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THE WALBERG CONTRACTS,

The situation in respect to the Walberg sewer con-
tract at Moncton is set forth in the report of the registrar
of the exchequer court. It seems that on the basis of
the work done, Mr. Audette found the contractor en-
titled to $52,000, The judge has, however, decided that

the governmeunt is bound by the returns of the officers
of the department and Mr. Walbeig gets §90,000

The trench was estimated to cost about $20,000, Mr.
Walberg got schedule rates for part of it. The price
for this was based on the rate paid for excavation for
the foundation of the buildings.
excavated under a peculiar contract, the engineer
agreeing to pay Mr. Walberg what the work cost him
plus fifteen per cent, for his profit. The contractor had
men, horses and carts on the grounds, working at his
other contracts. These men he put at work in the
ditch when convenient. He supplied his own foreman,
hired his own ¢ and carts from himself, In the public
accounts cor ee it was shown that the government
had no check on this expenditure, The time books
ght to behold. They did not give
Men and horses were
There was

presented were a
» workman.
sther in the same columns,
of the slightest value, The expense
ted by.the contractor were accepted, and
zer he made it, the larger were his profits. The
makes some interesting remarks concerning
given to show value. This language is singu-
licable to the Sawdust wharf case.

It is teresting to compare the $90,000 award with
the figure given to the public accounts committee by
Dey Minister Butler, Mr. Crocket was the questioner.

Would you say that forty or fifty thou-

at work?”
3V “Yes, very.”
Q.~-"“What would it be worth?”
A ‘1 think it would be worth eighteen to twenty
*“thousand dolars.”
Q :hteen to twenty thousand dollars?”
it is at cost.”

TRANSCONTINENTAL INQUIRY BLOCKED AGAIN.

ago it was ‘announced that Sir Wilfrid
he Conservatives by proposing an in-
the Lumsden charges. At that time

led the course of the government on

1 H , and predicted that this proceeding
Wi Major Hodgins declared that

conftinental Commission was paying rock prices
for common earth excavation. This was the only part
of his charge that greatly concerned the public which
pays the bills. But the question of classification and
L which the Liberal majority |
on the 1o investigate, and so the

Wwhole inquiry was a sham,

Exactly the same thing has happened again. Mr.
Lumsden, late chief ¢ + of the Trunscontinental,
i ares that there
classification and consequent over-pay-

has resigned his pos He also de

has bee
ments, 3 ys that some subordinate en-
gineers did not cbey his orders The matter which the

government proposes to investigate is the behavior of
the engineers, The real que

m of grave public in-
terest is whether the people are paying many millions to
contractors that they do not earn. It is charged by
Mr, Lumsden, as it was by Assistant Chief G. T. P. En-
glneer Woods, and by District Engineer Hodgir that
there is a cystem of false and fraudulent clas ation
by which the country is paying a dollar and a half a
yard for common excavation whereof the contract price
is. twenty-five to thirty cents per yard. Two and a
half ysars ago this charge was made by Major Hoagins.
Two years ago it was re-affirmed by the engineer repre-
senting the Grand Trunk Pacific Company. Last year
it was again made by the government's chief engineer
on the Transcontinental Two years ago the government
majority voted down the motion to inquire into these
matters. Many times a promise of arbitration has been
made. But te this day no inquiry by way of arbitration
or in any cther way bas been completed and reported
In respect to any single contract, and the public are
absolutely without official information as to whether the
charges are true.

Meanwhile contractors are paid on the alleged false
classification figures. They have been so paid for the
whole two years since ,the first charges were made.
The greater part of the excavation work is done on
several contracts. And now again the government re-
fuses an inquiry into these matters, bringing forward the
excuse that its hole-and-corner arbitration, when it does
anything, will do all that is necessary.

The startling facts brought out by ‘Mr. Lennox yes-
terday are alone almost conclugive proof of deliberately
and systematically false classification. How could the
government engineers in the original
and estimates make such astonishing mistakes? How
could the errors be always one way? Rock is always
more than was estimated, earth always less.

