
CANADIAN COURIER.

HOWtVeR good a mans intentins may be,
however mudi lie mnay desire ta be charÎt-
ably minded towards ail and sundry of bis
fellow-creatures, there are .certain types

of people with whým lie finds it absahitely detri-
mental ta bis health and temper ta caine into direct
contact.

'When I first embarked upon the good slip,
Career, I formed the noble resolve that I wauld
mardi tlirough the sandy desert of if e without
falling down the aId crevasse of Enmity; and to
this course I tuned my lyre, until anc day I rcalized
the fact that, thaugh I was not nxaking enemies,
1 was not, manufacturing any f niends. This natur-
ally gaveme cause for wonder, as I was not gener-
ally supposcd ta lic aloofisli. HowAevcr, I soon
arrived ,at thec bottai of the problein, ta epitamize
whidh is ta say that the man who neyer makes an
cnemy neyer makes a friend.

Beaninig this point in nxind I therefore set ta
work, and made friends and enemnies f rely with
bath hands. Tlie resuit is, that to-day I ai ini
danger af being tassed betwcen the two stools of
Scylla and Charybdis, for each class of persan lias
individual members that it is expédient for me ta
avoid if I ai ta enjoy that peace of mmid to whicli,
as a rate and tax payer I ani morally entitled. Hence
I felt it incumbent upon me ta warii you agaiii5t
thxe fallowing types who, fromn many years' ex-
perience, 1 cati honestly say are ýbetter shunned
than cultivated.

F' IRST, there is tlie Bore. Strange ta say lie

'usujally belongs ta thxe "friend"' group, for hie
is really a gaad fellow at lieart,.and is absolit.ely

tone-blind ta bis own very annaying idiosyncra.sies.
lI> Qinr'prýv lipipvPq tînt his conversation 18 an

a con founded scandai; and tIen if anybody lias the
temerity to volunteer even sa mucli as a monosyl-
laide in reply, the wretdli will oonstrue it as an open
invitation te make further incursions into the avliers'
privacy. Tlius, before the train lias travelled a
hundred yards, lie will have set the whole campart-
ment literally by the ears, and tlieir subsequent
unspoken profanrity will blby f ar the mrost eloquent
silence lie will ever have experienced.

However, le is easily avoided in, future by the
simple expedient of your entering a different car-
niage ta tlie one he is occupying; or, if lie invades
the one you already chance ta be seated in, you can
make a dramatic and effective exodus -by exclaiming
"Hi 1" to a supposititious friend an the platform,
and hastily aligh1ting, contrary ta the by-laws of
the campany, while the garrulous one is depositing
lis -business impedimenta in the liat-rack.

(N T.H7R aggressive individuals are the Man wlio
h- las done tlie round ini "ten under bogey, my

boy," and the Man wlio has just Ïbouglit 'a mater-
car. Froni the manner ini which tliey speak: of their
respective achievernents, you migit: reasonably infer
tînt the former lad discovered a certain, short, and
-easy .bridlc-track te Paradise, and, that flhc latter
lhad nxagnanimausly purclased fihe wliole of the
Gertuan Fleet, and presented it with lis compli-
ments ta the British Admiralty. I would commit
any offence known ta criminalagy in arder ta escape
meeting either of these two individuals.- Tliey bath
employ a jargon whicli is as unintelligible ta me as
Tamnil or Sansk-rit. 'Phey can neither stand nor sit
Stijl wlile tley are gibbering at you, but they -must
needs be contiiiualiy jumping about in order ta
demonstrate something ta you, or else going tlxrough
a piece of bewildcring pantomime with fihe idea
of driving home same point whicl they tliink you
have failed ta appreciate proportionately.

The goif-gliaul will borrow your silver-4mounted
walking-stick in arder ta impress upon you the exact
stance lie assumed when lie did thie fourtli hale in
one. The motar-maniac will1 attexpt- ta drag -you
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1 went so far as ta beat a prompt retreat inte a.
sinail fancy-embroidery shop, where a young lady-
was examining-with a view ta purchase-a number-
of garments te which one ailudes, as a rule, in the-
most pianissimo of whispers. I forget what I askect
for; I think it was for poker-wark pyjamas.

O F other men I avoid there is the Man with ant
Imaginary Grievance. He's an appalling per-

son, for the reason that hie can neyer see anything-
except in the distorted proportions with which the
wark of the Futurist turps slingers has made us.
familiar. He is the kind of person Who invariably
attributes ail the littie side-sllps and mis-cues of-
life to a personai spite against himself. He Ws
always over-assessed for his rates, hie will tell you--
the consequences being that the local press is the-
richer by a quantity of gratuitous copy in the shape-
of alleged "correspondence."

He is dissatisfied, too, with the remuneration ire-
is receiving f rom bis firmn in the city. It appears.
that tliey have had the impertinence ta raise his,
salary so disproportion ately that his net incomne is.
now less than farmerly, awing to bis being unable7
ta obtain anything like an adequate abatement of
incarne tax. At least, he tells you sa, and shows.
you several printed forms to prove lis contention;ý
but, rather than read any more gavertiment litera--
ture than you are actually obliged, you accept his.
statement. Anyway, yau don't contradict it.

The'n, taa,- he peeves incessantlyý at thxe way par-
liament is governing lim. Everyone except hiniself,
it woul stem, is in receipt of special ameIiarative-
legisiati ,on. HIe grumbles, out bis grie'vances aIr'
through his mnundane life, and I shaould net he sur-
prised if, on the day hie enters Heaven, the welkiti
rings with lis allegations that lie lias been supplie&i
witli a harp of an inferior tuetal ta that which lie
lad been led from earliest chilhood ta expect.

ýAN]) finally, there carnes a group of men over
wom, it is nlot worth w'hile to squander th-

contents of the dictionary, since their hideous char-
acteristics are so widely recognized. There is the-
man wlio prods you with lis Éiger when lie wishes,
toeniphasize sanie point which the poverty-stricken
nature of thxe Englisli language precludes him4from
performing otherwise. There is the man who lias.
apparently na otler mission in life than ta circulate
stock exchange or racing tips, which have as much
likelihood of comîing off as Nelsbn f romi his monu-
mient. Not sa mudli, in f act.

There is the man who lias urgent nieed of a five-
dollar bill-andl, really, if yau o7nce meet himt andi
accede ta lis appeal for assistance, you'II neyer
have ta bother about avoiding him again. Hc'Ill
do aIl tlie avoiding; and 1 cannot help thinking that
thxe deprivation will be worth thxe capital outlay.

And thnt has given me an idea. If one could only
dispose of ail the other objectianable types at the
saine price, it would lie a tlioroughly sound invest-
ment ta sink a paltry liundred paunds, in order ta.
purdliase perpetual immunity froni nilestatian.


