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NMENT ‘ADIIT. DEFICIT
OF $168,000

But for having to provide the money
0 defray ihe expemses of the civil
government of the, province, and also
fo¢ the repair of the roads and bridges,
Premier Foster and his friends would
have had a surplus of §3,100,648.

Bat for lack of courage to curb Mr.
‘Veniot's extravagance, Dr. Roberts’
dcliies, Mr, Magee's Voecational Train-
ing tad, and a few more altogether
uenecessary expenditures, Premier
Fyuster might have had a legitimate
surplus of $250,000 at least.

As it is, the annual statement of
the finances shows,—to quote the exact
phrage used—“deficit on current ac-
count, §166,002.91."

The attempt to show a surplus but
dor the expenditure on account of the
St John and Quebec Railway, is the
baldest fake imaginable. It is so ut-
terly childish that one can oanly
marvel that any reasonable mimd ever
contemplated making use of k. Its
absundity is apparemt on the fact of it
This railway is just as much a portion
of the provincial assets as i3 the bridge
over the Reversing Falls, or any other
dbridge in the province. It was built
almost wholly out of provincial money,
the bonds which securs the payment of
that money are issued by the province
direct—or almost all of them are at|
any rate—tue provinclal treasury re-!
ceives the money derived from qperat-
ing it, less the proportion that is paid
to the C. N. R. for doing the actual
work, and the provinclal government|
appointed rhe direciors who had its|
affairs in charge until the C. N. R, took |
over the actual operation. Why tryy
to wriggle out of recognizing it
provincial property? The guv«rnmeul[
Dbuilt the bridge over the Falls, and re-|
ceives rent for the use of it from the |
Street Railway Co., which rent is duly|
credited in the revenus, as a set-off|
against the imterest on the bonds which |
represent the money borrowed ual
build it. Why not credit the St. John
and Quebec Railway with the $59,6562
received out of its earmings in an hon-
€st manner?

The province does
Sowthampton Railway, it only guaran-,
teed its bonds; yet the earnings of!
that railway are included in the rev
erue, and are set off against the inter-
est on the bonds.

One of the apolegists for the Gov-

as|

not own the

ernment’s action in not including the
8St. John and Quebec accounts in the
ordinary account deciares that “if

“such a burden, amounting to a quar-
“ter of a million dollars charge per an
“mum (which is the re:unlt of the un-
“fortunate policy of the late govern-
“ment) must be a charge upon the or-
“dinary provincial receipts, then snmﬂ
“gpecial form of taxation must be im-
posed upon the people gemerally to
“meet such a serious obligation.” Just
what does our contemportry mean by
the unfortunate policy of the late gov
ernment? Does i mean to comtond
that the rallway should never have
been built? Was this policy anywhere
near so unfortunate as the policy of
gsome of Mr. Foster's friends and pre-
decessors in office in regard to the
Central Railway, from the funds of
which $134,000 disappeared and could
not be traced, and in respect to which
scme of the Premier’s political friends
did some special work for which they
had not prepared themselves, and con-
sequently their performances were in
accord with their preparation? Was
the late government's policy in regard
40 the Valley Railway any more un-
fortunate than their predecessor's pol-
dcy in regard to the Beersville Rail-
way?

The financial sialement a8 presented
by the Comptroller General and eerti-
fied by Chartered Aceountants as be-
ing in their opinion s correet view of
the financial position of the province
af S1st. October, 1920, aceording to the
best of our information and the ex-
planations given to us” is a story of
the most appalling exiravagance ever
heard of in the anaais of ths province,
With a revenus neariy §1,000,000
greater than ever befors, a revenue
that was beyond the wildest dreams

_#of those in charge of previneial affairs
five years ago, there is again the old
" story of not being abie to make ends
meet. The cxpemditare in 1919
reached the high watler mark ef near
Iy $2,600,000, and last year's vavemue
m: that ameuni by seme $600,000,
the Poster Goveramaal net oaly
Spent every cemt of this §600,009, but
mu’vnsmmmmwm

|huving created and imposed the Wild

| vehicles;

ought to ba put at, or else that, having
the additional money to spend, the
government entered on a wild orgy of
spending without any regard to-the
corsequences.

