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TWO FIRES

gy Mrs. C. N. Wiiliamsen,

Author of “Lady Mary o1 the Dark
House,” “The Woman in Grey,”
“Queen Sweetheart,” *“Fortune’s
Sport,” “The Barn Stormers,” Etc.

CHAPTER IV,
Ly Noel Brent, Who Is in Love
With the Home Secretary's
Daughter.

“Hide the Handkerchief.”
Juliette clutch my arm. “The
* she whispered, in .an agonized
(So the document in my letter-
was a treaty! DBut there was no
te think of its nature now. The
Ling was to provide for .its safety—if
ssible.)
[ thrust the letter-case into her hand,
Jd heard a rustling of siik.as, no doubt,
concealed it under her cloak. With
up went the electric lights again as
as ever; and to my astonishment
aw standing in the open doorway, be-
my bedroom and sitting-room, a
ssary of police, with :a gendarme
ig over his shoulder and another
backgreund.
e door at which we had heard the
sound was that by which Juliette

cutside; but I guessed in a -second that
{he party -had -divided lest we :should
seize a chance of escape. The salon
coor Julictte had locked as she came in
fr corrider, but the other, com-

ting with the bedroom, I had for-

I threw a hasty glance at her, and
sceing that she had already :found means
of concealing the letter-case I sharply
demanded of the commissary of police
what the dickens he meant by walking
into my room uninvited. But his agree-
able smile was unruffied,

“Ten thousand pardons, monsieur!” he
exclaimed.  “I knocked and hearing no
atswer ventured to intrude. Important
business must be my excuse. I have to

request that Neomsieur Brent will place i they had been set. - But

in my hands’  the gift” -which he has
brought from Leéndon for Mademoiselle
de Nevers.* / 2

“You are mistaken,” I said. “I have
brought no gift for WMademoiselle de
Nevers.”

I prevaricated with a bold face; but I
fear it was alse a flushed one, for the
man’s knowledge of my name was omin-
<us. If the Paris police had contrived
already to learn ii despite all our pre-
cautions, it was possible that they knew
<uwough to knock to pieces our house of
cards. The fellow’s very politeness look-
ed as if he were sure he had the game in
his own hands,

“Perhaps, I should say rather, the ar-

{ ticle which mademoiselle lent and mon-
sieur_Das now .returned,”. amended the
coimnissary of police.

“You have been stramgely misinform-
ed,” I replied, throwing out my hands

§ With a gesture expressive of imjured in-
# mocence,
“I trust that Monsieur Brent does mot
Pntond to obstruct the police in the exe-
eution of their duty,” said the Fremch-
man, his smile hardening to a certain
imness. “In that case it would be my
feagreeable task to order that monsieur
searched.”
shrugged my shoulders. “If I must
@pubmit to such an indignity I must, that
Fa]l. Jut .in a few hours’ time it would
'be my disagreeable task to make things
Ladvely for ‘he person responsible.”
“Also to search mademoiselle,” said
“YWhether the
thing to which I refer is at this moment
still in the possession of monsieur or
whether it has already been returned to
iademoiselle is jmmaterial. The mat-
ter of importance is that it must be in
my hands within two minutes or Made-
{ moiselle de Nevers and Monsieur Brent
rust consider themselves under arrest.”

My lips were parted to speak, thongh
I had no words sharp enough to cut this
Gordian knot, when Julictte relieved me
of the responsibility. :

“It is monstrous,” she ejaculated,
“monstrous. A lady comes to eall upon

yan old friend a: an hotel, and because
Ler name happens to be well known, be-
cause she is a servant of the publie; she
is to be insulted by this shameful, this
‘ridiculous espionage of the police. Oh,
I shall know how to make you regret
ithis. But to show you how baseless
%ﬂro the suspicions, which 1 do not pre-
} your-
§'selves that I have received nothing from
my friend which calls for the interest
, 'wf the police.”
White as marble, her eyes dark and
dilated, she threw off her long, loose
3 eioak, revealing the perfect lines of her
figure, clad in a close-clinging dress of
M#ome soft black stuff. So snug was the
it that to have hidden even a small fold-
ed paper the size of an ordinary letter
would have been difficult. Besides, the
bodice was buttoned from waist to throat

}gthe conunissary of police.

p with tiny diamond buttoms, each one a

‘ meparate spark of light, as the glorious
t yose and fell in angry emotion.
re would not have been time, after

e kmeck of the door which interrupted

r brief conversation, and the appear-
ce of the intruders, for her to have un-
nc haif-a-dozen of these miniature,
@osely sct buttons and thrust inside an
ject to be concealed, much less button

m again,

he sleeves were tight to the wrists, as
their beautiful wearer had been born

e pocket, which she hastily turned
wrong side out, and the hat from which
removed the dia-
mond-headed pins, and shook as she took
it off.
I watched and marvelled, for where
a8 the letter-case? Not thirty seconds
passed between my piacing it in her
and and the appearance of the three
members of the police, How, then, had
she managed to dispose of it in such a
gay as to dare a search? For, as she

5 / a’in them. There remained, therefore, only

emonstrated the fact that she had noth-
assuring the

t he might arrest her, take her to
police-station, and have the truth

of her assertion tested more thoroughly
if he chose.