‘ the value of esti so ridiculous)

paid to
#uch as the engineers represented it to be.

The lower portion was

and thus the cost of the railway has Deen swelled.

Mr. Fielding déclared that the roud from 'Monclon
to Winnipeg would be bullt for $51,000,000. The latest
government estimate is $114,000,000. Mr, Fielding had
the authority of the railway department engineers for
his declaration. The people want to know whether Mr.
Fielding was mistaken, and if so, how far he was out,
They want to know how much of the additional $63,000,
000 of cost is mistake and how much of it is fraudulent
over-payment. This is what Sir Wiltrid and his majority
are determined that the people shall not find out.

PUGSLEY CANNOT HIDE IT.

“The case of the Sawdust wharf at Richibucto which
has been engaging the attention of the Public Accounts
Committee for some days, is now closed and will be re-
ported to the House. The evidence showed th_nl the
wharf in question was. bought for $700 and resold to the
Department of Public Works for $56,000 just prior to
the elections of 1908. It was demonstrated that the
original owner would have been pleased to sell it to the
Government for $700, but the department decided to make
the purchase through a middleman and pay middlemen’s
The relation of the transaction brought forth
Contradictory evidence under
vath was a constant feature, and these assertions and
denials were on questions of fact, and not of opinion.
Dr, Reid, the member for Grenville, called the commit-
tee's attention to this, and expressed the conviction that
perjury had been committ Mr, Carvell, who
throughout the hearing of this case has filled the rvle

prices.

some curious testimony.

.{of Government counsel, so far forgot himself as to

call Mr. Reid a coward. Mr. Crocket, of York, N. B,
whose case it was before the committee brought out
the facts clearly and cleverly, and all Mr. Carvell's
bluster and Mr. Pugsley's smooth answers cannot cause
the fact to be hidden that this Government for political
purposes paid $5,000 of the people’s money for. some
thing which they did nét want and could have acquired
for $700.”—Montreal Gazette,

GRAFT AND ANTI-GRAFT IN MONTREAL.

It will soon be learned whether the Montreal people
are in favor of civic graft or against it. Judge Cannon's
report was that a number of aldermen were guilty of
malversation, corrupt practices, and of promoting the
plunder of the treasury. The commissioner recommend-
ed the prosecution of several aldermen and several heads
of departments. Following this report those citizens
who had demanded the inquiry organized for a civic
election, which would change the character of the coun-
cil. In the meantime the discredited and convicted al-
dermen retained their seats, and attended meetings of
the council. They and their allies comprised a major-
ity of the council and they went on doing business as if
the investigation had been a mere joke, One of the
convicted aldermen is a Liberal member of parliament
and retains his seat in the Commons,

The reform city ticket is opposed by another which
has the support of all the men whom Judge Cannon
has found guilty. At the head of the ticket as candidate
It is pointed

for mayor is an influential Liberal senator.
out by the Liberal Montreal Herald, with confession of
shame, that every member of this anti-reform ticket is a

s would be an excessive estimate for the|

iunderstood that Hon. George E.

surveys

What is
astray?  They
do not enable the commission to find out who s the
lowest tenderer, for in District F, the quantities as work-
€d out make the tender of the lccepted contractor
This sum itself
« Look at these
Notice how millions on millions
s over the
amount that would be due them had the material been

Liberal, while the reform ticket is made up from both
Senator Casgrain, the candidate for mayor on
the anti-reform ticket is appealing to his race to support
him against Mr. Guerin whom the reformers have placed at
the head of their ticket. The latter is an Irish Catholic,
a Liberal, and a highly capable man. But it would ap
pear that the machine which has been fighting Mr. Ames
in federal politics is hard at work for the Casgrain ticket.

parties,

MR. FOSTER AND THE BRITISH CAMPAIGN.

