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Y ASSISTANTS NATURAL. HISTORY
A Camnera', Study of the Sea Lion

By BONNYCASTLýE DALE,
long the ibospitable coast line of Cape
ttery, along with the bigh. cliffs and
ged reef shores of Vancouiver Island, in
Gulf of Georgia, 1in the Straits of juan
the more sheltered Puget 'Sound yau

s big brownish animal plunging and
1he true Sea Lion witb tbe stiff, bony

the Chinese use for toath-picks, stand-
a bristling moustache.

istant Fritz, boylike, felt slighted, be-
ugh I had often pictured him as belping

of arrangîng and -dissecting My sub-
ýver bad liad a free hand in the taking
s and ini forming the picture groups, Sa,

seemed to stare me in the face, 1 let bini
in way.
Ehe burst out, 111 have ridden bronchas
andivwe always rode the colts we catch
h. Yes, and I've beeni an a few pigs

Sa, the proper way to picture this
he gave the prostrate Sea Lion a gentle
1l be for me to ride it, s0 get the camera
)beyed.

',He imitated me to the life. Wben
ire soiled with the dissecting, he in-
notes. "It has twenty-one semi-tralis-

ýrs oil pqcrh qi nf the, ;,wi Al.so note

open. "Large, irregular. Neyer uses tooth pow-
der by the yellow colour. Insiders (the lad meant
incisors) long and sharp, four small front teeth and
both j aws chÎuck full of molars. But, say! They
are aill sharp. »Golly I no wonider he can nip haif
a dozen salmon's heads off in as many minutes.
Are you ready? Well, give me that rope. Now
-when I get nicely settled-GO I"-and I snapped
the big machine and show von how Fritz looks on
his odd steed.

We admired the close bwncoat of haïr that
covered the body, the huge hind and fore-flippers.
"Look!1" burst out Fritz. "Why, he's got toe-nails
on bis bind feet. Sce " Each of the finger-like
divisions of the flippers had assuredly a strong nail
or claw sticking out tbrough the leathery substance.

"Kindly observe the short stubby tail, plenti-
fully covered with short, brown hair, and 1 thinik
we will flnd, ýon dloser observation, that it is well
fllled with fatty layers over and about the bones."
Here the merry lad paused and looked so solemn a
young naturalist that I wý,as forced to laugh loud
and long.

"As we were ' reading in those notes on the
Coast Indians about their having this great fat
beast as a totem 1 think it woul'd be well for my
readers,"-here be paused and rolled from off bis
deep sea borse-"if I werc ta form a group show-
ing tbe native Indian in his costume and head-dress
iih hi.q totemn Ihe-iMe him-Y And off the merrv lad

Assumning a student pose, he opened the Indian
history and read: "The dancer b'eing clotbed in bis
blanket, with the great-eyed mask on hiis head, ap-
proacbes bis canoe, pretending not ta see bis totem
tbat lies waiting on the sand beside bim,-Goi"
again the machine clanged) --"suddenly turns and
seats bimself beside or in front of bis totem, then
seizing the bead in bis hands be sings, Qaqaam,
Qaqa, Qaqau -are you- ready? Go!1" 1 took
this picture and ran over and seized the book. The
audacious lad had, improvised tbe entire history,
and not so far wrong either, excepting that be
sang the Raven Song in place of a chant to the Sea
Lion.

The mask is correctly called the Nootka mask,
an-d the position chosen in walking up the beach
wvas copied from an aId illustration, a sketch, show-
ing a young chief returning f rom bis canoe after
landing from a four-days' sojourn in the forest,
where he bathed and rubbed himself with hemlock
branches and sougbt diligently for the spirit of bis
totem, the Sea Lion, that be might get a new name
andl compose a new dance, and later return and
perform it, This is part of the initiation ceremon-
ies in the making of the young man into a chie£
and miember of the far-reaching secret societies of
these Indians.

Now the lad was busily sbarpening a pencil.
"Note!1" be suddenly cried. I was minus bath
notebook an-d pencil 1 "How like a boy ?" he calmly

remrkd. Aay playing when you should be
attending the buies upon which we are engag-
ed. I sbould estimate that this is a female, froni
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