
quit theni, and, in case sle shall have been engaged
in fishing, to prosecute lier to condemnation. It
will also enable him to prosecute the forfeiture
of the vessel, if it shall be found to have prohibited
goods on board. But this power it would be
undesirable to exercise, as Her Majesty's Government
do not at present desire officers of the navy to
concern themselves with the prevention of smug-

gling.
These being the powers legally exercisable by

officers of Her Majesty's Navy, it follows to consider
within what limits and under wlat conditions they
should be exercised.

Her Majesty's Government are clearly of opinion,
that by the Convention of 1818, the United States
have renounced the riglit of fishing, not only within
thrce miles of the Colonial shores, but within three
miles of a line drawn across the nouth of any
British bay or creek. But the question what is a
British bay or creek is one which lias been the
occasion of difficulty in former times.

It is, therefore, at present, the wish of Her
Majesty's Government neither to concede, nor, for
the present, to enforce, any rights in this respect
which are in their nature open to any serions
question. Even before the conclusion of the Reci-

procity Treaty, Her Majesty's Government had
consented to forego the exercise of its strict rigbt
tO exclude American fisherinen from the Bay of

Fundy ; and they are of opinion that during the

present season that right should not be exercised in
the body of the Bay of Fundy, and that American

fishernien fgY not be interfered with either by notice
or otherwise, unless they are found withiin three miles
of the shore or vithin three miles of a line drawn

across the mouth of a bay or creek which is less

tlan ten geographical miles in width, in conformity
with the arrangement inade with France in 1839.*
Aierican vessels found within these limits should

be warned that by engaging or preparing to engage

in fishing they will be liable to forfeiture, and should

receive the notice to depart which is contemplated

by the laws of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and

Prince Edward Island, if within the waters of one

* 1-ertslet, vol. y, p. 89; Convention of August 2, 1839.

Arts. 1X and X.


