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Mr. and Mrs. McG;illivray Knowles
By MARGARET LAING FAIRBAIRN

T obe companions in art as well as în lfes
journey would scem an ideal marriage
union, and examples o! thîs bond of taste
and talents in "double harness" are not in-

frequent. Literature lias many instances of bus-
band and wife who are botli writers. occasionally
collaborators. Science bas liad several brilliant ex-
amples, of whicli Monsieur and Madame Curie were
notable examples, thoigli only tlie brave wife is
now lefi to carry on the researchi. On tlie stage
tlie pariners in art are ofîenest found, for the
reason, possibly, tliat in ibeir particular art, in the
verv nature o! tliings, men and women are more
throiwn together and more dependent on eacli other
in artistic productioin. In tlie pictorial art our own
countrv furnislies as large a proportion of artist
couples as any-in Toronto alone there are Mr. and

kMrs. McGillivray Knowies, Mr. and Mrs. G. A.
Reid, Mr. and Mrs. William Cutts, and we might
also counit in a whilom Canadian, Mr. McGregor
White, of Glasgow, now in ibis country, whose
wife is a well-known painter of chuldren.

Thle ideality of this double partnersliip is exem-
plified in none better than in the pair first men-
tioned-Nlr. andi Mrs. F. McGillivray Knowles.

'T HE studio on Bloor Street whose large brass
~plae bears merely "Knowles," is a husy place

in more ways Ilian one, andi is the centre of many
art activities. From tht main studio, also living
and reception room, a door opens in one direction
into the ceramît studios with kiln and work tables,
the shelves filled wîh art objecis in different stages
o! developmlent. In the other direction one finds
a door leading to the students' workroom full of
easels and the paraphernalia of picture-making. In
summer, studenîs andi tacher for a month have
aIl outdoors as a studio, making a littît settlement
ai some good sketching ground for that time. This
year it happens to lie Trenton, another year it was
Quebec, and so on.

Tht Knowles studio is also a social centre, for
since their return from abroad, in 1896, tht pair
o! artiîs have made many friends. On their days
"ai home" the studio is open afternoon and even-
ing. It has been the scene of many a musical and
art lecture; there you may hear the finest musicians
in the city at an impromptu concert (for tht hostess
hersel! is an accomplished musician), and to il
many a fartions artist of the stage fintis tht way.

Tht setting for these social funictions has much
toi do with their success, because il bespeaks tht
individual tastes of the owners. Oddly plamned,1 tht
main studio has overlooking balconies with cosy
rooms below; in ont corner is a raised dais for
tht grande piano. On every hand are rare old
brasses, oriental rugs, antique enamels, pictures b>'
tht two artisis or replicas o! world-famous paint-
ings, rare poiteries, quaint furniture. There is nu
sign of the Bohemianismn many think inseparable
fromn studio life, but on every hand the quiet order-
liness o! the well-appointed home.

O NE o! Mr. Knowles' mosi important under-
takings is a stries o! mural decoration for

the music room o! Mr. John Eaton's homne, comn-
plcted about a .year ago. Tht entire colour scheme
of the room, including the wvoodwork, lîghting andi
heating fixtures, andi .furniture, was designtd and
supervised by tht artist to bring tht whole into
exquisite harmony. The decorations art allegorical
in subjeci, harking back to Greek mythology, and
are the resit o! careful and minute study>.

Mr. Knowles is a Canadian wbo began bis art
work as a miniature painter in Toronto, under Mir.
John A. Fraser. A!ttr some study in Philadelphia he
went to England and was a while under Sir Hubert
Herkomes, ai Bushe>'. Laier he studieti under
Benjamin Constant andi Jean Paul Laurens ai tht
julien sehool. While abroati his work was accepteti
frequenîl>' ai tht Royal Acadtmy and the Salon,
andi silice bis return bas been an irregular but
versatile exhibior.

As a portraitisi Mr. Knowles gives a keen, analv'.
tical character study, beautiful fiesh texture and a
decorative composition that has balance and sig-
nificance. The portrait of Mrs. (Chancellor) Bur-
wash, which hangs in Annesît>' Hall, is an example
o! tht artist's finest work in this branch, revealing

S insight, interpretive power andi that deliberate, solid
painting that ripens witb te years.

à!!ITH{ equal facilit>' this artist turns to landi-
"scape, several of his besi being owned b>' tht

Dom~inion and Provincial Governmtnts, among them

"St. Ievans Churcli, Cornwall," "Pool of Iondoii," g
"~The W\a3 side Cross." A luscious quality of colour,
niucli sentiment and delicate tonal qualiÎies cliarac-
terize iliese and others of the artist*s landscapes.

In the field of the (Iramatic ani allegorîcal, Mr.
Knowles bas made several suicessful adventures,
as when lie told on large canvas ofi the tragic grief
of Hero finding her dead lover or, in ligliter vein,
gave Pandora opening bier fateful box. li 1898 lie
was elected full memrber of tlie Roy'al Canadian
Academy, after being an associate ten vears.

