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in five days at tîhe no'st. Tho'n We cainrelease ler back to the company, say tiI
the end of August. From that date on,
she'll 'wat at Norman for us. Wve've got
to get out of there and ho on our way back
by the tenth oif September at the latest
for transportation isni't to ho counted on
alter the middle of the month."

With the suggestion Garland hEartily
agreed. In fact, though an oqual partner
in the expoedition now contemplated, lie
M'as ful aware that its success lay on-
tirely ew4,h the big northman.

So they hurried t'o the District Office of
the Hudson Bay's Company, a few block9
away, from which headquarters ail fur and
transportation business for the Mac-,kenzie river district was directed.

Brisbane, the manager, grizzled veteran
of thirty years in company service, was
suspicious. The chartering of a company
vessel by outside parties suggested to hîm
some profitable venture, and, with true
company spirit, lie hated to think that
anything in the north country in the way
of a money making scheme could hajve*
been overlooked by himself. So, ins#ad
of giving them a direct answer, ho staled,
letiding the conversation hore -and there,
elinting, suggesting, trying desperately,

with ail the guile of thity years fur
trading experience, to learn lis visitor's
secret.

At last, l*bwever, failing, lie became
once more the autocrat that lievas; said.
grutlly: "Well, three thousand dollars isthe 0oest price 1 can give you on the
steamner for the requirements 3'ou men-
tioin.", To his immense surprise, Haskins
repflied: "'AIl right; that's satîsfactory.
We'll pay cash now, as soon as you sign
this contract, and give us an order on the
captain of the steamer 'Mackenzie
River' at Fort Smith."

W'ith their special charter contract
signed, and in possession of an order on
Captain Iartlett of the steamer "Mfac-
kenzie River," directing him te accept
their instructions, Haskins and Garlandi
ef t the District Office in higli good humor,
in spite of the soiewhat high prico they
liad been forced to pay.1

The eanly morning northland train foundk
thejn ahoard bound for end of steel, two
liundred and sixty miles away. Froini
liere a stage carried theni the inter-
vonmng forty miles to the fron tier set tie-f
ment of Peace River Crossing, at whieh
point the majestic Peace River flowed1
northward te connect up wîth the Slavet

to, it a lot of hardship, but if 3you dont
mmd that, I'm willing to a partnership."

Garland held out, bis hand. '1ts .,a
* bargain!" Then, perhapa alittie asharned
of bis almost boyish excitenient lie ex-
plained. "You see, my father-in-law and
1 ivore in partnership in the fur business.
in fact, the firm is stili knoNwn as Pearson
and Garland. But this last five years
he~s left it entirely in miy hands, while he's
beeh* chasing a bout America and the
continent having a good time. And now
I feel I have a holiday coming. Don't
You think 1 have?" he said, turming to the

edrman.
Evidently the two were on great good

ternis,1 for -the old man smiled good
humoredly. "Go if you feel like it," lie
roplied. «'I ran the business for many a
day, and I'm perfectly capaLle of doing

-it again tiil you cecme back.'
Lo Haskins made an appointment for

a meeting in the morning, and passed on inj
to supper.

*Promptly at ten the next i-riring
Haskins arrived at the office of lcarson1
and Garland, fur buyers. At the con-(
ference with "Garland which followed,1
it was decided that the two of them would1

roceed the next morming to Peace RLiver
Croing, thence by river boat seven

hundred miles to Fort Smith. At this
point navigation begaxi on the Mackenzie.
Well aware that a speedy reaching of

*their destination was necessary for the
success of the e.,ipedition, for it was now
the fifteenth of June, Haskins .suggestcd
atteînpting a sperial charteriirg of tl'e
Hufsoli llay s steamer ".-iackenzie
River," operating on the Mackenzie river
froin Fort ih to Fort Norman and-»
beyond.