Never had I appreciated. Juliette de
Nevers's power as an actress more than
at this minute. Though the contents of
the letter-case was still a mystery to
me I knew weil that if it were discover-
ed in her possession it meant something
‘worse than death to her. Yet the only
emotion which she displayed was virtu-
cus indignation. She was handsomer
than she had ever been in her life, and
though I loved another woman my blood
was warm with admiration ot her beauty
and her high courage.

“Are you satisfied,” she demanded.

“No, mademoiselle, I am not satisfied,”
reluctantly answered the gallant French-
man.

Juliette’s lips quivered. “Then drive
me to the police station? she exclaimed.
She seemed even in haste to be taken at
her word, for haughtily she maved to-
wards the door.

The eyes of the police officer
fixed keely upon her.

“We have not searched monsieur,” he
saids

Juliette Gid not blench. . He had not
yet found the vulnerable spot.

Still his gaze was on her face. - “The
rn?m must be searched before we leave
it.”?

At last he had touched the quick. T
don’t know how to describe the change
in her expression, for her iron self-con-
trol relaxed only for an instant, and then
but slightly; vet there was a change
which I felt, in sympathy, like an €lec-
tric shock. - In that instant I guessed
her secret, and I was sure the commis-
sary of police had guessed also, so
far as to deduce that Mademoiselle de
Nevers had snatched the time to hide

were

¢ 1 What he desired somewhere in the salon.
ntered the salon from the corridor

“Search,” he directed the two ‘gen-
darmes. “Begin with all possible places
of concealment within ten metres of the
spot where mademoiselle and mensieur
stoed so earnestly talking together as
we opened the door.”

Juliette laughed; but her laugh, though
musical, rang sharp in my ear. I suf-
fered in my powerlessness to help, for T
knew the laugh covered heart-threbs of
suspense that sickened her: I knew that
the careless nonchalance with which she
leant her elbow 'on the mantelpiece
meant physical weakness; absolute need
for support. 8
f ’F‘he two gendarmes moved about with
noiseless obedience, théim countenances
grave. They did not look at Juliette, ab-
sorbing themselves entirely in the task

; their officer
kept 'his gaze upon her face as if 'in her
eyes had been mirrored -the hour-glass

{ where the sands of his life run out one

by one. I thought of a childish game I
Lad often played—twenty years ago, per-
haps. It was called “Hide the Handker-
chief,” and while certain of the players
séarched others stood by saying: “Now
you are ice-cold.” In remembering this
suddenly we seemed to be five players.
And it was Juliette_de Nevers's beautifal
white, deathly-smiling face which pre-
claimed against her will: “Now vou are
warm; now you are ice-cold.” 3

There was a table in the centre of the
room, two or three brightly-bsand. illus-
trated guide-bocks upon it and my hat
and gloves, which I had Aung down as I
came in, " The gendarmes picked ‘up =ll
these things, looked under them, put
them down, peered under the table, lift-
ed the silk cushions.on the sofa, or2ned
the doors of a smali brie-a-brac cskinet,
bowed apologies to Juliette for cuusing
‘her to move from the rag on which ste
stood, lifted it, and also the fender, took
out two logs of wood from the grate
where a fire had been laid ready to light,
shook the silk lace window curtuins,
pushed the chairs away from ihe josi-
tions they had occupied, and then confes-
sed, with shrugs of the shoulders, that
they were baffled.

1 had a curious felling as if my keart
were the pendulum of a cloek whien bad
been shaken until it was uncertein
whether to go or stop. For myaclf, the
stakes were not so passing great; but
all my life I have had an uncomf/):'mb.le
way of involuntarily putting myself in
other people’s places at moments of their
distress or danger. I suppose it's an
cver-vivid imagination; anyhow, at such
times I suffer all that they suffer—maybe
more—and now the strain of the situa-
tion was tugging at my bperves. Onc_e,
vhen the gendarmes had carried their
quest into a certain quarter, Juliette’s
face, though hardened into one unyvary-
ing expression—a smile which I sheuld
net soon forget—had a curious effect, as
if the flesh had curdled under the skin,
and at the same instant I saw in the
fulness of <lectric light a dewy sparkle
on her forehead as if diamond-dust had
suddenly been flung all over it.