A number of Canadians who are in Great Britain
on business or for pleasure, have been speaking at
political meetings, but it has not been reported that
any holding important public, or representative positions
in this country have taken part in the campaign. it is
Foster had a rather
pressing invitation in December to spend a month in
England and Scotland, presenting the case of tariff re-
form. Mr. Foster's series of addresses delivered soon
after Mr. Chamberlain took up the movement are well
remembered by those who heard or read them, and
when this issue became prominent in the campaign, his
assistance was sought. He would have been able to
speak with authority in reply to ministers who represent-
ed Canada as suffering grave troubles by reason of
protection. Mr. Foster did not accept the invitation,
but we may guess two of the reasons. He has been
elected to the Canadian House of Commons and his
work is there while the House is in session. Besides,
Mr. Foster would probably take the ground that the
British parllamentary election is a domestic affair in
which Canadian members of parliament should mnot
When Mr. Foster spoke in England before,
no election was pending and he discussed the preference
question as a matter of Imperial concern,

interfere,

A MISTAKE.

The Amherst News (Liberal), at first protested
against the Sawdust wharf deal if the case was as
represented. But now the News has made the discovery
that *“it was proven before the public accounts com-
“miittee that the part of the property sold by the private
“owner for $700 was only a small portion of that after-
“ward transferred to the government.”

The News has been misled. The two transfers were
of exactly the same property. This is admitted by all
parties, A dispute arose over the question whether the
whole of the property bought by the government was
iacluded in the lot bought by Mr. O'Leary from his
brothers for $400, but it was never disputed that the
$5,000 lot and the $700 lot are identical properties,

Yesterday morning the election returns left the
Liberal and Labor members fifteen ahedd of the Con-
servatives. This morning they are eleven ahead. Yes-
terday the three government parties had a mnjority
They were 84 ahead of the Conservatives. The majority
reported this morning is 83. There are 111 elections to
be held, of which nine or ten will return Home Rulers.
It seems likely that the government majority will be
further reduced.

R

If the British elections of Saturday encouraged hopes
of a reaction in favor of the government, those of Mon-
day were a nipping blast to such cheerful expectations.
Hight seats lost in twenty-five polls ris almost the
worst record made by the Liberals in the whole cam-
paign,

Gilbert Pinchot, Chief Forester, dismissed by Presi-
dent Taft for insubordination, has been elected president
of the United States National Conservation Commission,
succeeding ex-President Eliot, of Harvard University.
In that office he cannot be insubordinate,

TheWoodlwckPmsmtquowvmm
happened to the Valley Rallway Company. This is a
live, question. The company has obtained an answer
from Mr. Hagen to fits request. uthmmwn

can get an answer from Ottawa?

missioners have called it rock and p.m ﬁor it as rock, '

AMERICAN ANTHRAC!T
SCOTCH ANTHRACITE

OLD MINE SYDNEY
ia RESERVS
Deliveria in bulk cr in dage.
Prices gw.

R.P. & W. F. Starr,

Limited

ALENDAR

1911 SAMPLES
Now Showing

C. H. FLEWWELLING,
85, Prince Wm. Street,

We carry everything required for this work, including the following
Complete Sets of Tools. _
Brass, Plain and Stamped. ¢

Fringe; Yellow, Green and Red.

Awis, Mallets, Folders, Shanks, etc., etc.

EMERSON & FISHER, Ltd, 25 Germain Street

WATCHES,

Diamond Importers and Jewelers,

JEWELRY,
DIAMONDS, etc.
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THE METHODISTS AND
THEIR SUPERNUMERARIES

To the Editor of The Standard:

Sir, Will you kindly allow me to
add a few words to what was said on
Supernumerary matters in your issue
of the 20th inst.

The increase of our supernumerary
fund was to be derived from the fol-
lowing sources: An annual assess-
ment of $10—Ilater on raised to $12 on
every minister—an annual assess-
ment of ten cents on every member
of the church; a public collection in
all our meéting places; contributions
obtained by the personal appeals of
the superintendents of circuits when
visiting the classes; and donations,
legacies and the interest on invested
funds.