The people of New Brunswick can
only regard the condition of affairs as
showa by the finaneial statement with
the deepest regret, Premier Foster
was put by them into office because
he promised them that as a business
man he would conduct the publie af
fairs on business principles, and ‘would
not only keep the expenditure within
the income, but would practice striet
economy in all cases. With such
revenue as he had this year, he should
have been, as we said before, at least
a quarter of a mililon to the good. Why |
he did mot have it must be left for|
him to explain to the House; but the!
accounts as published evidence ome of |
the most appalling examples of incom-|
petence and inefficiency this country
has ever witnessed. The zeal for econ-
omy that Mr. Foster made such a
great show of before he got into office,
seemed to evaporate altogether as
soon a8 he found himself in charge
of affairs. He promised the House
that the 1920 revenune would not only
ba sufficient to wipe out the 1919 de-
ficit, but would more than suffice to
mreet the 1920 expenditure as well. He
could have carried out his promise—
but he didn't. The people will know
now just how much faith to put in his
statements for the future.
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

Having raised the stumpage since
they came into office from $1.50 to $5;

Land Tax and the Forest Fire Tax;
having almost doubled the fees from
moving pictures, ahd from all incor
porated companies doing business in
the province; having doubled the suc-
cession duties; having put on the am-
usement tax; having had the benefit of
a ten fold increase in fees from momr‘\
having made a legitimate
profit (irrespective of campaign funds)
from prohibition; and having taxed
every other conceivable source of in-
come that the ingenuity of the ex-Food
Controller could suggest, the Foster
Government has found itself in the en.
joyment of a revenue greatly in excess
of anything heretofore experienced in
this province. To most business men,
that is prudent businaess men, the pos-
session of this increased income would
have suggested the thought that it
might be well to put a little by in
case of any unforseen contingency
But the idea apparently did not oc
cur to the Foster Government—or if

i of the prospective voters,

“impost of new. taxes if revemue
“expenditure are to balance." ‘There
‘&re mot many new sources of taxation |
lett open to the governmant; abogt all
thmvmto be_found, short of &
direct imecome tax, have been selzed
upon and are mow paying almost to
the limit. ‘And the people won't stand
another income tax. We all bave been
peinfully reminded recently that we
are already paying two income taxes,
one to the Dominion Government, and
one to the city, and the public is in
no mood to pay & third one to the
Provincial Government. What 18
needed is greater economy in adminis
tration, or as The Globe puts it,
“drastic cuts in the public expendi
“ture.” No government ever had such
an opportunity to save money as the
present Government had during the
las: fiscal year, but it let the chance
go by.  But Mr. Foster and his friends
were too busy buying votes to care
very much how or where the money
went, provided only that by some
roeans or other it got into the pockets
The Globe's |
appeal to the Government “in its own |
“nd the public interests to endeuvour;
“to inaugurate economies in every de-|
‘partment” will fall on deaf ears.
SR SR B

The thrae Government organs in
this city have each seized upon the St.
Jehn and Quebec Railway as thej
scape-goat to bear the onus of & finan-
cial deficit, and they each comdemm

curtin? sed Artie.
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2 hwnmwnbunhnvm a stage
and a Jot of peeple was setting there walting for m
wich we sat down and did too, me saying, I bet theres
£0Ing to be something funny, you'd better see all these peeple
heer if they dident ixpect something funny to happin.
‘Wares the curtin, how are they going to be funny without a
Wich jest then some lady in wite came out
with & violin and started to play it with a sick ixpression, and
after a wile I sed, Aw heck, wats funny about her,
sed, She aint funny, she's jest' funny looking.