The ¢nestion which had jarred the
pendulum io indecision was whether the
commissary of police had also noted that
subtle effect, and, if so, whether he had
put the same interpretation upon it.

I had not long to wait. The keen-eyed
Frenchman gave no further directions
to his suberdinates, but, crossing the
room, paused before the-sofa.

The gendarmes had been lifting the
pillows cn the sofa when the diamond-
dust had glittered on Mademoiselle de
Nevers’s forehead.  When he had reach-
ed this place their superior officer turned
and looked at her. She was smiling as
before; but she had apparently ceased
to breathe. Her breast no longer rose
and fell tumultuously. The only move-
ment there was the visible knocking of
the heart under the closefitting bodice.

For the fraction of a second—as the
man bent towards the sofa—the desper-
ate thought of trying to overpower all
three men, stunning them and giving
time for Juliette to gzet away ‘with the
letter-case, hung in my mind. But al-
most as quickly as it had come, the idea
was superseded by the conviction that
to attempt violence would only make
matters worse for this fair woman who
had risked so much.

I am something of an athlete, and
have always prided myself a little too
much, perhaps, on feats of strength and
endurance; but it would be madness to
Lope that I could gct the best of three
armed men without at least making such
a noise that a dozen -servants would
come to their assistance. I thought also
of bribery, and this idea I did not en-
tirely dismiss. It might be worked,
providing a high enough price could be
raiged, if the letter-case was discovered.
But all these pros and cons argued them-
selves out in my brain while I could
have counted twenty; and meantime
the commissary of police was deliberate-
ly removing the silk cushions which his

men had, tossed back into place. He
leid them on the floor and then thrust
his thin, wiry hand down between the
seat and the back of the sofa. He
moved it along slowly, inch by inch.

It was just as if Juliette’s soul had
sent a telegraphic message to mine tell-
ing me that she had pushed her treasure
deep,, deep into this crevice; yet as the
fingers travclied slowly on and om, I
dared to hope that by some miracle he
would pass it over. In that case it
would be but for him to apologize most
hambly for the humiliating niistake he
had committed, the  .inconvenience to
which we had been put, and take his
men away. I dared to hope, with that
pendulum wavering in horrid, nauseating
fashion, until the police officer gave a
cry of triumph. Both hands instead of
one went to work, two crooked fore-
fingers being excitedly inserted; and
then, with a dramatic flourish his
French temperament could not resist, he
waved aloft a dark red leather case.

*“Voila!” he ejaculated, with a flash
of white teeth. “Mademoiselle—mon-
sieur, you have given us a fine game of
hide-and-seek—a game to be enjoyed;
vet I regret—™"

“If you think,” Juliette broke in, quick-
Ty, “that the thing you have there be-
longs to me you are mistaken. I never
saw it before in my life.”

“Nor I,” I echoed. Juliette flung me
a glance of gratitude mingled with sur-
prise. I knew why. Once I had told
her that in my opinion a lie was so cow-
ardly I could conZeive of mo circum-
stances which would induce me to utter
one, Now she thought that I was lying
for "her. But the gueerest part of the
tangle was that I couldn’t be sure
whether she had lied or not. I was be-
wildered—dumbfounded. Were we play-
ing at cross purposes = I asked myself,
amazed,

But the commissary of police was uns
daunted. He brought the red leather
case down on the centre-table with an
emphatic rap. “Quite probable,” he
sneered—though with the grain of good-
nature which Juliette’s beauty and pop-
ularity had left undissolved by his anger.
“Quite . probable that the last occupant
of these apartments had a valued posses-
sion in so safe a place—and then forgot
it. You shall have the pleasure, made-
moiselle, of assisting me to see what the
case contains.”

One hand he laid upon it, pressing it
down on the table, while with the other
he maypipulated a metal hasp, which fas-
tened the two. leather . flaps together.
But Juliette could bear no more, = She
sprang at him like a .tigress, yet her
white face was not fierce, but passion~
ately imploring. i Al

“For Heaven's sake, monsieur!” she
gasped, in such a voice that my heart
bled for her. “For Heaven’s sake spare
me! You do not understand. I sweaar
te you that the affair of this case—this
present, as you traly called it at first—
is emtirely between this gentleman—my
friend—and myself. You know me. You
krow that I am proud—that I have Leld
myself high. I.have scorned many wo-
men in my profession because they have
not held themselves as high. They say
I am the only actress on. the French
stage who has not loved. Well, they are
mistaken. I do love, What have you
and your men to do.with:a gift to me
from my lover?”

