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' GOVERNMENT ALIVE
TO COUNTRY'S NEEDS

Soe Particuiars and Cost of the Proposed New Perma-
nent Bridges Given to the Legislature—Opposition Didn’t
Vote Against T_hem——llouse Prorogued With the Usual

Ceremony.

Fredericton, N. B., Aprii 12—The house
wmet at 11 a. m.

The Grand Fulls Power Company’s bill
tvas agreed to in committee. The clause
providing an exclusive franchise in any
city was struck out at the instance of
Premier Pugsley.

" At the instance of Hon. Mr. Robinson,
the pill providing for a police commission
for the city of Moncton was reconsidered
and power given to the city council by
bye-law to dissolve the board and resume
gheir power over the police.

%The bill in amendment of liquor license
pct was considered in committee. Hon.
Mr. Pugsley stated that the first section
of the act was intended to provide more
effectual means to enforce the prohibitory
cl¥uses of the act. It sets out a form of
petition and also provides that in towns
where the list of electors is not made up
by ward the town clerk may make such a
list.

The second section authorizes brewers to
gell ale in five gallon kegs. The third sec-
tion prohibits druggists from selling liquor
without medical certificates.

The fourth section prohibits slot ma-
chines and the sixth section provides that
any city may appoint a Scott act in-
spector.

Maxwell Favors Prohibition.

Mr. Maxwell—The fact that so much
legislation is found necessary with refer-
ence to the licensing laws shows that the
subject is a difficult one to deal with, and
¢ertainly would seem to favor prohibition,
8s then it would not be any more neces-
gary to keep on coming for amendments
to the law in order the better to enforce it
than at present. If licensees would only
live up to the'requirements of the law as
it at present exists, there would not. be so
much demand for these amendments. 1
suppose that the various amendments
which are from time to time enacted have
for their object the prevention of the
raffic in intoxicating drinks, but the law,
nptwithstanding, is being continually vio-
lated. In St. John the license commis-
stoners openly disregard it, and even the
hairman was recently fined $50 for this

_tfence.

i 1 wish to call the attention of the house
fo section 19 of the act, which restricts
the number of licenses in our city. In ac-
cordance with -the provision of that sec-
tion, in Prince ward, with the population
of 4,760 people, we would ‘be entitled to
eleven licenses. There are today twenty
licensed barrooms, two hotels and one
nvholesale license. If this is not a direct
violation of the law I would like to know
what it is. Why don’t the license com-
missioners do their duty, and why doesn’t
the government, by whom they were ap-
pointed, look after them? It is no part of
2 private citizen’s duty to see that the
law is properly carried out.

Now as to the present bill, the new
pection 21 requires that before the act can
be brought into force the consent of a
majority of electors shall be necessary.
This is almost a prohibitory clause. No
one ever gets a majority: of the whole
electors. As a rule not more than sixty
per cent. at the most of bona fida elect-
ors ever take the trouble to vote, €o 1
would favor the section being amended so
88 to allow a majority of persons voting
be sufficient. That is how we get here.
The members of the house do not have to
get a majority of electors to vote for them
or a great many of us would not be here.
I shall move as an_amendment that the
word “voting” be inserted after the word
#ratepayers,” so as to make it sufficient
for the majority of ratepayers voting to
bring the act into force.

Amendment Out of Order.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—The amendment of
the honorable gentleman is out of order,
because it affects the revenue of the prov-
fnce.

Mr. Hazen—I do not think the premier
ghould press this point or that he can
be serious in his contention. All that the
maover of the amefidment suggests is that
there be a different system of voting. It
4= gimply a matter of regulation.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—1 regret that the
leader of the opposition, although he is a
lawyer, never forgets that he is the leader
of a party. Under the law the province
is deriving one-haif the revenue from the
liquor licenses. The law provides that
that revenue can only be taken away in a
certain manner hy a vote of a majority of
the electors. Now it is proposed to adopt
a different method and affect the revenue
by a smalier vole.

The chairman raled that the amendment
was not in order. :

Alr. Maxwell appealed to the decision of
fthe speaker.

The chairman reported the facis to the
#peaker, who sustained his ruling.

Must Have Majority of People
Back of Law.

lon. Mr. Pugsley—Tha present law was
framed by Hon. Afr. Blair, who took @
“reat jnterest in temperance. Although
eppealed 1o, he refused to make any
change. It was the same with the Hon.
Mr. \White, who was also a teinperance
man, and . do not think it desirable to
sake these changes lightly. You must
have a strong underlying sentiment to ob-
tain a prohibitory liquor law. We have
the Scott act i force in ninc counties and
fn the rural dietricts it has a most bene-
ticial effect; but look at our cities. It is
uot enforced simply because the people
wwiil not sustain it. The member for St.
John says that only sixty per cent. of
voters record their votes, so that he would
bring prohibition into force by a vote of
thirty-one per cent. of the electors. When
you have not a majority of people in favor
of prohibition you cannot carry it. Iam
gtrongly in favor of reducing the evils of
intemperance as any one, and if I could
banish liquor from this province I would
bold up both hands to do it. But T will
not be a party to an act that will give
prohibiticn in name but not in reality,
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and which will drive the liquor business
into the hands of lawless men aund low
dives.