. 8hh, shh, sed ma. And some man in frunt of us terned er-
round, being o man half bald hedded and balt mot, saying, Shh,
shih, ware do you boys think you are? Wich I felt like saying,
At o fewneral, only I dident out of
lady came out and started to sing in a forrin langwige, being
werse than if she’d had a vielim, Artie saying, Gosh good nite
who sed she was funny? and me saying If I wasent eny funnier
than that Id go and live in a cemeterry.
Shh, shh, sed ma, and about six other peeple sed Shh, shh,
as if they thawt they was getlting in a game, and some man in
back of us leened over and sed to ma, Madam, if these boys
dont keep still Il call an usher,
even gkinnier, and ma sed, It this is all the better you boys can
appreciate music you better go home, come on.
Wich we did, and if emything funny bhappened ;!t-u ‘that
we missed it, ony nuthing proberly did.

bou‘u.
but

t

and Artle

and then

Being a skinny man looking

%
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the late Government for constructing
the road. Yet a road down the St.
John Valley never had a more earnest
or enthusiastic advocate than the Hon,
William Pugsley. He offered to pro-
vide $15,000 a mile towards its con-
struction at a time when that amount
had a greater purchasing power than
$25,000 a mile had at the time the rou
was actual'y bailt.
PR SO SRR S

Rev. Kennedy Palmer calls
Lindsay Crawford a “self-determined
monkey.” This, says the Toronto
Telegram )s causing loud cries from
certain cages in Toronto zoo, where
an indignation meeting is beln& held.

q
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ing examined
and a half pounds,
Cincinnatd Inguirer.

Stands on Four Legs Anyway.
The class was all attention,
“Now, Johnny Smith, what is &
uadruped !” ‘asked the teacher,
‘A quadruped is anything with four

“Yes. Now give me an example.”
“An elephant.”
“Now, ¢an you tell me of any fea.

thered quadruped ?”

¥Yes, sir. A—r feather bed.”

Force of Habit,
A young mother asked her butcher

to weigh the baby.

“With pieasure, maedam.” Then hav-
the scales, “thirteen
with the bomes"—

" WHAT omms SAY |

ISR

“Pontius Pilate” Storrs.

General Storrs, the present gover-
nor of Jerusalem, has described him-
self with a certain amount. of humor,
as the “successor of Pontius Pilate.”
But there the resemblance begins and
ends. The Roman governor was es-
sentially an opportumist, a man mov:
ing along the line of least resistance.
He had the Roman contempt for the
population he administered, but . this
feeling was mitigated by a desire to
achieve tnd maintain a cheap popu
larity and to prevent any reports for-

BSTABLISHED 1894

OPTICAL SERVICE
Unexéelled is What We Offer,
We grind our owa lenses, ingwr-

ing you a service that Is
PROMPT AND ACCURATE
Send Your Next Repair to Us.
D. BOYANER,
111 Charlotte Stréet |

warded to Rome such as might lead|

to his actione and policy being called

in question. As long as he could dump
responsibility upon any one else he
was ready to render any complaisant
decision. {
General Storrs possesses none oOf
these characteristics. There is little
chance of the latter day governor of

it did, they cast it behind them as an
evil thought. Mr. Veniot, who having
spent $728,000 in 1919, told the Legis.
lature that as a result the roads and|
brldges and other public works of the
province were in such an efficient
state that he would only need $482,000
in 1920, Yet he spent $811,000, that
ha owns up to, and goodness only
knows how much more he charged to|
capital account.

The Government estimated that hn
expenditure on Motor Vehicles Arm_»um
would come to $185000. They must
have known beforehand almost to a
dollar what would be wanted, because
almost the whole amount required is
made up of fixed chargef. Yet they
only debit themselves with $142959,
What {tem have they covered up or
otherwise camouflaged? Here s a
discrepancy of $32,000, which saves|
the deficiency that much at least, For-
est service cost $30,000 more than was|
anticipated, What a little kmowledge
thoge charged with the preparation of |
the estimates seem to possess of the
possible requirements, The state
ment is made by ome government
apologist that the difficulty in making
a close estimate of what the expendi-
ture might be was owing to umsettled
prevailing conditions. No reaSonable
man expects a govermment to make
any close estimate; no man who knews
anything about conditions would com.
plain of an excess in expenditure of

large items, and €0 on-in a lesser de-
gree in regard to the smaller jtems:
but Mr. Veniot exceeded it to the tune
of $325,000, and the Forest Service to
$30,000. The inference is that the esti.
mates were deliherately under stated.