Involuntarily I took a step forward,
my hand out to stop her, - But. I et it
fall again, clenched, to my side. All the
far-reaching consequences of this false
excuse of hers rushed over me:. Her
words might be repeated and publighed.
Margot would read or hear them.. My
hope of retrieving what I had lost would
be gone for ever. 1 would be in the eyes
of the girl I adored the man whom Juli-
ette de Nevers had claimed befere wit-
nesses as her lover. My impulse was
for contradiction—but I checked 1t.
Whatever the sacrifice to myself, 1
would not dash from under her foot the
slippery plank on which she essayad to
walk.

“Your lover, mademoiselle?” echoed
the commissary of police. “You ask me
to believe now that this Emnglish gen-
tleman ‘is your lover, that there is a
lover’s gift in this leather case?”

And he tapped it, still closed, with his
knuckles. =

“I do not ask you to believe that,”
Juliette half sobbed, hetr glorious eyes
swimming in tears. “The contents of
that case are sacred to me. It is some
thing that—that if- seen, even by honor-
able men like you and your gendarmes
here, will hurt me to the heart—to the
heart. To me what lies hidden there is
sacred. ‘T9 others it would not be so.
If behind the footlights I have ever
been fortunate enough to bring smiles to
your lips or tears to your eyes, by those
smiles, by those tears, believe in me,
spare me now.”

“Mademoiselle, said the commissary
of police, gravely and with dignity, “it
is a grief to me that I must refuse such
a prayer—and from you, of all women.
But my duty forbids me to grant it. I
must know what is hidden here.”

Even yet Juliett would not abandon
hope. She caught sight of his hand es
again the fingers touched the metal
clasp. “If I were rich I would give you
and your men all I have in the world,”
she stammered, in a passion of pleading.
“But I have been extravagant—I have
saved next to nothing. Still, what I
have is yours if—"

“Mademoiselle, there can be no such
4f,’ ” pronounced the Frenchman, stern-

Y.
" With all my sonl I strove to draw
Juliette’s eyes to mine, for with them
I might have told her something. But I
could not compel her gaze. Trembling,
panting, all the actress forgotten,- only
the woman in her left, she darted at the
case and made a wild attempt to snatth
it from under the lean brown hand.
What she would have done with it if she
had succeeded I don’t know, nor, per-
kaps, did she, unless her one hope was
tha,t, being still men, the police would
rot wrest it from her by force, even it
I permitted them to try. But she did
not succeed. k

The commissary of police caught the
red leather case off the table before her
white fingers could seize it, snd taking
a quick step back befecre Juliette could
fling herself upon him, he began fumb-
ling with the clasp which held the two
leaves of the case together.

Thwartad, desperate, all strength
seemed drained from her body as hope
died in her soul. . With & moan she tot-
tered back, and must have fallen had I
not sprung forward to give her support
against my shoulder. Three words 1

whispered close to her ear, bnt she did '

not hear them. Fascinated, her eyes
were on the leather case; ‘Whieh did not
open as casily as might have been sup-
posed.

Twice, thrice, the commissary of police
tried the fastening, then in.a hot fit of
impatience he tore the two sides of the
case anart.

Something fell out—something that
flashed as it fell like the arch of a cas-
cade as it leaps from a cliff and ecarries
with it a rainbow.
Juliette’s eyes followed the cataract of
shimmering light; and I, too, only less
dumbfounded than she, gazed at it in
speechless astonishment. For some odd
development in the plot had been indeed
prepared since the finding of the red
leather case in the sofa, but I had not
been prepared for this, nor evidently had
the police. Their superior officer gave
vent to a grunt of surprise, and, stooping,
picked up the thing which had fallen
from the case almost with reverence.
It was the most magnificent diamond
'necklace that I had ever seen.

“Sacre blue!” he ejaculatéd beneath
his breath. But neither Juliette nor I
uttered a sound. She still leant upon my
shoulder, but she was mno longer limp—
half-dead. I felt her pulses leap ; 1
felt her begin again to live. And her
silence was pregnant. It would give
birth to new schemes, néew hopes, were
she granted but a moment’s breathing
space.

“Where, then, is the document?’ the
man muttered.

This was all that the dauntless woman
needed.