"bou s3, it's this way," he explaincd
"if we trave1 on her the crdinary way the
trip iiill ta'ie twiee as long, for shie makes a
lot of stbps. And ri:,-ht now the main
thing is to get in. tiiere before they paso
the point l'ai aimin g to reacli, and, V'i
l>c honest %'ith -Yeu, we ain't got auv tSo
îîîurh tinte. Besides, mith a special
c',Arter, we cau besure of having the
steamer ineet us in the Yall when we get
reajy to corne out. With the charter
giving us full control, vc can travel down

that, inturn, joining the Mackenzie
noridone of the greatat inlandNwater,
=asi the world, by which the .perne-

trtn f the vast Canadian wilderneas
was made so quickly and easily possiLle
during the Sumner nîonths when naviga-
tion was open.

Haskîns and Garland arrived at Fort
Smith on June twveaty-sixtli. Hiring six
haîf breeds they quickly transferrýed their
outfit, grub, ha,? a dozen thfrty-tbirty
rifles and two thousaad rounds of amn-
munition, to the steamer "Mackenzie
River" just ready te leave on hr trip~
down river to Fort Norman and beycnd.

It was upon the third night aftcr their
making camp that Garland was wakened
by Haskins softly shaking him. Hoe sat
up sharply. Thougli his wrist watch
pointed te two in the inoring, it was
bright as day, for the sun stili hung

above the horizon two hours yet front
setting.

"W at is it?" lie questioned, wonder-
iaîgly.

Smniling, Haskin.% held up a warnin.g
finger. "Ligten," lie aaid.

Thon to Gnaland's ears, out of the
hanging bush of ondless listening duo.
tances, came a muffled bcating.

For weeks now the stillnees of these
wilderness reachos bad cloed, around him
with a silence so vast anid profound that
the very sounidlessneas had aeen$ed tp
sound-a queer boommng noté, Under-
standable only to those who have lived in
wide places.

But now bis straining ears wen ou-
ocious of a new tening. Through the
qjuiet air of niglit it came, a muffied best-
ing prolonged, steady, growing M volume

mth~~~ ovr sgsecond, swcIh*% louder
and louder, tili aIl the pregnant iught waa
vibrating, and the- eartb alivo with
tremioring as fromt the onward rushingstfa hundrd locomotives.

Pcrhaps fivo minutes elapsed bof ore
Garland-vainly striving te recul wherîe
he had heard sirnilar sound--rmembep.
ed it was like that of fivo thousand march-
ng soldiers, whom ho had watched moving
to entrain at Edmonton many montha
ago.

But now the sound was igfinitely
louder, more voluminouli, a rising dia1,-

lb

Seager Wheeler' s Prize Wheat
For FREE Distribution

SEAGER WHEELER is the World's Champion Grain Grower. He has
won more prizes for growing grain than any man in North America.
His' 1917 crop was the best he has had in twenty-one years, and The

Grain Growers' Guide has purchased ail of it, including the following grains:

RED BOBS WHEAT
KIT CHENER WHEAT

REGISTERED MARQUIS WHEAT
REGISTERED VICTORY OATS

REGISTERED CANADIAN- THORPE BARLEY

Ali of this seed is of prize-winning strains, and is being donated free to far-
mers, farmers' wives, sons and daughters in the prairie provinces in return for
the very small service of introducing The Guide to their
will help to increase the yield and the quality of the
grain on every farrp, and add hundreds of dollars to
the farmer's income every year.

A full description of the seeci and thýe details of The Guides exceptional offer are
containci in our "«Better Seed Boo,- beautifully illustrated bookiet, which wiIl be
rmailed frc to any per5on who will give' their name 'and address on the attached
coupon and mail it at once.

neighbors. This seed

I BETTER SEED BOOK
ITHE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE

Pleai fo4ard e Ber Seed Book, uabeavotied in.
% N an HmMhy

1 Province..,
W H Nf
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Mlfort Kerr, the Gadstone boy, who et. highe si marks for the .b est plot of wheat.at the recent contest of the Agricultural College Club for Boys and Girls.
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