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BIRDS AND THEIR HABITS.

W. T. Shaw,

The study of Bird Life presents a fascinat-
ing aspect, be it that of the Eagle, with its
majestic sweep through space, the tiny Tum-
wming Bird, as it hovers nmong the blossoms,
or the Swallow, with its graceful curves as it :
circles in and out among the caves. Itisin.
teresting 10 note the similiarities which may
be observed as common to the various specices,
and alo the peculirities which distinguish
cach individual. Exvery student of Omithology
will remcimber the theill of delight he cx-
pericnced on diccovering &t new specimen as

cach new discovery Iends & charm 1o the pur- |
In speaking of this study, an American

suit.
writer savy, * Audubon on the desolate coast
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vof Labrador, is happier than any king cever
vwis; and on shipboard i~ nearly cured of his
D seasickness when a new gull appears in ~jght.”
Soug birds wre the most abuadant of our
land birds, among our native song birds the
Blue Bird i~ one of the most distinguished.
Tohn Burroughs, 2 writer on Ornithology, in
Wake Robin, gives the following beautiful
deseription: « When nature made the blue
bird she wished to propitiate both the sky and
the earth, so ~he gave Lim the coloy of the one
on his back and lln: hue of the other on his
breast, and orvdained that his appearance in
in spring should denote that the strife and var
between these two clements was atan end.
Ile is the peace harbinger; in him the celestial
and terrestial shake hands and are fastfriends.”
Aniving about the latter end of March, his
vich, plaintive voice may be heard for a few
diys before the bird i~ seen, as he hovers
about not knowing whether 1o alight or go
further north, It is frequently sven on o tine
evening in March aboat sun<et. The nest is
frequently built in a bird-house put up for
them, but more commonly in an excavation
made by the wondpocher in some low: stub,
" Amony birds such as the ground bailders there
is generalivy some intradess
fHrom the nest, for example the partridge when
dnven from the nesq, will Autter off appear-
iny to be wounded or lame, with the purpose
of inducing you to give chase and thus draw .
l ing vour attention from the ne-to The blue bivd
l bas no device of this Kind and its nest i
[ found.

way ta decoy

Canily

The great American Horned Owlis one of
‘lhc noblest birds of the owl family, Itisof a
\cdmkd dispesition rarely  venturing near the
Il)mldmg.x eacepl to prey upon poultry, as is
~somctimes the It inhabits dense pine
; forests, also heavy timbered, hardwood forests,
IS cry is a dull succession of hoots, comv ey ing
_a dismal sound. which may be heard at a
great distance. "This specivs of the owl family
i< not wholly a night bird, being exceedingly
“dithicnlt to approach in the day time.  Re
maining in this countiy all wivter it is the
tobject of persecution by the crows in the
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