“What document?” she inquired, con-
trolling her voice to a semblance of it-
self,

But that question was not to be
arswered by a diplomat, which was
doubtless her reason fcr :1s'k§n;; it, and
to gain time. i

“The contents of the case are net what
I was led to expect, mademoigelle,” said
the officer of police. 3

“Led, I am certain, by a . cowardly
enemy of mine who strikes ip the dark,”
she retorted, the slow caler creeping
back to her death-white cheeks. “It is
not your fault., I do not blame you.
But you see, 1 told you the trgth. These
diamonds”’—she pointed an unsteady fing-
ger—“tell their own story to you, per-
haps. Well, if you have any consider-
ation for a much-aggrieved woman, you
will tell it to no one else, And you will
return t6 me my property without further
rarley. "I have been made to suffer
enough.” bt

“Ten . million " pardons, mademoiselle,
and of you, also, monsieury ‘said the

commissary of police, placing  in  the

beautiful putstretched hands ithe queer,
unsuitable leather-case with its scintillat-
ing burden. fr

“You believe that my friend ' has
brought me nothing treasomable from
Englaid, or will you look fanther?’ de-
manded Juliette, almost gdily. < “Now
that you know the worst yourmay search
as you please.” 53

“Thank you; I believe,” heranswered
“I believe because——> 3 :

“Because——?” )

“There would nat have bebn time to
conceal more than ome thingy!” ‘was the
terse reply. 8

Juliette broke into nervous laughter,
:md_ half-ashamed of his'-‘ri-iinkness:
whlch_ Was more earnest tha®' jést, the
commissary of police and his’ gendarmes
bow'ed themselves to the dobr, This—
as it was nct the one through which
they had made their first appearance
but the door leading into the’ corridor—.
had to be unlocked for them, **

They went out; their footsteps were
heard dying away, and until 'fhey could
b'e heard no-longer Juliette stood . mo-
tionless, still gurgling with strihge laugh-
ter, then, collapsing on the éofa. the
lagp{hter merged into hysterical sobbing.

Oh, my frieng, my preserver, my dear
good, precious, Noel, my sgint!” she’
gasped, convulsively, “How I love you
—ho.w I adore you. But why, why did you
let it go on through such aﬂgujsh for
m.e? I nearly died of it, I wanted to
die, but first to Kill. Why didn’t you
tell me somehow—somehow—-that you
had by a marvellous _chance‘stuml;led
upon the mecklace and brought it back
to me instead of the treaty ?”

:I didn’g bring the necklace,” I said.

“Y:ou——dldu’t britg the necklace?”

! No. 'At least that red leather thing
isn’t the case 1 brought. I knew that,
and thanked Heaven mightily the in:
stant the fellow pulled it out; from the
sofa.”

“But the treaty? T am thanl:xful—more
thankful - than I can say to have the
necklace. If I had had it before all the
misery and deceit and trickery wéuld
have been saved, Yet now the treaty is
inestimably more important. . For »the
love of Heaven don’t keep me -in agony
any longer, my friend. Whatever
the explanation of this tangle give me the
treaty.”

I stared at her dumb with bewilder-
ment,

(To be Continued.)

HOW TO MAKE BABY SLELD,

You ean make baby sleep by giving
him laudapum or the “soothing” stuffs
which invariably contain opiates. But
no sensible mother will do that. The
way to make baby slesp happily and in
comfort is to take away the cause of his
“:ukofxllness. This cause is located in
his little inside—nowhere else,: Babies
seldom. have anything the matter with
them hut their stomachs, and it is safe to
say that the baby who cries unseasonably
s complaining of his stomach. There is
no ailment of a baby’s stomach that
Baby’s Own Tablets will not cure right
away. They make baby cheerful and
happy and give hisma sound natural sleep
—not the drugged sleep produced by
scothing stuffs. Mrs. Wm. Smidt, Lis-
towell, Ont., says:—“My baby used to
belz very restless and sleepless, but since
giving him Baby’s Own Tablets, he is
hettgr natured, sleeps better and is bet-
ter in every way.” These Tablets cure
all the minor ailments of little ones, and
can be given to the very youngest baby.
You can get them from any druggist, or
they will be sent post paid at 25 cents
a box by writing direct to the Dr. Wil-
liams Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

PN T S

KIDNEY EXPERIMBENT.—There’s no
time for experimenting when you've dis-
covered that you are a vietim of some one
form or another of kidney disease. Lay hold
of the treatment that thousands have pin-
ned their faith o and has cured guickly
and permanently. South American Kidney
Cure stands pre-eminent in the world of
medicine as the kidney sufferer's truest
friend. Sold by Jackson & Co, and Hall &

3 .y

Incredulous, amazed,,

Jporting Yews

BASEBALL.

Although the present weather is hard- |
ly such-as would gladden the heart of |
or player, it |

the average baseball fan i
does not prevent them from congregating

and talking over the games of the past
and making plans for the games to come |

in the approaching “Good old sumwmer
time.”

The members of the local colony’ of'|
warm |
spring days when they can get down |
to hard practice; the \weather so far this |
year has been more unfavorable than it

ball tossers are awaiting the

was last year, when the boys started
practice in February. However, it is
to be hoped that before long meteorologi-

cal conditions will alter sufficiently to |

allow them to commence light practice,

The big league teams of the East have’
already started practicing, being all sent |
to the warmer cities of the south to do |
The Chicago |

their preliminary work.
nine of the National League ‘will no
doubt hold the record so far as making
a long and expensive {rip for epring
training goes, as they take their entira
team and attendants to ILos Angeles,
Cal., a straight jump of 2,000 miles.