The ministerial assessment was al-
ways paid at the district meeting in
June; the public collections were
never very large; special donations
and legacies, with a few exceptions,
have neither been numerous nor
great in amount; and a reference to
the minutes of Conference will show
that year after year the: ten cent
membership assessment was not paid.
The methods of securing the neces-
sary funds proved a failure and was
given up, and others adopted in their
place. But the new methods have
not benefited the needed relief, and
the Methodist church today ps the
claims of her disabled ministers with
only 80 cents for the gollar,

For the ministers of twenty-five or
thirty yvears ago this much may be
said that with the miserably small
salaries they were then receiving it
was hard for them to make appeals
for the future when the needs of the
present were S0 pressing, and the
same may be said about our people,

(for times were dull and many were

not able te do what they would like
to have done, although it is doubtless
true that more might have been
done.

But the times have. changed, our
ministers are now said to be on the
whole better paid than are those of
any other church in the province. We
are assured that money is plenty and
the business outlook very bright,
While governments, corporations and
other employers of labor are increas-
ing the wages of their employes be-
cause of the increased cost of living,
no such increase is given the super-
numerary, but instead his income is
subject to a deduction of one-fifth of
what in days of cheaper living was
deemed none too large. If it is the
duty of individuals or firms to pay
their debts a church should do so, and
if our did so the hearts and homes of
these aged men and widowed women
would be relieved of burdens they
have no right to bear. There are it
is said in the Conference of New
k and P. E. Island 20 super-
numeraries and the widows of 23 min
isters who only receive one-half of
what was paid while their husbands
lived—and these had last year to suf-
fer a deficiency of something over
$2,000. For 43 persons this was con-
siderable, but it surely would not be
a very difficult matter for 14,000
church members, without counting
the wider constituency of the congre-
gations to raise that amount.

One word more while all our minis-
ters, professors and other officials are
paid guarterly, many of them month-
ly and some weekly, the supernumer-
ary has to wait for a year for his
small income. And if hard up as not
a few of them are at times, and have
to get an advance upon their claim,
they lm\e to pay interest ou the same.
o B Oy

INERIGAN MODES SEEN
T FENGH CaPTI

New York, Jan. 24—One New York
firm of pattern makers sells number-
less patterns in Paris, and its fashion
publications are published simultane-
ously in Paris, Madrid and Berlin in
the languages of those cities.

“But it is more than this,” said a
New York dressmaker just back from
Paris. “The whole system of dress-
making as practiced by the great
modistes of Paris, the men and women
who have won world-wide fame, is
American,

“If a woman comes to me from a lit-
tle country town I kmow she is not go-
ing to take the thing [ would build for
a Fifth avenue customer. A woman
from a small city in the middle West
would take something different from
both the others, and\a woman from
Cuba something still different.
sl

-

‘After the Holidays’

“We are now MARKING TIME,|
especially on watches, clocks and
jewelry,” that | am MARKING
DOWN to almost cost prices, and
they must go to make room for|
other lines soon coming in.

A SPLENDID LINE OF

GENTS’ WATCHES
of most reliable makes, in SOLID
GOLD, GOLD FILLED, Silver and
GUN METAL cases.

A fine assortment of Ladies’
latest styles Hunting, Open Chat.
aline Cases and also Wristlet
Watches now so popular every-
where.

Call and see goods and get prices.

lal personal at given
0 all’ repair work on the premises
nd satisfaction guaranteed.

W. Tremain Gard,

Goldsmith, Jeweler and Optician,
NO. 77 CHARLOTTE STREET,

alterations; then she is suited,

“So they have learned the American
woman’s tastes and they cater to
them. And the woman comes home
with a trunkful of Paris gowns which
are nothing but New York gowns with
the Paris stamp on them. The Paris-
ian maker has taken the New York
cut, fit and style and built up his great
fortune and reputation on them.

“In two things is Paris superior and
not yet successfully imitated in New
York, color combinations and fine
handwork. The women do not exist
in America to do this handwork, and
if they did it would be necessary to
pay them so much that we could not
compete with the foreign workers.
There is a tradition of fine handwork
among the needlewomen of Paris and
also a tradition of cheapness with
which we cannot compete.