The house took ‘recess.

Mr. Hazen—The attorney-general this
morning expressed surprise at my action
with regard to the point of order he
raised, and said that I had caused him
surprise many times this season, and al-
ways seemed to think it my duty to stand

general that I have been frequently sur-
prised at his conduct during this session,
but never more so than when a few cven-
ings ago he made a violent attack wupon
the standing and reputation of judges ‘of
the supreme ocourt, and then went and
asked the reporters in the house not {o
publish his remarks.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I made no attack on
the judiciary. I merely pointed out the
desirability of every care and study being
given to the various cases that come;before
the members of the bench.

Hagzen Favors Ontario System.

Mr. Hazen—Coming to the matter in
hand, I am not prepared to say that a
bare majority of voters should have the
right to eay that no licenses shall be is-
sued, but 1 believe that a provisien, such
as the local option provision in force in
Ontario, would be of benefit to this prov-
ince. Under such an arrangement mno
license can be issued where three-fifths of
the voters cast their ballots to the con-
trary. As the law in New Brunswick is
at present, every man who, for any reason,
does not vote, is regarded as favoring the
granting of licenses. The country should
be governed by the men who exercise their
franchise, not by those who stay at home.
A provision making B threefifths vote
necessary would be an excellent one. It
would be just as well not to have any
provision at all as to have the one now
on the books. The premier has declared
his desire to advance the cause of temper-
 ance. 'This he can do by amending the
law along the line of the Ontario act.

Tet me say a word also in reference to
a matter brought up by the honorable
member for St. John. He pointed out cir-
cumstances which if he was not misin-
formed show clearly a violation of the act
in St. John. Every one will admit that if
Jaws are on the statute books it is the
duty of the government and the legisla-
ture to see that they are eaforced. Sec.
19 of the act provides that four licenses
may be issued for the first 1,000 of popu-
lation of a ward or parish and one for
every additional 500. It also provides that
in St. John the mumber of licenses shall
not ‘exceed 75. The commissioners in St.
John issue more than the legal number
and coatend that under the act they are
able to issue 75. Such a contention I
think will not be upheld by any com-
petent lawyer. Now if the member for St.
John is correct and I believe he is, it is
clear that the commissioners in St. John
are violating the law. It is in the inter-
ests of all that the law should be ob-
served and it is the duty of the govern.
menat if this St. John violation is brought
to its attention to instruct the commis-
sioners that the law must be observed.
The complaint has been brought to the
attontion of the attorney general and he

Courts.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—My attention has
been drawn . ~"e action of commission-
ers in issuing licenses and I have been
informed by them that they have taken
the advice of counsel and were told they
were acting within the law. They also
said that they thought it better to put
taverns in the business wards of the city
rather than in residence wards. I have
been anxious not to interfere with the
work of the commissioners because if I
did it ‘would be said that they were uxder
the control -of the government. I have no
hesitation in saying, however, that in my
opinion, the commissioners have no right
to issue more licenses in a ward than the
law provides. To test the matter I am
willing to have a case stated to be de-
cided by the Supreme Court. The member
for St. John has said that the commis-
gioners were winking at violations of the
law and that one of them had been fined
for doing so. He should have stated the
facts which were these: The chairman of
the commissioners, acting as he thought
under good legal advice, consented to the
transfer of a licerse and was proceeded
against for so doing. The case was a dif-
ficalt one and the judge took some time
to decide and finally decided against the
chairman.

I am glad the leader of the opposition
agrees with me that a raere 'majority ot
votes cast should not bring about prohi-
bition in any district. I think we had bet-
ter let the law remain as it is for another
year. A number of elections under it are
peading end we will see how it works. 1
quite agree with the leader of the oppo-
sition that the present license law is a
good one and I believe that the commis-
sioners are trying to do their duty. To
show the views of the government on this
matter I will read the reply I have sent
to the president of the N. B. Temper
ance Federation.