After three weeks drill the team
will be taken to El Paso, Texas, an-
other long jump of about 1,000 miles.
From thera they will travel by easy
stages, playing en route until they
reach Chicago in time for the opening
game. It is estimated that this trip
will cost the owners of the team no less
than $5,000, quite ap item,to expend in
getting the men into form for their sea-
son’s work.

By the 15th of this month every club
in both the National and the American
Leagues will have their men on 'their
grounds, -giving all hands a full month’s
hard training before the actual opening
of the season, which will take place on
the 15th of April.,, It is expected that
the fight for the peanant in both the big
lcagues will this year be far more close-
ly contested than it was last season,
especially in the National, where the
Pittsburg team was entirely too much
for the other seven teams in the race,
winning the championship with eompar-
ative ease. 'Last season’s leaders have
been weakened to 4 great extent by the
foss of Chesbro and Tannehill, their best
pitchers; Conroy, the ' shortstop, “'and
Davis, the hard hitting outfielder. In
their places they 'will have entirely ex-
perimental players, so the 'strength of
the team is for the present somewhat
problematical.” ‘On ;the other hand. all
the othér teams have been strengthened
considerably, and will be on a more even
basis with the champions than they
where last season. The best crities of
the game concede the fact that the Pitts-
burg ‘club, in order to win, will have to
beat out the now strong Cincinnati team,
which seems to be, in the opinion of
those who profess to know, the nine
that will make the,strongest bid for, the
flag. Hanlen's reconstructed Brooklyn
team and Hart’s :Chicago ‘“‘Remnants,”’
both look strong on papér, but only a

couple of months’ hard eagmpaigning will

show their quality. Boston, St Louis,
Philadelphia 'and New York, all have,; a
large number of players under contract,
and considerable weeding out will have
to be done before they finally get their
teams whipped into proper shape,

The race in the American League will
no doubt be one of many surprises, as
no one seems anxious at present to make
sny predictions as to the ultimate out-
ccme of the struggle. The New. Yerk
all-star team will probably be the' great
factor in the race, for it certainly ap-
pears to be about as strong an aggrega-
tion as ever was put together. Connie
Mack’s last year’s ¢hampions have been
teo much weakened by the loss ®f their
best players to cut much of a figure in
the race; Detroit, strengthened by the
addition of Kitson and Donovan, the
crack pitchers of last year's Brooklyn
club, .and@ Crawford, the star outfielder
snd heavy hitter of last year’s Cincin-
ratis, will be very much in evidence
throughout the season; Cleveland, with
its magnificientt corps of .pitchers, Bern-
hard, Joss, Wright and Moore, and its
heavy-hitting infield, Hickman, the great
Lajoie, Gochnauer and Bradley, and a
good trio of outfielders, should make their
cpponents hustle pretty lively; St Louis
also has a likely looking bunch, while
Boston, Chicago and Washington -are
aleo in line with teams thdt should hold
their own in the company they are tra-
velling, . 3

The Pacific War,

Next teo the natural interest im their
own ball team, the interest of the local
fans will be centered in the war between
the rival coast leagues, which promises
to be one of the most bitter in the his-
tory of organized baseball. Now that
the Pacific Northwest League has car-
ried the war into the enemy’s camp, so
to speak, by placing teams both in San
Francisco and Los !Angeles, the war
may be considered to be on for good. J.
J. McCloskey, formerly manager of the
Butte team, has been given charge of
the San Francisco club, Zearfoss replac-
ing him as manager of the Butte team,
and T. Reilly, formerly third baseman
of the Los Angeles team, and a great
favorite with the patrons of the game
in that eity, has been appointed man-
ager ef the new Los Angeles club. The
Pacific” Northwest League is now eom-
posed of the following clubs: Seattle, Ta-
coma, Spokane, Butte, Helena, Portland,
San Francisco and Los ‘Angeles, making
a full eight team fleague, but a league
severely handicapped by exceptionally
lomg jumps, which makes the finaneial
end of the proposition an extremely
doubtful one,

The new Pacific Coast League, the
so-called “Pirate League,” is composed
of teams in San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Sacremento, Oakland, Portland and Se-
attle, which, although only a six-club
affair, is by far a more compact cireuit
with comparatively short jumps, and has
considerably more chance of being a
financial success than its rival. There

is still some prospect, however,, of the:

two factions arranging a peace measure
of some sort, the officials of both leagues,
as well as the managers of the various
teams interested, being at the present
time in San Francisco with that purpose
in view.

