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EDUCATION.

On Infant Education.

In a former paper we sketched the leading features of what an
infant school ought to be, and the kind of a person who, in our
opinion, ought only to be chosen as the teacher of one. At present

we propose to go through, in detail, the various subjects which
should form the programme of an infant school.

A Love oF TRurE.—The forming of the youthful mind, in
8o far as it can be formed under the maternal eye, is one of the
first duties of an infant schoolmistress. It is not always an easy
task to succeed satisfactorily in this. With some children it is
easy enough. The child who has at home a mother who instils
into its mind a love of truth, is gentle and docile in the school.
The teacher must endeavor by every means in his or her
power to instil a high principle of morality. This must be
commenced by making the child love the truth for the sake of
the thing jtself. Allow no opportunity to pass of pointing out the
value of truth. On no account punish a child for a fault which it
candidly and without evasion admits. As we said in our last
paper, if we would inflict corporal punishment at all (and the
benefit to be derived from it under any circumstances is very
problematical) it would be for a breach of truth. Whatever is
the most severe punishment inflicted in the school, let it be for
this fault. The enormity of it will then be understood, and an
impression formed as to the value of truth, which will remain in
the child’s mind till the day of its death. Make it difficult for
the untruthful child to win your favour, but not impossible.
Keep it at a distance for a time and bestow on it no smiles, but
do not act harshly by it. It will think in its own way, and

;| after some days, if its home associations are mnot altogether

depraved, a proper moral tone will begin to appear. Let your
reserve theo disappear. We once knew two children in a school
—a little boy and a little girl—who were constant companions.
The little girl was remarkable for a love of truth, but the boy
had only an indifferent character in this respect. One day, on
their way to school, they committed a trivial fault, viz,—pulling
some flowers which hung over the paling of a garden. The owner of
the flowers thought it a heinous crime, and complained to the
teacher who took the very view we would take of it—that the
fault was a very natural one. The little girl was asked did ‘she
pull the flowers, and at once acknowledged that she did. The
boy stoutly denied that he did so. The punishment the judi-
cious teacher inflicted on him was to prohibit him speaking to,
or walking home, with his little companion. This so affected
him, that in a few days he went to the mistress, acknowledged his
fault, and was ever after known to be the most truthful boy in