A tremendousF taiker, intense in his likes and
dislikes, Mr. Knowles is flot one to take anything
calmly, mucli less wliat lie considers mismnanage- fi
ment in the affair, of an art boclv. Hence occa-
sional ructions. He is an indefatigable and per-
sistent worker, a logical thinker and a teaclier who
tries to see f rom the pupils' standpoint and develop
individuality,

M~ RS. KNO\VLES was hier husband's companboti
IV.when abroad, altliough she did flot begzin to

study seriously until after their return ini 1896.
She is entirely lier liusband's pupil, and lier suli-
jects have been, so far, landscape. Four years ago
she was elected Associate of the Royal Canadian
Academny, and lier picture, "Nocturne," bought by
the' Dominion Government. lii her interpretation
of the great out-doors, Mrs. Knowles restricts lier-
self to a s;ingle effeet, sucli as a lue, gaunit plne
tree at tw;ilit, oir a stretch of mcadow ini dazzling
sunshine, or a grey-green landscape lit with a low,
red moon. Shec achieves, lier successes bix repeaied
and heavy painting matil the calivas exprc>sses the
particular sentïient ,he bas felt. As a memiber
and officer of sevvrail art and musical clubs, and
a woman with thc ove,(rsight of household aid studio,
affairs and iianyi social engagemnrts, Mrs.
Knowles isý a busy woan. She is lier husband's
îivaluable assistant whn orking on ani important
pictulre. Sle lias sulved manyii a diffîiulty oif cos-
tume or sîaginig, andl sm(oîhedl oi tangles, thus
leavîng thtc creative faculty of hier husband free to AogelThlnker and a Toacher Who Triai to ffl from the

w ork. T lat's w hat ou mayN wvelI ca l a Puihelp meei."d De al p n iv du liy

Exhibition Pictures Solo'
( UITE a numbeil)r of the paintings exLibiied in
\jthe big Art Callery ai the Canadian National

Exhibition wvere sold. Thli t Dominlion Goverinmenlt
purchased the following tolie added to thte National
Gallery ai Oîttawaý:

"Cecile," $85. and "Th'l odieh, $85, W.
Lee H-ankey: "Pictturesý," $180, Henýiri lreardI "TJhe
Light of tht Sea," $2,750, Paull Doughierty" ; "Surf,"
$500, Rohi. F". Gagenl; "In the Pinle Sh¶os"$150,

".E. H-. MacDonald.
The Canadian National Exhiblitioni Association

purchased the following painîtings whichi will Il(e
added to the collection in thte Toronto Art Museumn:

"Hampshire in Wiîr"$750, R. Gwelo Good-
man; "Suinshine on the Sea, $155, G.emmieil Fiut-
chison; "A Poem"- (miniature), $125, Chris. Adamis;
"Bultterfiies" (miniature), $80, Grace WVolfe; Case!
of Miniatures, $115, Mrs. E.. McGillivray Kniowles;
"Twý.iligbit, Darrow Downs, Dorset,"* $2, 5ff, Hutglies
Staton; "Early Evening in Witr"$100. J.E..
MacDonald.

The sales of paintings to private parties were as
followst

To Dr. McGilibon, Honeywood, Onit.: "MNrs. Hoare
and Child" (miniature), $38, Janet Robertson. To
Mrs. Normant Black, St. Catharines: "Near Beau-
pre, Quiebec," $150, F. MacGillivray Knowles. To
Win. Grayson, Moose Jaw, Sask.: "In the Barn,"
$345, Lee Hankey; "Hlarvest 'limie, Lancashire,"
$210, Herbert Royle; "A Coud Drying Dav," $750,
Geniell Hutchison. To E. C. Catianacli, Éoronto:
"OId Hlouses, Richmond Street,'* $250, Lauren Har-
ris. To George Gooderhamn, Toronto:ý "The First
Cold Evening," $360, 'Marcel RiedIer; "Mathias the
Sheplierd," $240, J.1 F. Bouchor; "An English Cot-
tage," $225, George Haite. To J. Gardner Thomp-
son, Monitreàl: -"Househoot M,,arket," $120, Bra-
quaval; "In tht Arena," $240, Couircelles-Dumiiont.
To F. Faithful Begg, London, England: "The Edge
of the Wood," $75, Mrs. E. McGillivray Knowles.

By the time the Exhibition closed, 42 etchings,
engravings and drawings in tht Grapit Art exhibut
ha.d been purchased. Of these, tw,ýenty-five are for
the collection in the National Gallery ai Ottawa
twelve were purcbased by the Canadiian National iHriertlooCiiGtOu-orMn nwe

Exhibition for presentation to the city of Toronto, eetit no* te a Single. Effect, Suoh au a Loti,,
and tht balance of the nuimber was obtained by Gaunt Pîne Troe ai Twilgat or a 8trtc of eay in ~Dazzig Sunabilie, or a Groy-geen Lad
privat parties. ucape Lit With la LOW, B304 on