The teams of the Coast League have
already commenced practice, ard are ali
in Southern California at the present
time, while the teams of tke Northwes-
tern League have not as yet reported
for practice. Manager Wilson, of the
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new Seattle club, has his men at Ven-
tura, where they have been practicing
for the past week; Schock, who former-
ly pitched for the Everett team, and
one of Wilson’s recruits, met with a
most unfortunate accident on Thursday
while at practice, breaking one of the
fingers of his right hand while attempt-
ing ta pick up a fast grounder. Harry
Lane, another member of the team, has
also ‘been put on the sick list, having his
hands badly cut by glass while at a fire.
The remainder of the team are reporte:d
to be rounding into form in splendid
style.

MecCloskey’s new San Francisco team
is not yet organized, but that doesn’t
seem to bother MaCloskey, who says he
will give the fans a far better nine than
they ever had before. The same cou
ditions prevail in Los Angeles, However.,
both clubs have secured grourds, and
"are busy getting them into shape, erect
ing stands and fences, ete,

There is but one ¢ity in the entire lot
than can ‘support two teams, and that is
San Francisco, but in Seattle, Portiand
and Los Angeles it seems as though
someone was booked to quit a financial
loser. However, what will be the base-
ball magnates loss will be the gain of the
patrons of the game in the various cities
in which the rival teams will play, for
there is yo doubt that they will get a
far superior article of ball than they
have been: getting in the past, or than
they afe paying for at the prices which
prevail on this- coast.

) dE
THE WHEEL.
ANNUAL MEETING,

At the annual meeting of the Vancouver
Bicycle Club the following - officers were
elected for the ensuing year: President,
M. C. Clarke; first vice-president, ' Wra,
;Ralph; second vice-president, Willfam
Blackmore; secretary, J.. H. King; assist-
ant secretary, P. T. Hogg; captain, C..J.
Marshall; first lieutenant, Robt. Haddon;
second lieutenant, Jesse Edwards; time-
keeper, G. 8. Mason; handicapper, E. 8.
Wilband; buglers, Arcn. McQuarrie - and
Robert Knight; executive committee, W.
Hodson, 1. V. Williams, D. J. Koontz, D,
McLean, J. A. Murray.

Messrs. H. C. Clarke, William  Black-
more and-C. J. Marsha)l were appointed a

the Brockton Polnt~ Atnletic ~Assocfation
respecting a projected road race, to be
held on Good kr.uay.

HOCKEY.

VANCOUVER. v. GARRISON.

The next game of the provincial hockey
series will be played between the Garrison
and Vancouver teams ‘on the former's
grounds. The News-Advertiser says:

*The Vancouver, club, in all their matches
this year, have never erred on the side of
over-confidence, and if is, therefore, not at
all likely that toe piayers will allow them-
selves to be overcome at'all with the flush
of victory and meet their Waterloo wh(n
they go down to the capital to play the
Garrison. The club needs not only to win
the Thorpe cup, but must do it without a
defeéat. The team has improved wonder-
fully since it played the Garrison here last
December, and it may, therefore, be pre-
sumed that so well conditioned a team as
the Garrison is, will also have added jnuch
to the science of the game, and likely give
the locals the hardest tussle experienced
this season. It will be in the mind of all
who witnessed the match here with the
Garrison that their defence was next door
to impregnable, for whilst the local team
had the better of the argument in point of
attack, continually keeping the Garrison
on the defensive, still two goals was the
sum total of the effort of the home eleven.
On the coming Saturday, therefore, every
player should get out to Brockton Point
and give the team a great practice. It is
possivie that changes may be necessary
owing to the fact that someé of the men
who played last Saturday may be unable
to go dawn to Victoria. Every player
should, therefor® be out on time and put
up the best game at his comménd:”
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CRICKET.
VICTORIA CLUB ACTIVE.

The cricket season is expected to ‘be
liveiier than has been the case here for
many years. ane energy and enterprise of
the new club I8 rousing interest in the
game, and the mempbership is steadily in-
creasing. Already uactive preparations for
the ensuing season are being made. The
grounds which have been leased from the
Provincial Royal Jubilee hospital will be
put into condition as soon as possible. The
crease, however, will not be in fit sha{pe
for playing purposes until about the middle
of the season, and in the meantime the club
will use their last year’s grounds at Beacon
Hill. . It is rather early yet for arranging
a schedule of games, but the club has also
been active in that direction. Games have
been promised by both Nanaimo and Van-
couver.

WIDENING THE WICKET.

