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"«Naîv, rmieurs,"1 said the man with the
.voustaclîe, Ilyou can figlit in peact'."

During the skirmisx %vhich liad taken place,
1)c Nanci advanced to0 bis antagonist, and
whlispered in his car, "lthis duel is 10 the deatk;
ana of is must full.",

De Valmont senied much surprisctd, but
contenteid himself with bowing in silence. la
a few minutes every thing ivas arranged fur
thc deadly encounter îvhich wvas to take place.
The seconds wcrc chosen, thc principals were
examiined, ta see that no hiddcn armourm'ghu
aflord them, an-' uniair ailvantage, and the
ward wtas given en garde me.ssieurs!"' The
swerds crosscd cach other wvitb a sharp clash,
aud the cunmbat conimcnccd. itwas howvever
by no means an equai one. On onc side, ex-
quisitc skiil and temper wùe opposed to rash-
ness and passion, andi the resuit could not
very longc bc douhtfuil. After an impetueus
and spiritcd assault on tlie part of Dc Nanci,
awbich was howevcr haffilcd and complctcly
Lrncd aside by the skif! of bis cool and wary
antagor.ist, he began ta lose bis temper, and
rcccivcd several slight flcsh wounds. Suni-
moning every cncrgy for one last and desper-
ate effort, Dc Nanci red on bis opponient,
butin the act of ad --ancing bis foot, slippcd,
and De V.timont's sword passcd entircly
through bis body, tI. e point coming out rneur
the Icit shoulder blade. H-is friends rushed
lorivard immcdiaucly ta raise and support the
inf,)rtunntc young man who had fallen heavily
io - c ground. But it wasusclcss; tle wvotnd
was a dreadfil and fatal ane; tbere ivas a
gasp, aiqliightsliudder, and ail waa over. The
gayin d rccklcss group which surroundcd the
deaid man, lookcd on thc bloody tragcdy for a

shot imen abrke siene.At cngth uhe
mnan with the moustache relinqishlin- tho
badv which lieland a:îempicd tn lift up, cx-
claimed, '-l1t is, no doubt a great piuy ; hie was
an excellent fcllo'v! but as wc c=n do no zod
here, 1 propose tlint 'vo dcc-tmp farthwiuh, bc-
fecre thau ramcallly guard gets rcinfareed, and rc*
tarns ta aitack us."

"Ycs, yes," criccd nnother, "the comcdy is
f.nasbcd ; ]et us go ta suppr,"-aind the
thoughutlcas crowl swcpt away to thear various
pur:uits and aunusen'rnts. lenvinig the carpec
of ilcir laie ascocizte to be taken care of by
lus srat.Now-n-days, such conduct and
rcmarks %vould be consicred cold blooded nnd
rerDlîing. But lu %vas the tone of tînt nge ta
trcat the anosu seoos andl sacred subjecîs in
a ighu and moeking 9piit. Religion, virtun,
morality, cven tle Dety himself, ail was a jesi.

Wluatcver mighit have been the feelings af
die yeungy Spaniard on Iearning the result of
lier scheme of vengeance, shc confined tlern
ta her own bosom. By neither word nor look
did she betray bier In tcrest in the events which
l'ad becoune the public tapie of conversation,
nor did shc for a moment negleet ber theatri-
cal duties.

A fewv nights aier the duel, as De Valmont
was wvalking, hehind thc scenes, a band was
ligbtly lnid on bis armn, and on Iookiag, hie 'vas
semeiwhat surprised te sec Nina. "lHalI tru-
ant," she exclaimed, with a gay and jeyeus
smilce, "lhave 1 fauind you at lest; you shall
ne: go agtain until you promise to grant me my
rsequest."

"lPair iNina," rcplied tbe former lover, with
an air af gallantry, Ilwhat eould yen ask that
1 should refuse!"

"Then promise ta sup witl' me to-aight,"
shc replied with a quiek and cager glance.-
IlWhat! yoa hes;tate! nay, then 1 must bribe
yen, for, knoiv, taur sir, that thie charming Ro-
salie will be there; s0 no refusaI."

"ince you arc se kid"at lcngth said De
Valmont, Ilbe it so; 1 wull wait on yen."

"'Till then, adieu," saud thefairdancer, kiss-
in; lier hand to him.

That niglit a anerry party af three was
gatbhered cround tliesumkîuous repast of Nina,
who diii tle honours of bier table with charra-
ing grace nnds-mplicity. Therici viandsand
the rare and cosily %vines wcre scasoned by
manny a spa-rklingjest; and thc Iighit musical
laugh of the young Spaniard, %wes a constant
echo te ail the lively sallies ef bier companiens.

Tbus passcd tle heurs a'vav unbieded, in
mirth and rcvelry, until De Valmont declarcd
tlIatitilastlira 10 pa-rt. "Pair -Nana," he cx-
claimed, "lit us a puzy tbat snch cbarraang me-
ments as wve banve spent ibis rught, should
bav-e an end. But, nias! so it is. Farewell,
and a îbousa;.nd tbanks for your delg',htful ca-
te: tainanenu."

IlNny," said the dancer, "go neot yet, sit, I

drain anc bright and sparkling cup, and the
pledge abaîl b, ' love and pîcasure."'

Whule speakung, she rapidly cbangred colaur
and sligiftly trembîci, but recoecng bier ealm-
ness by at suangc eflort, sic went ta a largo
sideboarrl covcred iit glittering and eestly
plate, and fillbng twa richly ehased gold cups
froan a tla.sk oi 'vine, which sho appeared te
select vith some came, handcd tbern te De Val-
mont and bis campanion. The pledge ivas
nauned, and tle (nai gobleuis en-ptied. Aiter


