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¢ & ¢ The Government crpiser “Vigilant’
The “Vigilant ™ has had several encounters of late
“~and the with American fishing tugs poach-
‘Poachers. ing in Canadian waters on Lake
) Erie. '‘The most serious of these
" ‘inoidents” occurred Sept. 17, when the Vigilaot’ rid-
dled the big steam’ tog ‘Harry G- Barnhurst’ with
small” shells from’ her rifle on the patrol poat.  The
tag, ‘acoording ‘to ite vapiein’s statement, was about
five thiles ‘over ‘the line drawing nets when the ‘Vigi-
lant’ appeared. Three other tugs were also over the
hive, and ran away when the chase started. Captain
Dunn of the “Vigilant’ ordered the ‘Barnhurst’ to
stop, but instead of doing so her captain put on all
steam and started for the line. He took a south-
westerly direction’ and could not be headed by the
“Vigitant,” It has become quite the custom for phe
Erie fishermen to cross the line, regardliess of sfrict
orders from the companies employing them, ang/have
exciting’ brushes with the “Vigilant.” They fever
think of surrender ' when there is a chance to run
away. More than thirty shots struck the vessel, and
of these fifteen of the small shells landed with tell-
inb ‘effect on. the upper parts, so the boat careened
' %0 ome sid¥ with the mass of wreckage when she
came into port. Having been used for a pleasure
stenmer, the ‘Barphurst is of large size and well fit-
ted ‘with steam equipment. The ireman, Magnus
Johnson, fainted in the hold from gver-exertion in
keeping the steamer going ahead. He was reported
killed, but revived after reaching shore. Two fisher-
‘men were cut in the face by splinters shot away by
the “Vigilant’s’ bullets.

The Tarif Commission is now
holding meetings in _ British Col: '
‘wmbia.  Among the " industrics
> L1 % U protection are those of lead-min-
ing, frwit-growing and lumbering. At the sitting of
wz'm\atm‘wn-‘"' were P ted
showing - that British- Columbia produced $1,421.874
Ma«gm yoar and that the output is in-

i The burden of the lead miners’ statements
. wais that the industry is now in good shape, but
_‘the bounty on lead mining being only a tem-
porary -sid, a duty should be put on pig Jead when
the bounty expires three years hemce. They also ask-
od that- a5 ‘soon ‘as dry white lead, orange mineral
are “made ~ ¥ Canada they should be

Sonthern British Columbia Fruti-
v were rep ted at Nel by a delegation.
They appear to be fairly well satisfied with the pro-
they now have, and are willing that oranges

and Mmons should be'admitted to Canada duty free.
. But they wtn ly opp the request of the Win-
tifieg dealérs for lower duties on fruits produced in
a spoke - with great confidence
hortieultural - prospects of British Oolumbia
Yt in a fow years they would be able to
the Prairie Provinces with all the fruit oap-
being grown in Canada, which they would
~<But if the Fruit-growers were modest in
65% “demends the same cannot be said of the lum-
+ bermen. They admit that the output of lumber pro-
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s dviced west of Lake Superior is increasing ' and
amounts - 46 50,000,000 feet “annually, while only
2,000,000 are imported, that is, they have 90

per cert. of the market secured to them by, the pres-

t. Considering the i t
which is now reduired in the
1. Northwest it may well be considered whather it is

_not ‘more important to the gemeral welfare of _the

Domiinion that the settlers in the Prairie Provinces

‘shall ‘be able 0 sécure their lumber at a Treasonable
“vipwios than that the lumber kings of British Colum-
 ‘bip shall be able to amass’ fortunes by:securing an
“absolute ly of the busi
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£ ?ﬂ‘tm ' that an official inspection of the
FRTANE ' boundary line between the United

g the fact thht a small district in-
4 ' oladed in' the' State of Vermont was really on the
: ﬁﬁ-'n‘ side ‘of the international line. This report
{ Jed & Texan editor to write what is described as a

i

| “ringing bditorial,” profesting against any transfer
' of Vermont territory to Canada. One wonders whet
“ the views of ‘the Texan editor would have been if
“4he | fomse’ ‘had been ' reversed ' and = ‘that