“And as for the color combinations,
there is something in the French artis-
tic temperament which enables them
to get more subtle and beautiful ef-
fects than we are able to. I acknowl-
edge it. But cut, fit and style they
have taken from us, and it is Ameri-
can taste which dictates the work of
the famous Paris shops.”

GEAMAN SPIES ALWARD
IN UNITED KINGOOM

The “menace” with which Ameri-
cans became familiar during the
“threat” of a Japanese-American war
and which generally took the form
of Japanese butlers who were really
spies is now getting in its same old
deadly work in England.

Under the heading “A Real Men-
ace” a man writes to the Gentléwo-
man as follows:

“I must confess that without being
in the least a scaremonger, the pre-
sence of such crowds of foreigners in
our midst does not tend to make one
feel altogether comfortable, Most of
ull doss the German waiter flourish
at all the restaurants, whether smart
or otherwise, all over this great Lon-
don of ours, and in case of an invasion
from overseas what part would these
gentry play in the general commotion?

“By way of answer I will repeat a
story that is now beng told in the
clubs on the best authority. A gentle-
man of English birth, but possessing
in a marked degree the gift of tongue,
entered a well known restaurant with
the air of being a German. He was
soon on easy terms with the Teuton
who of course, attended to his crea-
ture comforts, Before leaving he re-
quested a few minutes private con-
versation with the kellner, who by
that' time had become expansive.

“ Have you,’ quoth the linguist in
most fluent German, ‘your orders for
when the great moment arrives?

‘“‘Oh, certainly,’ replied the waiter,
‘We all know exactly where to go and
what to do.”

CLOSING COTTON LETTER.

By direct private wires to J. C. Mac-
kintesh & Co.

———

New York, Jan. 25.—For the great-
er part of today’s session the cotton
market was governed largely by sym-
pathy with demoralization in stocks.
Of course liguidation from stock ex-
change houses contributed somewhat
to the weakness, but it was apparent
that the greater part of the selling
was for pr 1 short
During the forenoon 'prices receded
from an early improvement of 10
points to 24 points below last night’'s
closing but in the mid-afternoon ag-
gressive buying by houses which
were allled with one of the old bull
cligues supplemented by heavy pur-
chases by prominent spot interests
st the market upward and room
short covering did the rest. The fin-
al level was about four points above
last night’s closing. There was a sin-

ts. | gular

scarcity of mews or rumors, but

it was l&gﬂ‘l that a great many in-

bbornly hold to:the opinion
be the prospect

MAKE
NEW

SIGNS

Special attention glven to out of town orders.

AND
REPLENISH
OoLD

'Phone 697.
RN

H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Ltd.,

139 PRINCESS STREET.

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

Barnes & Co’s., Special Pens

They excel all others in smoothness and durabilty.

BARNES & CO., ltt;.:_- _S—tationers and Printers,

84 Prince William Street, - - - - - - ST. JOHN,N. B.

HIGH-

104 KING STREET

EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON,
otass T AILORS

Importers of High-Grade Cloths for Gentlemen's Wear.

TRINITY  BLOCK

DARING ROBBERIES AT
ST. MARYS AND GIBGON

Goods to the Value of $125
Taken in One Instance and
$10 in Another --- Frederic-
ton Curlers to Come Here.

Fredericton, Jan, 26.—Two daring
robberies were pulled off in St. Mary's
and Gibson last night and so far the
guilty party or parties are at liberty
with booty valued at from $125 to
$150. One of the robberies was at
George Thompson’s store at St.
Mary's, where jewelry of all kinds to
the value of about $125 as well as
about $5 in money was taken, and
the other was at George Brown's bar-
ber shop at Gibson, where razors and
other things valued at upwards of
$10 were taken.

The weekly meeting of the Freder-
icton Curling Club was held Monday
evening and it was decided to extend
invitations to the Campbellton and
Chatham clubs to play here next week.
The following week the Fredericton
curlers will probably visit St. John.
In the police court today the Scott
Act case against Rainsford Allan of
Keswick was tried before Col. March.
The defendant was convicted and a
fine of $50 and costs imposed and
several bottles of liguor which had
been seized at his place were ordered
destroyed.

