
CANADIAN COURIER.

UKDERSTANDING OUR FOREIGNERS.THE stfangers who are within our gates con-tinue to be "taken in" and bamboozled and
patronized and "missioned" and plundered
and put upon and educated and-everything

but intelligently understood. We will do anything
in the world for them-and to tbem-except set
-our imaginations at work in an effort to find ont
what they are, and why. We just marvel at thein-
that they can actually corne to this Heaven-blessed
country and really sec our superior selves living the
beautiful lives we so easily see ourselves living, and
yet go on being so unlike us as they manage to do.
It is truly beyond words. How obdurate they must
be! Why, we sbould think that one good look at
a Canadian would convince theni that they were
ail wrong where they differed from that "specimen
brick," and set them copying us like s0 many in-
dustrlous rnonkeys.

\yJELI, it doesn't. They pick up our language
YYin such broken fragments as they find rnost

easily masticated; and tbey pick up a living after
the manner of their own kind; and they bave their
quarrels and their pleasures-and they usually -o

exceedingly insecure until lie gets one. Trhe f act
that the police do not want hlm to be armed doubles
lis conviction that he ouÉ14t to be. Hie has grown
up witb an innate distrust, as we have said, of al
police. So he buys bis revolver or bis knife; and
be mneets ail too many occasions upon which pjn-
deniable bad treatmnent leads hum to think that this
is a turne when le should "show himself a man."

T HiEN consider the Chinaman. lie las a weak-
ness. He loves "a littie game." 1 know lots

of "whites" who have the saine weakness; but they
know ernough to play their "little games" wbule
keeping within the law. The Chinanian wants to
take a risk lie does not understand the Stock
Exchange, and so cannot take bis risk in the kid-
gloved manner affected by our best citizens. If
lie knew a little more, be could gainble, not only
with impunity, but amidst the admiration of the
coinrunity. Nor is lie sufficiently informed to join
in the riotous réal estate "game." If he could only

pla

do that, he. would be sorespe ctable that we would
see in him the makings ýof'an ancestor of one of our
future "best families." But poor "John" doesn't
un derstand these "gaines." They are toc, deep for
him. Still he wvants to frisk with the "elusive
goddess" a trifle, just to sweeten his hard hours
of labour. And he gathers together in a quiet
cornpany in a littie back room and starts to enjoy
the game he does understand, -when we send our
police-who neyer play anytbing but checkers-to
break up his party and drag hlm into court. He
and ail bis tribe are nlot nearly as much a menace
to the community as one "bucket-shop" artist-T
beg pardon, there are no "bucket sbops" officially
now. What 1 mean is one man who encourages
stock-buying on sniall "margins."

N OW doyvou flot think that this refusai to let
heCinaman relax a bit 'over a game of

"fan-tan" may drive him to worse vices? R>e-
member, he is a pretty lonely individual out here-
a bachelor, an alien, finding no association with
"wbites," except with those who want eitber to rob
or to preacli to hlm. 1 think that Chinamen might
be doing worse than losing a little money to eac'i
other. As for the "Dago," wby flot give lin a
help along the right direction. by forbidding the
exposure of arms for sale, and enforcing the law?
He will believe what he sees ten turnes as quickly
as what the police tell him.

THE MONOCLE MAN.
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