_ Frederictor, N. B., April 9, "07.
Rev. Thos. Marshall, President of the N.
Ié., ]’fe:npemnce Federation, St. John,

S%r: Having reference to the communi-
cation presented to the government by
yourself and Mr. Edwin N. Stockford,
secretary of the above federation, I have
now the honor to inform you that no
facts have been laid before the govern-
ment showing a refusal or neglect to en-
force the provisions of the Liquor License
Act. These officials as well as the inspec-
tor have been given to understand that it
is their duty to enforce the law, and if
I evidence is presented to the government
showing that they have not done so the
necessary action will, as was stated by
the late premier and myself at the meet-
ing in St. John on Feb. 7, be taken.

desirable in the public interest that the
laws of the country should be enforced,
and in appointing officials whose duty it
is to enforce any particular laws, whether
the liquor license act or any other, it
always gives these officials to understand
that they expected to faithfully dis-
chargo duty devolving upon them.

g regard to the second resolution of
P temperance federation, requesting the
overnment to pass a prohibitory law
similar to the Prince Edward Island act,
the governmeat feels that the question

which this resolution raises is one of the
utmost importance, having in view the
i -

by my friends. 1 may say to the attorney-:

should see ‘to it that action is taken. _:

The government recognizes that it is|

|
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Premier Willing to Test Clause in |

general welfare of the people. No one can
be more alive than the members of the
executive to the evils resulting from the
traffic in intoxicating liquors, but in con-

sidering what measures can best be taken,
to do away with or to reduce such evils|

regard must be had not only to the re-
sults following the enactment of such a
law in this province many years ago, but

also to the experience in other countries. |,

Tt is, I venture to think, generally recog-
nized by the most experienced advocates
of temperanco that in order to enforce
successfully a prohibitory law theré must
be a strong public sentiment favorable to
its provisions and prepared to support
whatever action may be necessary for its
enforcement. The view of the government
is that to pass laws which are incapable
of enforcement would simply tend to cre-
ate in the public mind a want of respect
for all laws and =o be productive of much
more harm than good. |
The present liquor license act malkes
provision for local option, giving power to
a majority of the ratepayers in any par-
ijsh ‘or the ward of any city or town to
prohibit the granting of licenses in such
parish or ward. It is the opinion of the
government that this provision for local
option. if it couid be generally brought
into foree. would -prove, a very effective
means of preventing the sale of intoxicat-
ing liquors in those portions of the prov-
ince where the inhabitants, or a majority
of them, are sincerely desirious that the
sala of liquor in their localities. may be
prohibited. There are, as you are aware,
several sections of the province where the
prohibitory clauses of the liquor license

! act ars in force and with excellent re-

sults.

It has become quite a common saying
that the Canada Temperance Act in New
Brunswick is a failure. That this is not
the case the fact that it has been kept in
operation in mine counties of the province
for many years and that the several at-
tempts made to repeal it have been un-
successful ought- to be sufficient answer
to this statement. In the opinion of the
government the Canada Temperance Act
has been productive of tnuch good, par-
ticularly in the rural districts, and this is
by reason of the strength of the temper-
ance wentiment in such districts. In cities
and towns, however, the same cannot be
said, for the evident reason that the pub-
lic sentiment therein has not beea suf-
ficiently strong to support the rigid en-
forcement of the act.

The committee of the executive council
has the fear that if a prohibitory law
were brought into operation for the whole
province it would be found impossible to
successfully enforce it, not only in the
larger cities and towns but also in various
other sections of the province where a
considerable proportion of the people
would bs unfavorable to the act. This
being the view of the government it does
nat feel that it would be properly dis-
charging its duty to the public if it were
at the present time to invite the legisla-
ture to pass a prohibitory law. The gov-
ernment recognizes, however, with great
pleasure, that the temperance sentiment
of the province is rapidly growing in
strength and the view which the govern-
ment feels bound to entertain at the pres-
ent time might not be warranted by the
state of public sentiment in the not dis-
tant future. :

With these observations I hawe the
honor now to inform you that the gov-
ernment proposes during the recess to ap-
point a commission of three reliable per-
sons to visit Prince Edward Island with
a view to looking into the working of the
prohibitory law there and to make a re-
port for the information of the legisla-
ture. The temperance federation will be
asked to name one member of the com-
mission, and I trust that a faxorable re-
sponse will be made to the invitation.

I have also to inform you that before
the close of the present session some am-
eadments will be made to the liquor

license act which will facilitate the taking government on their change of heart and |

of a vote under the provisions of the act
relating to local option.
I have the honor to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM PUGSLEY.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—I. think that this
letter will commend itself to the people
of the country. It is certainly desirable
for us to get.information in regard to the
working of the P. E. Island act. If we
pass a prohibitory law we must do it after
the fullest consideration, for if it comes
into force it must not be for a few months,
as was the case with the old prohibitory
law, but for all time and all the resources
of the government will be used for its
successful enforcement. I feel that all the
members of this house have a sincere de-
sire to promote the cause of temperance
and I am sure there has never, been a
legislature in this province that was more
free from the use of liquor than this one.

Mr. Maxwell—I am pleased to hear the
opinion of the premier on the section of
the law regulating the number of licenses
in St. John. I do not make any particu-
lar charge as the matier is one of public
notoriety. The parish commissioners are
just as negligent as the license commis-
sioners for the number of road houses and
the behavior in the neighborhood is a
positive fuisance. If the licensees only
lived up to the letter of the law there
would not be so much to complain of.

