made
nccessary to meet the dcmands of a
ncw Students' Union Building, wc
suggest the question of possible a-
buse of priviieges, positions, and
knowledge should be incorporated in
this study. Possible questions: how
much independence do we, and
should wc, allow individuals delegat-
cd authority by Students' Council or
its affiliated organizations? What are
the lines of authority witbîn the Un-
ion?

Is it not time a fresh look at the
internai structure of the Students'
Union, and its subordinate organiza-
tions, was undertaken?

Let us not, howcver, sacrifice one
unfortunate individual and think we
have purged the Union of any, and
ail, avenues of abuse.

cial parties should not be the critenia
for the choice of any party.

Within the philosophical limita-
tions any party aliegiance irnplies,
each party attcmpts bo formulate a
poiicy it fecîs meets the demands of
our preserit situation. This policy
sbould be the hasis of judgiînent.
Other considerations shouid be sec-
ondary.

We doubt if .iny of the few who
vt>te wili do so on the basis of the
platfornis prcsented by cacb party.
In other words, are modei parlia-
ment carnpaigns mrely popularity
contests entirely predîctabie fromn re-
cent Gallop poils?

"HEY GEORGE, DO YOU OWE SOME FINES AT CAMERON LIBRARY?"

BruceFerrier
Less Undercover Than On

-~On Book Covers
I hear that Radio Society has ac-

quired a new stereopbonic porno-
graph on which to play its classical
sexophone records.

Sex, since its invention a few years
ago by Madison Avenue copywriters,
bas taken over a good portion of the
popular market.

Market researcb in a well-fre-
quented bookstore reveals that out
of twenty-four "new releases," four-
teen are not on sex, but we assume
that tbey are intended for cbildren or
elderly spinsters.

Titles are sometimes deceiving
tbough. 1 was unsure about the con-
tents o f The Power of Positive
Thinking, until I saw Becoming a
Mather right next to it. Somebow
Russel's Our Knowledge of the Ex-
ternal World had slipped into the dis-
play, right beside Muscle Beach
Part y.

Just the covers were interesting
to read. There was the occasional
"superb," but, more often, "shatter-
ing and passionate." Topics ranged
f rom "heartwarming" through "pas-
sion and intrigue" to "lesbian love
slave."

There was the occasional critical
comment also. Tbey went from
"bestselling author" and "heroic" to,
more often, "intimate, sensational
and unexpurgated."

Some covers bad a brief summary
of the contents. One seemed parti-
culanly topical:

A college town blazes with suspic-
ion and fcar when. a prof essor's book
is called obscene . . and becomes the
center of bitter courtroom contro-
vers y.

Most come-ons, however, were
more blunt:

Thorn Smith's sexiest nove 1.
Books are not the only item found

in today's popular bookstore, of
course. Magazines of every variety
arc available for anyone with
stomach enougb to get through them.

Oh, there are some for the con-
noisseur-if you happen to like
boats, cars, guns, bi-fis, cameras,
skiing, or horses. There is one on
muscle-building, sub-titled "How I
buiît 201/ inch arms," which assumes
tbat the reader knows whether this
is lengtb or circumference.

Probably most of the sales are
made in the same area as for books,
however. For example, I beard a
13-year-old girl exclaim ecstatically,
"For Teens Only!-that's me. If I
can't read For Men Only lIl read
For Teens Only."

I include the titles of several other
publications in this class for compari-
son purposes: Laffboy ("tbe topless,
bottomnless swimsuit"), Dude, Escap-
ade, Truc, Man, Gent, Rogue.

But the magazine rack is not given
over completely to this sort of litera-
turc. Tbere are other publications
intended for the fairer, weaker sex,
no doubt full of elevating material:
Truc Romnance, Truc Love, Tr'ue
Story, Truc Lif e Secrets.

The only fitting comment to make
on all this is contained in what pass-
ed between the bookstore owner and
me. (The owner, I migbt insert,
takes what he gets from the supplier
and keeps what will sell-it isn't his
fault.)

He asked me what I was doing,
and I told him I was gathering in-
formation for an article. Was it al
right with him? Well, yes, he said,
"cas long as it isn't for that contro-
versial publication Eclge."

Exercise In Futility?