. ‘States and ' Canada had revealed.
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the boundary line | had been deflected
to the morth instead of to the south. . How-
ever, this bellicose Texan will not be called upon to
shoulder his rifle.in the interests of Vermont. It has
been ascertained that the boundary- line § all right.
The report that it mqul'n'd to be rectifiet grew out
of the local observation that the line is not straight.
Those who originally traced . it with imperfect ap-
pliances approximated the parallel and when the two
governments put up monuments they accepted the
line as traced rather than the actual astronomical
line, according to all boundary practices. It was
thought that some of the markers might have been
displaced or obscured, but the party found the. ori-
ginal course exceptionally easy of identification.

The Minister of Railways is evi-
dently giving close attention to
The Intercolonial the affairs of the Intercolonial.
In company with the Deputy
Minister, Mr. Butler, he has re-
cently made a tour of inspection with a view to se-
ocuring first-hand information concerning, the state of
the road, its equipment and of matters gemerally
connected with its operation. So far as the condition
of the road and its rolling stock-is concerned the re-
sult of the inspection is reported to have been grati-
fying to the Mimister and his deputy. They are of
opinion, however, that some changes in respect to
management and operation may be made with ad-
vantage. More recently Mr. Emmerson has had a
conference at' Moncton with the heads of departments
and other officials of the Intercolonial, and has
clearly intimated to them’ that unless the road can
be run so as to avoid large annual deficits, the In-
tercolonial will cease to be a Government road. In
addressing the heads of departments at Moncton Mr.
Ermmerson according to the “Transeript’ soid:

#Buch changos as- will {provent the cxisting deficit
being repeated are ne . If this is impossible,
or if we cannot make ends meet, then I say that the
end of the Intercolonial as & government operated
road is in sight. T am fully imbued with that idea,
and I think the trend of events bears me out, Of
cofirse, somebody may say that if, this were so the
people of the Maritime Provinces would arise in
their politcal might and go against any government
or set of men who might advooate the handing over
of the Intercolonial to a company. Let me say, the
people of the Maritime Provinces would be numeri
cally at a disadvantage in a contest of that nature,
when, opposed by the forces that would be on the
other side. 1 direot your attemtion to these fncts in
orfler that you may see the thing as I see it, and
that you may help,demonstrate, if it can be demon
strated, that the Intereblonial can be enrried om un
der the present systemi. without such a great dis
parity between recsipts and expenditure. There ia
one view that I bave communiocated to the press,
and I will mention to you here: 1 would like to we
a system inaugurated by which the heads of the
various departments would be held accoumtable for
results. They must show decimion. They must decide
what. ought to be dome under certain circumstances,
and do it. Every man in charge of a department
will be expéoted to have some backbone
Each department should be self-contained so far as
responstbility is concerned, amd each man muwt feel
that the burden is upon him of bringing about bet
ter results. He must not lean on soimehody else, wnd
if he confesses by the results that he is imoapable,
it simply means that he will have to make way for

someone who will try and do better. | am not going

into this matter without a full sense of what it
means to all of us, and T am prepared to take the
conseqhiences of all I am attempting to'do. If I fail,
I will gladly make way for someone elwe. I do not,
however, think  we need spell out the word failure
just now if every man will be imbued with the same
desire and determination of purpose that I have.”

The fiscal statistios of Canada for

Canada’s  the year ending June 30th last
indicate a large, but as compar-
Trale ed. with the figures for the preced:

ing year, not an increasing trade.