The section as drawn was agreed to.

On consideration of the section provid-

ing that in any municipality wherein the
Scott Act is in force the council of any
city or town of such municipality may ap-
point an inspector. Mr. Maxwell moved
that the word “shall” be substituted for
“may,” but Hon. Mr. Pugsley declined to
accede to it and the bill was agreed to
and reported.
. Mr. Allen moved that the Fredericton
assessment bill be recommitted for further
consideration and Mr. Robinson moved
that the Moncton police bill be also re-
committed for similar purpcses. On the
house going into committee on these bills
Mr. Allen moved that the date by which
the city council should determine the
amount of assessment for the present
year should be extended to the 10th of
May and the time for the notice to the
first of May. This was agreed to.

On the consideration of the Moncton bill
Mr. Robinson moved an additional section,
fifteen, permitting the city council to re-
peal the bye-laws and thereupon the board
of police commissioners should be recon-
stituted in all respects as provided by the
bill. This was agreed to.

Hon. Mr. Farris presented the report of
the committee on contingencies.

The house, in committee, went into con-
gideration of the bill to amend the school
act. IHon. Mr. Robinson introduced an
amendment which was agreed to, giving all
grammar school teachers doing actual
grammar school work, $460 after seven
years service.

Flags for Schools.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said there was a
strong feeling that steps should be taken
in regard to the flying of the Canadian
ensign over the school buildings of the
province ‘and he would like to have thg
view of the house in regard to it. He
submitted by way of suggestion the fol-
lowing amendment to the bill.

And whereas it is desirable that the
boards of school trustees throughout the
province should be encouraged to make
provision for the flying of the Canadian
ensign from the schoel buildings or
grounds. If is therefore enacted that it

e ——————————————

shall be the duty of the board of educa-
tion to cause circulars to be sent to the
secretaries of all boards of school trus-
tees urging upon them the desirability of
flying the Canadian ensign from the
school building or grounds within their
jurisdiction on all days when the weather
conditions are suitable in order to imbue
the school children with a knowledge of
and love for the Canadian flag and the
board of education is hereby authorized
to appropriate a reasonable sum to assist
in the purchase of flags for such purposes
where the boards of trustees are unwilling
to bear the whole cost of the flag.

I do not think that the importance of
school children being accustomed to see-
ing the Canadian flag flying can be over-
estimated. In St. John the only flag that
floats every day is the stars and stripes.
Mr. Maxwell—I am in entire sympathy
with the spirit of this section, and think
it a wise one. I think the flag might also
fly from the customs and post office every
day. The time has come when loyalty
ought to be part of the education of our
children.

Mr. Flemming—I am glad to know that
in Carleton county the idea has taken
deep root, and that many of the schools
are provided with flags. The section was
carried unanimously, and the bill agreed
to. -

The bill to amend the New Brunswick
election act was again considered in com-
mittee and agreed to.

The bill in regard to the appointment
of king's counsel was agreed to in com-
mittee.

Highway Act Amendment.

The bill to amend the highway act was
next considered.

Mr. Burns said he would like an inter-
pretation of the section.

The Hon. Mr. LaBillois—When the act
was passed it was thought advisable that
the local surveyors of highways should act
as labor commissioners, but owing to the
fact that tHe crown land office preferred
that the labor act commissioners should
do the work, the section had not been
acted on.

Mr. Burns said that in the county of
Gloucester they preferred the road super-
intendent rather than the labor commis-
sioner, on the ground that he was better
acquainted with the local conditions.
Mr. Hazen—I presume this bill is in
fulfilment of the promise contained in the
speech. 1 motice that it has been the
habit of The St. John Telegraph. during
this session on the few occasions when
agreed with the honorable gentlemen op-
posite, to congratulate me on the fact that
I could find nothing objectionable in the
course being pursued by the government.
The editor of that paper evidently
thinks that I am not properly discharging
my duties as leader of the opposition if 1
do mnot oppose everything that the gov-
ernment does. That. is not my conception
of the duties of my position, and now and
then, though' I must admit on very few
occasions, I have been able to agree with
the honorable gentlemen opposite. On
this occasion the shoe is on the other foot
and I am pleased to congratulate the

for once they are becoming clothed and
in their right mind and supporting meas-
ures which, when proposed by the opposi-
tion in 1904, they opposed to a man and
claimed they were of no real benefit‘to
the country.

In 1904 when the act was being dis-
cussed in the house the opposition insist-
ed that} a provision should be inserted for
the taking care of the winter roads and
that a certain proportion of the money
reserved for assisting to keep the roads
open. This view was combated by hoxor-
able geatlemen opposite. To show how
strongly opposed we on this side of the
house were to the bill Mr. Smith moved
an amendment that power be left to the
superintendent to set aside, in his discre-
tion, a sufficient part of the ten per cent
to purchase machinery and pay for labor
in “connection with the opening of the
roadg, but this was voted Jdown. Later on
when the bill was up for third reading
the- honorable member for Charlotte
(Grimmer) moved that The bill be refer-
red back to the committee for the inser-
tion of provisions for the breaking of the
roads in winter and pay for the tost of
doing so, but this also was voted down.