According to The Telegraph, Mr,
Veniot says that with regard to the
expenditures in his department, he was
up against a sitnation in which it was
a case of “he would be damned if he
“did, and he'd be damned if he didn’t.”
increase them. W the effect n Mr.
Veniot was to have been the same m
any case, he had o excuse for spend.

mmtnu&o
was upder $8.465,000; the actual
u-lon tq have been

 $5,100,000,

ing the m His dammation would
have been Do partieylar loss to the
province and it wemld still Rave had
tie ponsy in hand. According to’that

{ telophons comversstion Mr. Veniot

hapded om the damnation to the Prém.

anything ap to $16,008 or so in the!

Jerusalem “washing his hands in in-||
nocence.” On the contrary, he is fully
prepared to assume complete respon-
sibility for all his acts and to ruie
{ the city firmly according to his lights, !
| His Scottish name suggests the stern
Presbyterian, brought up in the faith,

| to whom Jerusalem is really the Holy

City, to be preserved intact and pro-

DOMINION |
COAI.COMPANY
5

GENERAL SALES OFFICE

e ST.JAMES OF. MONTREAL

tected from all sordid contact with
|the outer world. One of the first
{ things he has excluded is the nationai

R. P. & W. F, STARR, LIMITED.

beverage of Scotland, No bars are to
[ be allowed and the sale of whiskey I8
‘ strictly prohibited.—Washington Post,

The First Negro Legislator,

On January bth, Mr. W, M. Moore,
lr»luoted a member of the Legislature
of the State of Missousi from the
| Sixth Legislative District in the city
{of St. Loufs, took the oath of office
|and his seat in the Legislature,
| This event has occasioned a polits
al sensation as Mr. Moore is a negro,
and his gaining Legislative honors
'm‘nrka the first real break In
the Southern policy of according their
| negro citizene taxation without repre-
sentation.

It had to come, as a powerful ag-
‘zrpsslvo movement for political rights

(¢
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ALL SIZES OF

Hard Coa

now in stock.

R.P. & W.F. Starr, Ltd,,

49 Smythe St. 159 Union St.
'Phone Main 9.

nas been organized since the war.
:MPn who went overseas to war, re
fused to pe deprived of their civil
| rights on returning and ecivil rights
ulnclude pelitical rights.—Washington
KSuu-

A Good Substitute,

“German bands” haveleft the coun-
try, presumably for ever. There are
two reasons why there dbes not seem
to be mach probability of their return,
The first one is, of course, that we
don’t like the Germans, and we don't,
therefore, want their bands. The sec
ond reason ig that their place seems
|to bave beén taken by English ex.
‘aervlce men. ‘It ig quite a commen
sight to see a band of six or eight play
ing in he most crowded shopping dis
tricts of London. ‘They are obviously
men who picked up some knowledge
of how to play a musical instrument;
while they were in the army. Mamy
of them, too, equally obviously, must
have played am insirument in their
regimental band. Little did they think
|that & day would. come when they
!would be seen ‘and heard playing pop-
ular airs to Londm shopphg crowds !
~London Mornhm

|
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" THE LAUGH LINE 0

Chie 1
Sub-Bditor—*A correspondent wish-
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‘“PM AS PROUD AS
PROUD CAN BE”

crows the reester. And right he
is; - Bee what & fine specimen of a
bird he is, That's because he ia
fed with Purina Scratch Feed. Our
feed makes healthy pouliry. Means
dollars fn your bank. Try our
Scratch Feed for your bdirds and
you' use mo other brand,
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WAR SECRET OUT

The German Intelligemce Depart-
ment were mystified astohow the
Allies were able to transport hun.

and MULES from America to the
war zone with practically no loss,
even during the stormy winter
months. It was noticed that a
Jump of ENGLIEH ROCK SALT
was placed in the feeding trough et
the head of each animal and the
information is mow forthcoming
that the wonderful tonic properties
of this Salt mined in its natural
state kept the Horeses in the best
of health notwithstanding the
hardships which they ware sub-
jected to.—

KEEP YOUR HORSES AND
STOCK SUPPLIED

$3.00 will bring 100 lbs, prepaid,
to your station,

GANDY & ALLISON,
SALT IMPORTERS
8 and 4 North Wharf,
8t. John, N.B.