WEDDINGS.

DeWolfe-Baker.

The home of Mr. B. F. Baker, at
Randolph, was the scene of a happy
event yesterday afternoon, when his
daughter, Miss Mary Perley Baker,
was united in marriage with Mr. Wal-
ter Grant DeWolfe, of the DeWolfe
Hardware Company, St. Stephen. Rev.
F. E. Bishop, pastor of the Fairville
Baptist church officiated. The only
guests present were relatives. The
bride wore a beautiful gown of cream
silk, trimmed with Brussels late, and
was given away by her father. She
carried a-magnificent bouquet of brid-
al roses. Miss Alice DeWolfe, sister
of the groom, was bridesmaid and
wore a becoming costume of pale blue
silk. Mr. Herbert Moore of St. Steph-
en, was the groomsman. After the
ceremony ‘luncheon was servedy and
Mr. and Mrs. DeWolfe left on the
Boston train on their honeymoon trip.
The bride wore a going away gown of
blue, with hat* to match. The gifts
included beautiful cut glass and sil-
verware and elegant china. The
choir and Sunday school of the Fair-
ville Baptist church, of which Miss
Baker was a leading member, present.
ed her with a cut glass cream and
sugar set, and several pieces of fine
china. The bride has a large circle
of friends in this city and in Fairville
and vicinity who will extend good
wishes for her future happiness,

AT THE HOTELS

Royal.
B. Spencer, Halifax; A. M. Carris-
on, Geo, Hill, Belfast; J. W. Linton,
M, Stephens. l‘rtno F. Williams,
Montrenl R. F. Gray, Toronto; W. 8.

Monlgomery. Dalhousie; F. A. Rich-
ardson, Riverside; J. H. MvAree.
Montreal; Mr. and Mrs. W. A. John-

stone, Winnipeg; F. M. Larchar, New
York; James P. Ryan, Sackville.
Victoria.

C. N. Nelson and wife, Woodltock.
T. W. Johnson, Truro; T. H. Brous-
seau, Montreal; A. L. Hoyt, McAdam
Jot; W, A, Davles Moncton; E. R.
Wlsbnrt St. Mnrtlnl, Geo. N. Wal
lace, Toronto, Ont.; W. A. Morton,
Boston 8. J. shmnon. Everett, Mass;
Geo. H. Woodbury, Calgary.

20

for a ladies’ high grade
17 jeweled

Decimal Watch
in 14k gold filled case,
0 size, hunting, plain
or engraved,

These watches are
made up specially for

us with our own name

on movement and dial
and we guarantee them
to be accurate time-
keepers.

L L. Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, ST. JOHN

Just a little

Over the

Price of a Postage
Stamp.

Sc. a day in fact will keep your
clothes cleaned and pressed for
a month. Investigate this,

WILBUR & WATTERS.

20 WATERLOO 8T.

UP-TO-DATE
SPECIAI.TIES

et

Card Systems,
Loose Leaf Systems,
Manifolding Systems,

Modern Methods of Analyzing Rewltl.
Latest Office Systems,
Latest Edition of Pitman’
General up-to-dateness,
Free Catalogue to any addresg,

's Shrthand,

and up-to-da.te Soda ®rinks
with the latest and
flavors and fanacies, calljat

W. HAWKER &
Druggists, 104 Prince

'm. St,

GRAIN DlCLINEG.

Chlca‘o. 1L, .lan. 25~Grain and
provisions declined materially early
in the session today under melling
.pmmre ‘accentuated by the porsist-

against the high

for the*mew crop the necmlllu of
the mll;:‘ will *;:n ur;ea: enough
to compel absorption of the present
season’'s yleld at ruling prices or

.. jupsoN & co.

(oodltnl‘ln. Shorts, however, t ad-
vantage of the downward trend and
rushed to cover, reve
of the mlm ‘and
in the

course

an advance
price of Mﬂllly every com-
modity in the pit.
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