I am gald to find that members of the
government have now found, by experi-
ence that the opposition was right and
now at the end of what might be called
this “penitential”’ session they come down
with an act providing for the very thing
they voted down in 1904.

We also took very strong exception to
those provisions of the act which took
the ownership of the roads out of the
owmers of the adjoining farms .and we
urged as strongly as we could that should
not be carried. We were told thers was
nothing in our objection it was purely
sentimental. Again I say we find the gov-
ernment coming down with a bill embody-
ing the very clauses we contended for.
But there is an election in view and it is
necessary to bring forward something in
mitigation of this act but it is still as un-
popular as ever and will remain so until
very considerably altered.

Hoa. Mr. Pugsley—It is very gratifying
to the government to find that we can Jdo
something that the leader of the opposi-
tion approves of. Sometimes we make
mistakes, but, if as the result of experi:
ence we find them out we are always will-
ing to learn. The highway act is one of
them.

My honorable friend must not assume
that in allowing ten per cent we have
made any radical change. We have given
the power now and we hope the road
superintendent will take advantage of it.
As to the ownership of the soil while
we vest the ownership in the land owner
we give larger powers to the superintend-
ent than before. I am glad that the bill
meets with the approval of the members
opposite. I would, if a farmer, think it
very objectionable that the control of
highways should be vested in the muni-
cipalities. We have throwa the entire re-
sponsibility for the upkeep of roads and
bridges on to the government and it will
be a long time before we come to the
conclusion that it is advisable to vest the
wontrol ia the municipalities.

\Mr. Grimmer thought that before re-
moving any obstructions on the highway

ing the same.

‘Hon, Mr. LaBillois said that was one of
the greatest difficulties they had to deal
with. 1t often beeame necessary to move

obstructions at oncz and if they waited
to give notice they might bave to wait

notice should be given to the persoa caus-

some time before any notice was taken
of it. -

The house then took recess.

_ consideration of the

enalty on any person travelling

Bow shoes through the centre of a
fter road. The matter was debated. by
Mlessrs. Smith, Morrison and Hazen and
finally the section was made to apply only
to the couaties of Gloucester and Resti-
gouche.

The bill was then agread to.

The bill relating to fishermen’s union
was also agreed to in commitiee.

In the house tonight the highway  bill

| was agreed to after some debate and also

the bridge bill. The leader of the opposi-
tion divided the house on the third read-
ing of the former bill with an amendment
declaring that the money for bridges and
roads should be expeaded by the munici-
palities. This amendment was lost by a
vote of 27 to 10.

The committes on public accounts re-
ported and several members apoke on the
subject. The committee on privileges also
reported and their recommendations were
embodied in a bill which the attornmey
general brought in and the same was read
a third time and passed.

The house adjourned at 1.30 a. m.

Prorogation will take place tomorrow
at 9 a. m.

| - Fredericton, N. B., April 13—(Bped-
| al)—The legislature was formally pro-
{ rogued by Lieut. Gov. Tweedie, at mine
| o’clock this morning.

Only a score of members were in attend-
ance and there were very few spectators.
There was no guard of honor but His
Honor was accompanied by Major Bridges,
A. D. C., Private Secretary Barker, and
the mace ‘bearers.

The prorogation speech was as follows:

“It affords me much pleasure to express
my appreciation of the diligence with
which you have applied yourselves to the
performance of your legislative duties dur-
ing the session now about to close. I trust
that the many important measures which
have engaged your attention will result
in adding materially to the progress and
prosperity of the prowinces.

“I thank you for the supplies which
you have voted for public works and the
other usual services. In relieving you
| from your labors, I sincerely trust that the
| blessings of Providence may rest bounte-
| ously upon you in the discharge of your
| ordinary avocations as well as upon the
. people whom you represent and you car-
| ry with you my best wishes for your pros-
| perity and happiness.”*
| The legislature sat umtil two o’clock this
| morning, and finished up business. The
| report of the privileges committee on the
| Restigouche election case, which was a un-
| animous oné, racommends some slight
' changes in the election law. It passed the
| house without division or debate, and the
| changes suggested were embodied in a bill
| which was introduced by Premier Pugs-
| ley and passed. i I :
| Before separating the members joined in
 singing Auld Lang Syne and the National
LAnthem. o "
| It seems to be the gemeral opinion here
| that another session will be held before
the elections are called on.