‘Phene
m 2640

McAVITY’S 7%

GENUINE ENGLISH OAK TANNED

WATERPROOF LEATHER BELTING

oined with our waterproof cement which is not oolov
e by water or steam means

ECONOMY
D. K. MCLAREN %=, .,

MAIN 1121~-00 GERMAIN STREET, 8T. JOHN, N. B~—BOX 702

oLy 'Io"'o'a"" Y. '7

Is Your Waste Paper
Basket “Pretty Well Shook?”

Youll find our Wire Waste
Paper Baskets gtrong snd
durable, The removable bot-
tom makes emptying easy. ]

Shall we send you one ?
"Phone Main 866,

BARNES & CO., LIMITED

R X )
u::.fo.

The Union. Foundry and Machire Works, l.td.

Engineers and Machinists
Iror and Brass Castings. ‘Phone West 15,

~West St. John, G. H. WARING, Manager.

dreds of thousands of HORSES |

Specials—Salt Fish

Salt Mackerel

Salt Trout

Salt Salmon

Salt Turbot (Deliciouns) .

Salt Herring

Salt Tongues and Sounds
SMITH’S FISH MARKET,

26 Sydney St., 'Phone 1704

L.C.Smith & Bros.
Typewriter

™ Let Us See Your -
LUMBER
Specifications

for the new house or for

improvements. We can .

probably suggest & saving Rebuilt nnd Used Type-
for you. writers, i
Our Lumber 'is of good

quality, and better value
for the money.

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD.
W

Service Department for all
makes of typewriters,

oty

‘Phone Main 121

Mesd Ofos  Branch Offics

|} 027 Matn Strest 88 Chartotte ot
] "Phone e8s "Phone 38
OR. J. D. MAWER, Froprister,
M!su"-ﬂ"pu

ST————

Cut in Brass, Zinc or Oiled Paper
for Packers and Manufacturers
Stes! Punches for Trade Marks

FLEWWELLING PRESS,

8 Market Square, St. John

v
\

The Bes:t Quality at a
Reasonable Price.

GOOD . |

GUTTERS

A nice lot of clear Fir
gutters, Will last  for

WHY DO MEN
CARRY WATCHES?

Well—what do you think of
the man who doesn’t?

What do you think' of ‘the
man who offers excuses for

C. H. PETERS’ SONS

#5. Jouu, B B,

Up-To-Date Specialties |
Card

the timé his watch keeps?
Or of the fellow who pully
_out the bulky eold “turn

1

!

.m'
the prepent nnuumm \32‘. 4x5 and 4:&,
on as a curiosity?

: ‘ - Small enough for ver
e:t-ch::-. m :yh,th,:l; anda  roofs - or large
enough for a warechouse.

ought to carry ome that's a
'Phone Main 1893,

:;eddnlo;ok ’::.‘ .,C‘::“m".'
The Christie Wood-
working Ce., Ltd,

watches, Our prices are
88 Briw Steoet

You will get a real
in heve,

L. L, SHARPE & SON,
Jewsolers and Opticians

|21 Mg Bt 190 Uwiem 3t

 Women's Craven
‘Women's Craven
: Women's Craven
Women's Brown

Regular

- WHILI

$4.55 -

All Rt{hbe:!

Waterbu

.

CHURGHILL GETS FOR

Landon, Jan, 29.~~Winston
Chaorehill, secretary for war
herit the estate of Lord Her!
Tempest, his cousim, who ¢
injuries received in a railroa¢
near Abermule, Wales, Jan. 2
ing to the Daily Mail.

PILES®

ing, ¢
fng 1
lu{g
mmt will rell-n*
dallltl. wllunmw%nlr

-I&I"”D&,

—

o

For




