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CLOSE 0F THE VEAR.
This is a time of gladncss, of warrn greet-

ings, good w*,sles, tender reinembrances and
grateful benefactions betwvecn fricnd and
friend, relations, neiglibours, parents and
chidren, ministers and people, poor mren
and rici :ncn. It is fit that wve Eýlould ex-
press our kindly feelings in deeds as wclt as
wor(is. If your heart devises libcrally, let
not your hand hold baek. Aniong your
benefactions forget flot God'b poor ones far
off iii henthen lands, waitingy in thick dark--
ness for the liglit of salvation. Forget flot
His paor ones near your home, along our
own rutged eoasts and among our lonely
hbis and valleys. Forget flot the CAUSE

0F Cu1IST iii its varied aspects, social, and
ecclebiastical, and benevolent Christ is thy
dearest friend wvho laid down his life for
thee; surely at this glad season of the year
thou wilt not forget bis eause!

The votaries of pleasure falsely so called
wiIt expend incalculable wvealtli on things
that lerish with the using and that bring
no true joy to any man and no glory to the
l3lesscd Sa.viour. Tlîe wretchedl druîkard
and ghîtton will expend nuch on bis own
vile and dying carease. Wbat wvill «oit ex-
pend for Him that loved us and that hnath
washied us from our sins ii Ilis own blood ?
No ti:ne of tise year is more appropriate
than this for bringing our gifts into Ilis
treaure bouse that Ilis cause may be in no
respect c.amped for lack of tise means which
we can stpply. We can give lIim nothiing
that Ile has not given us, then let us ap-
proaci Ilis M.ýaiesty with our gifis, humbly,
prayerfully, thiaukfully, cheerfally.

lTHE HOME MISSION.
It is gratifyin to, find that whiie an unu-

suai interest is manifested in our Foreign
Missio.. , the Hlome Mission is not forgotten
but is, on the whole, in a very hopeful if not
a thurougbilysatisfactory position. This is
as it should be. There, is not, there ean-
not be, any naagonismu betwceen thse two.
They must prosper or perish tog-ethier. It
is wbien a nation is thriving and vigorous in
its own proper home that its shîps are sent
to, traffie in the ports of other continents~
that its flag is respected on every sea-that
itsg-uns thunder terror to the foc and hope to
the oppressed. L.et langour, sveakness. dis-
organization begin, a'. home, and the effeet
will ho feit to the nxob distant extremities.

Cbarity indeed begrins at home; but it
lias been well said that suie is often better
for a change of air and that to save hier lif;
she must sometimes go abroad and bre.the
the air of far-off climes. But wvere she ai.
wvays to have lier eyes in the ends of the.
carth and lier feet, upon lofty mouintaina

iowv speedily 'vould lier home hecome dis-.
orgn-«nivcd and desolate, the seat of a curse
and not a blessingi1 How soon %vould she
become pale, nerveless, lifeless!

fleautiful as are the results of Mission
svork albroad,-peace and love ruling whcre
one2- there wvas nought but bitterness, strife,
cruelty and deth,-not less heautiful is t he
siglit of oases reciaimed in tue sad moral
deserts at home, whien the voice of praLje is
becard wliere wve were wont to, hear tlîe lies
aîîd the blasphemies of the wickcd,-whcu
thie ordinances of a pure fisit1à are cstablish-
cd in tIse licart. of thse wilderness, and flow-