At the Friday night's session of the
legislature, on the motion of the attorney

1| general, the bill relating to dams, sluice-

ways, fishways was recommitted for cer-
tain amendments to be made, which was
done and the bill was subsequently re-
ported as agreed to.

The committee proceeded with_ the con-
sideration of the bill to provide for the
erection of permanent bridges and also
relating to provincial debentures.

Permanent Bridges.

Ion. Mr. LaBillois in explaining the
first portion of the bill said: In addition
to the policy of the departmemt of keep-
ing in repair the, roads and bridges in
the county, we have thought it afivisa.ble
to undertake the rencwal of a lot of the
I old wooden bridges. These will not be
done right away, but we propose to com-
ence with some of those most needed and
}spread the work over a number of years.
!To begin * with there is the.» highway
‘I bridge between the city of St. Mary's and
'Frvdericton. This was built more than
twenty years ago at a cost of $82,568.
Various amounts have from. time to time
been expended in repairing this bridge but
the time has now arrived when no fur-
| ther repairs can be profitably carried out
|and the bridge must be entirely rebuilt.
1t is estimated that to build a first class
steel truss bridge with a sidewalk sup-
ported on granite masonry piers and abut-
ment approaches will cost $225,000, or in-
cluding the two new spans, which were
erected last winter, $275,000. The work
of rebuilding must be put in hand at
once as the present structure is in a very
unsafe condition and an accident may
happen at any moment.

I asked the engineer a short time ago
how long he thought concrete piers would
last and was told that if properly built
they would last forever. Well that is a
good long time. We propose to rebuild
the two spans next on each side of the
two buwit last winter at once and the
contract for the work wilt be awarded in
a few days. The piers will be put in this
summer and the bridge will be built on
them next winter. 1t will take three or
four years to complete and we propose
to spread the cost of the work over that
| time.
| Out of the grant of $170,000 voted for
this department after payment of the in-
terest on bonds and the sinking fund,
amounting to $23,000, there is only $147,-
000 left to spend on the small bridges
after repairs to the big ones are made.

Other Bridges.

In addition to_ the Fredericton bridge,
the bridges we propose to rcbuild are as
follows.

Madawaska County.

The bridge at St. Leonards we propose
to repair and partly rebuild at a cost of
$5,000.

‘A new covered or steel bridge on con-
crete piers at St. Jacques at a cost of
$15,000.

Victoria County.

A steel bridge at Broad Way costing
$6,000.

At Salmon River,, a covered bridge
costing $3,000.

At Three Brooks, a covered bridge cost-
ing $7,000.
{ At Riley Brook, a covered bridge of
1three spans costing $7,000.

| Carleton County.

| A bridge at Florenceville at a cost of
| $15,000.

| At Bath, a steel bridge on concrete sub-
structure at a cost of $75,000.

| Charlotte County.

At St. George, a steel bridge at a cost
of $9,000. ,

A covered bridge at Young's costing $5,-
| 000.
! York County.
{ In addition tb the Fredericton bridge
there is the new stee! bridge at Hawk-
shaw costing $65,000.
i Repairs at Patterson’s CGiujch at a cost
1 of $3,000.
Queens County.

A new stecl bridge on concrete piers at
i(‘rhiln]mn, costing $40,000.
A covered bridge at the Narrows, Wash-

edemoak, partly wood and partly steel, on | surely notbing very extraordinary in the -

concrete piers at a cost of $36,000.

fact that we aesired to rebuild and repair

Beech Bridge we propose to repair ab | ., 4.in pridges. The board of works every

cost of $1.500.
St. John County.

Cushing’s Canal Bridge to have a new
steel span at a cost of $3,000. !
Reconstruction of the present suspension
bridge or the building of a new steel
bridge capable of carrying the street rail-

way at a cost of $150,000.
Kings County.

|
|
At Titusville, a covered bridge costingi
§15,000. _ !
At Hillsdale, one costing $4,000. !
At Salmon River, one costing $4,000.
Covered bridge at Passckeag, costing |
$10,000. 5
Steel bridges at Apohaqui and Roach- |
ville, each costing approximately $10,000. l

Albert County.

_ Covered bridge at Saw. Mill Creek cost- |
ing $3,500.
Bridge at Mill Creek costing $7,000. i

{

Westmorland County.

_ New steel bridge at Hall's Creek cost- |
ing $15,000. .
Memramcook bridge costing $3,000.
S'teel bridge at Shediac costing $15,000.
New embankment at Hollow Creek at |
a cost of $1,000. Y’

Kent County.

New covered span at McLeod's Mill |
bridge costing $1,500. !
Steel bridge at Cocagne costing $7,000,!
Small steel bridge at Black River cost-\
ing $6,000.

Northumberland County. |

]

On the northwest Miramichi we have
to construct six covered wooden trues
spans on masonry piers which we esti-
mate will cost $20,000.

Covered bridge at Cain’s Point costing,
$8,000. .