The trade of the last fiscal year amounted in the
aggregate to $470,151,289, being $2,581,749 less than
for the previous fiscal year. The imports totalled
- '$266,834,417, an increase of $7,622,614 over the pre-
ceding twelve months. The exports amounted to
$203,306,872, ‘a decrease of over $10,000,000 in domes-

tic and ' foreign goods combined and of $7,559,493 in
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domestic products only. Of dutiable goods there were

imported S157,104 075, a gain of $L,006 88, and of

free gouds 100 660 442, an improvement of §6,500,0%,

over tho pravious (oar. An examination of the returns
in dotall show thut Canadian lmports from British pos-.
scssion deercased by $18,121  while our exports to
British possessions lessenod by over $15.000,000. On
the other hand, wo bought! nearly $8,000,000 more from
foreign countries and augmented our ¢xports to foreign
countries by $5 401,033, From Great Britain we import-
ed $60 583811, worth of goods, and sent that country

$101 958,771 worth, decreases of $1,422 098 and of §15,-
332, 605, respectively We bought go.ds to the amoint
of $166,0°0,890 (rom the United States, while oar exports
to that country reached a tutal of 375.563,015, being an
increase of over $9;000,000 in iwmpo ts and of wearly
$5,000000 in exports. Our imports from France were
greater by nearly a million of dollars and our exports
to that conntry less by $66,630. 1n spite of the surtax,
German goods to the amount of $6,612,139 ontered Can-
ada. This, however, was $1,386,405 Icss than for the
previous year. :

' The automobile or motor-car is
The Automebile not an unmixed blessing. Its ad-
vent in rural districts is by no

means hailed with universal delight by the
inhabitants. The tremendous clouds of dust which on
a dusty country road follows in the wake of a
swiftly moving car entails an = experience far from
pleasant for all other occupants of the road. And
the fact that the automobile is a terror to the ma-
jority of horses is a stil more serious matter, re-
sulting not  unfrequently m serious accidents and

kedping those who still use the plore primitive form °

of locomotion in constant appfehension. = But there
cannot be any doubt that the-automobile has come
to stay, and its use will rapidly become morve gen-
eral. This. will be the case = especially in countries
possessing an extensive system of good highways
and in which the climate is-such ns to admit of the
use of wheeled vehicles all the year round. In coun-
tries like our own which are snow-bound for several
months of the year and in which the coyntry romds
are generally narrow and too rough to admit of a
high rate of speed, -the introduction of the motor
carviage will progress less rapidly, But even in this
country’ the awtomobile iy likely to come more and
more into lavor, and: itv coming will probably be
accompanied by an improvement in the publie roads
which will permit of its still more general use, In
countries like France and England, where thete is &
groat extent of broad roads dnd smooth highways
and wheeled carviages are used all the year rownd,
the motor car in already to a lurge and continually
inerensing extent toking the place,of horse carviages.
A London  correspondent  of an American paper
writes: A striking indication of the future of motor
traffic ‘haa been' afforded by a trial run of a double
deoked motor omuibus from  London
Daily service over this popular old coaching road
in about to be mstitutel, Fifty miles will be covered
in about four hours. Throughout the country metors
are being placed on historioal coaching routes. The
vomplete sueoess of this new form of locomotion is
linking also  dsolated villages' with trunk railway
Hnes for passsngers and faem produce. Motors are
revolutionizing the short exewrsion traffic, and driv-
ing the last remaining coaches off the road.

All reports indicate that the wheat eeap in Mapitnbs
and the Northwest, which is now being haivestrd and
warketed, is excellent hoth w& 10 quantity and quality:
Estimatos place the crop at from 90,000,000 1o 160,000,000
hushels  These -figures may not be realized, bt there
is Httle donbt that the crop js a large one, and it s
quite certsin that in quality It is far superior to that
of lest year Last year there was almost wo  wheat
which reg s ered No 1 bard, and eomparatively. Jittle
that vegistered No | rorthesn, Rat gt week. out of
508 cars inspeoted on twor tive days, 08 nre
woere No. 1 hard and 329 No. 1 northern showing t hat the
great bulk of the shipment was of th- highest grades.
The erop is alao heing warketed wuch earlier thiv year
than st Up to Scprefiber 201,931,000 bush's hati
b en received by the Cunadiun Pagific RaHway as con-

“pares with 178,000 up fo thevorres) onding date last
year.  ° |
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