00(‘? steel bridge at Morrison costing $5,-
A bridge, possibly of steel and con-
crete, at Donalds at a cost of $20;000.

Gloucester County.

Bathurst Station bridge, which will cost
$14,000.
River bridge to cost about $15,000.

Restigouche.

A new steel bridge over the Eeel River,
which will probably cost about $15,000.

There iz the wooden Hartt's bridge in
Sunbury county which will probably be
rebuilt of steel and masonry at a cost of
$15,000.

Not Going to Rush Work.

I may say that we are not going to rush
this work by any means. We have simply |
looked ahead and taken stock of what we!
will have to do’in the near future so that |
we may be ready to do the work when the |
time comes. The department is ma.].«:ingl
a very careful study of the matter and

| or_rebuilt.
|{)V’e1' again sanctioned the policy of build-
| ing permanent bridges and

! than this Bath bridge.

vear had to do a large amount of bridge
building for we have more than seventy
miles of bridges in this province which are
subject to decay and have to be rencwed
This legislature has over and

the people
have approved of them likewise on many
occasions. 1f the opposition object to this
policy let them put their finger on a single
bridgs in the list we have submitted and
say that bridge ought not to be built. I
dare them to do so. The chicf commis-

| sioner has for months been studying the

condition of these bridges. The govern-
ment is responsible for their safety and
what a cry will be raised by the opposi-
tion if owing to our neglect one of them
should fall down and lives should be lost.
We propose to build a new bridge across

{ tha St. John river at Bath. Will the op-

position dare to say that this bridge
should not be built? There is no public
work in this province that is more needed
I am informed
that hundreds of carloads of potatoes have
to be hauled by the farmers eight miles
further to reach the railway station than
would be the cage if this bridge was built.

The other bridges which we have placed
on the list are equally necessary and I
again invite.my hon. friend the leader  of
the opposition to point out one of them

{ which he will say can be dispensed with.

He raises the cry that these bridges will
cost $842,000 and that the bill does not
ask for the whole of this sum but only "
for $350,000. We hope that the balance
required for the construction of thess
bridges can be taken out of current
revenue.

I now pass on to the second part of the
bill. 1 repudiate the statement that we
have been deliberately deceiving the coun-
try. 1t is' unworthy of a gentleman that
he should make such a charge. There is
no deception about this matter, the bill
recitgs the overdraft in the public works
department, and it was fully set out on
page six of the public accounts. It is so
also with respect to the overdraft of the
provincial hospital. What is there to jus-
tify the charge of deceiving the people?
With regard to the wisdom of wiping it.
off, this overdraft has been the accumu-
lation of years. We are paying five per
cent interest upon it and is it not better
instead of starving the public services to
wipe it off and begin with a clean sheet?

When Mr. Blair came into power in
1883 he found an.overdraft which he fund-
ed as part of the debt. In 1892 he did
practically the same thing and met it by
imposing additional taxes. If it was right
to do this thing why should it be wrong

i for us to do it now?

With. regard to the N. B. Railway, I
stated in my budget speech that the in-
terest on these bonds which we guaran-
teed would be addad to the capital account
and made part of the purchase price in
the road. In my answer to the inquiry
which was given on the 19th of March
last all the figures with respect to this
road are fully set forth. The leader of the

when the proper times arrives will un- . opposition says we are imposing a liability

dertake the work in the most satisfactory |
way. |

Mr. Flemming—Can you tell us which |
bridges you propose to begin work on inj
the present year? i

Mr. LaBillois—I cannot tell you just at
present as I shall have to comnsult Witlli
the engineer. Fredericton bridge will be |
begun at once. ‘

Mr. Hazen—I regret that a bill of such |
great importance as this should be brought |
down in the dying hours of the session. In |
this legislature. forty-four years ago a rail- |
way subsidy bill was brought down about |
the same time by which it was proposcd'
to build railways in every county and
which obtained the name of the lobster
act. I think I describe this bill as a
bridge lobster act with a large amount of
wildcat added to it. It appears that on
the eve of the election the government
propose to build bridges in every county
at a cost of $884,000 but when we come to
look at the bill we find that the bond is-
sue for building bridges is only to be $350,-
000. The government have no right to ask
this house to vote this money without
giving further information. They are
bringing this bill in just on the eve of the
election but surely they ought to tell us
what bridges are to be constructed first.
The first permanent bridges we had were
steel superstructures with stone abutments
but now we find the government spending
out of the money provided for permanent
bridges, the cost of wooden covered bridges
which are not permanent bridges at all
and which were formerly built out of or-
dinary revenue. While it may be proper
for us to build bridges, we ought to cut
our garments to fit our cloth and I for one
desire to say that 1 protest against the
credit of this province being pledged to
the extent of nearly $1,000,000 to build |
bridges, only seven of which are new. 1

The second part of the bill contains an
authority to issue bonds to pay off the
over drafts of the public works depart-
ment and of the provincial hospital. This
justifies my eriticism and shows how this
province has been run into debt to the
extent of $219,000 with respect to these
two services by this government.

Far worse than that is the fact that we
are asked to issue $110,500 for that sink
hole of iniquity, the N. B. Coal and Rail-
way Co., to pay the interest on the bonds
which we issued on its behalf. The last
time an issue of bonds was asked on ac-
count of this railway we were assured
with all solemnity that this was the last
time the legislature would be asked to
pay mboney on account of this road. We
were told that it was a valuable asset and
that it would become a paying property
but it has not been able to pay the in-
terest on its bonds. Can any one imagine
a more frenzied piece of finance than the
issuing of bonds to pay the interest on
bonds? Every statement that has been
made on this e of the house in regard
to this road hfs been fully justified.

I now come to the third part of this
bill under which the premier is going to
pay off the entire debt of this province.
It is really wonderful what he proposes to
accomplish with this $130,000. He pro-
poses to get the finance minister of Can-
ada to endorse our bonds so that he can
borrow money at 3 per cent. How can he
do that when the dominion government is
paying four per cent?

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—That is only for a |
short time on temporary loan. i

Mr. Hazen—1 do not believe that money
will be any cheaper for a long time than
it is at present. Ile proposes to place this
$30,000 a year at three per cent in some
bank for fifty years and by that means
pay off our debt. What is the object of
placing money at three per cent when ws
have to pay four or five for it? Our dobt
is now practically $5,000,000 and this gov-
ernment since 1883 has added $4,000,000 to
the debt of the province. It is little less
than an outrage to impose such financia
burden on the province in the dying hou
of the session.

Premier Pugsley’s Challenge.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—The cry that the
opposition has raised about the short per-
iod that is given to the consideration of
this bill has generally been applied to our
railway legislation. But this ses#ion on
the very day the legislature opened we
announced our railway policy and our in-
tention to give larger aid to the Interna-
tional Railway. :

With regard to this measurc there is

on the province with regard to interest.
Had not the province alrcady paid the in-
terest? He says that we are putting this
monsy into that sink hole, the Central
Railway. Yet this is the same railway
that he last session joined with me in re-
fusing to lease for $21,000 a year the inter-
est on $700,000 at three per cent.

Hr. Hazen—I refuse to commit myself
without fuller information.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—The  official report
shows that he put the figures of what the
road had cost together and gave that as
a reason for refusing to lease it at the
sum offered. The earnings of that road
last year were fifty-four per cent. more
than in 1905. I have already shown that
the road is getting into a position to earn
more than the operating expenses. Last
vear there was a favorable balaac2 of up-
wards of $2.000. I never said that the
earnings of the road were paying the in-
terest on the bonds. The report shows
that the reccivar-general was paying in-
torest. The goverament owns the road
and is now asked to provide for rolling
stock. We propose to expend $40,000 in
buying relling stock to enable us to carry
on the large traffic which is offersd. Roll-
ing stock is always charged to capital ac-
count by every railway. I hold in my
hand a statement from the persons who
arc operating the mines at Minto, repre-
seating the congestion of traftic and ask-
ing for more cars, We already own forty-
six freight -cars and we expected to ob-
tain more cars from the Intercolonial, bt
business on that road has increased so
largely that they are " unable to supply
them. - Under these circumstances what is
our duty? Surely it is to supply the
means by which the business of the roads
can be carried on. We are not asking for
oae dollar for repairs, but the rolling stock
-nust be furnished to handle the increas-
ing business. Surely this is not the time
for us to refuse to equip our property.

With regard to the third part of the
bill, over which the leader of the opposi
tion attempts to cast ridicule. can he say
that there is any weak part in.our propo
sition? Does he deny that $30,000 sel
aside every vear at three per cent. will
produce $3.400,000 in fifty vears? Ie says:
Why put this money aside at three per
cent. when you are borrowing mouney as
a higher rate of interest? Why this is
the policy of every government and every
city to set aside a certain sum for the
ginking fund. It is by this means that
the credit of a government or a city is
kept up. Money will not always be as
dear as it is at present, and it is our duty

' to look ahead so as to be able to take

advaatage of a chance to place our bonds
on the most favorable terms. What is
there that is wrong about this inscribed
stock proposition? Tt is true that this
is not a favorable time to borrow money,
but the money market is subject to change
and a favorable time may come very soon.
When that time comes we will b2 able to
borrow at as low a rate as the dominion
government. It is not long since the do-
minion government floated two and a half
per eent. bonds at ninety-one, which was
considerable less than thrae per cent. on
the mbney obtained for the bonds. Why
should we not avail ourselves of our new
subsidy for the purpose of reducing our
intercst upon it? 1f we can save oue per
cant. in our interest it will amount to a
very large sum. This bill will 20t cgu
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