In a column devoted to “Gossip in Cricket
Circles,” the Winnipeg Free Press says:

““The question of widening the wicket
is still occupying the attention of the
. county clubs at home. It is more than
agiusing to note the differences of the col-
Jective wisdom of the several committees.
Warwickshire have decided to oppose the
suggestion, but they think that the stumps
should be heightened by two inches.

“Staffordshire write to F. B. Lang, the
secretary of the M. C. C., in @ most guard-
ed way. They ‘should like to see the pro-
posed widened wicket given a season’s trial
in the matches played at Lord’s before ex-
pressing a definite opinion on the matter.’
This Is no answer. Every county club
should have a majority who can decide ‘yea
or naly.’

“It is.a cool proposition to ask the M. C.
O.: to 'deyote Lord’s ground to a trial pitch
for Staffordshire to form their opinion as
to a change being desirable.

“Surrey go right in for all changes. They
wish to see the wicket—not only increased
an inch in width—but also the height an
inch. Sussex say that they approved the
widening of the wicket from eight to nine
inches, but Dorsetshire consider that the
wlidening of the wicket Is not necessary
in second-class cricket. In the Nerthwest
most cricket clubs will agree to let well
alone. It will be easy to judge by the re-
sults of first and second-class cricket in
the old land, under the new ideas If they
shpuld becoms rules. At present they dif-
fer 800 much that all we can judge from is
the probable results of such changes here.
No one will pretend to say that our bat-
ting 18 so superior to the bowling that any
change is necessary. The M. C. C. had
better consult the men who will be most

‘nﬂected by the proposed changes. These
are the wicket keepers. Two inches added

| score of 15 to 6.

cémmittee to  jinterview 'the 'executive of |

to tue top of the wickets means a lot to
them, and nof to their advantage. Tue
‘keeper’ has the position, learnt oI experi-
ence, as to his work behind the stumps.
The eyes have to watch arcund each s.de
of the wickets, but the bails he keeps an
eye on o—uot alone to remove taem
when a sman is cut of his ground, but
also to protect his eyes from a flying bail
dislodgea by the bowler. Another inch of
grounu to be covered by his hands musc
make him acc modate uis ion to toe
attempted extra reada reg 1 both 10
tue leg and the off side.”

Dr. W, Q. druace expresses the following
opinion: **i1nere is danger in altering tae
rules and implements which have been in
use 80 long, and have helped to ra.se the
game to such a height of popularity. Cer-
tainly no change should be made unl
proposed one is first given a good t %

‘On the question of width of bats, he ze-
marked, how strange it is that the authori-
ties: should have . allowed bais to be wider
tnan the rule allows. This rule,-he says,
will now be enforced, and the plarers will
have to use bats of proper width. Dr.
Grace goes on to consider the new rule con-
cerning “L.B.W.,”” and after mentioning
the various proposals which have been
made on the question, states that, in iis
opinion, we have heard the end of the “L.
B.W.” question -for twenty years. Comn-
cerning the wigening of the wicket, Iir,
Grace gives an account of tne size »f tlie
wicket since the year 1700, which is ‘of
great interest, and he also discusses the
question of whether, with thicker stumps,
the bails would fall off as easily as they do
at present.

Tne London Times referring to the pro-
posal pubiishes the folowing:

“A meeting ¢f representatives of clubs
in the Yorksaife Cricket Council, hy a na-
jority of 13 votes to 5, decided not t> sup-
port the proposal.to widen the wicket.

At a well-attended meeting at Sheffield
the Yorkshire club comunittee adopted the
following:  *ThAt the Yorkshire County

cricket committee, having. carefully consid-- !

ered the proposal made by the captains of

"[“the first-c¥ass™ counties, and supported by

the M.: C. O. cricket sub-committee and
general committee, to increase the width
of the wicket from eight to nine inches,
while expressing Itself favorable to the
change, is of opinion that the alteration
should. not become law until a good trial
has been uﬁ"o‘rdeg. L
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BASKETBALL,

CHAMPIONS DEFEATED.

The Victorin West team defeated the F.
Y. M. A tive on Saturday evening by a
Needless to say
champions did not lose the game without
a struggle, but against the Victoria West
team’s splendid g¢ombination and shooting
the Fernwoods were powerless. The re-
sult of this mateh bars them absolutely
from winning  the championship of the
league: this* sédasen; "and thus practically
hands it to the James Bay five. It is safe
to say that the large majority of those who
witnessed this game were surprised to see
the ¢hampions go down to defeat. All had
expected that they would win and finally
put up a good ught for the championsnip
with the J. B. A. A. It is astonishing
what an improvement has been effected in
the Victoria Wcest five during the past few
weeks, Had the same team been playing
in the opening ¢f the season it would have
been a neck and meck race for the coveted
trophy between them and the James Bay
boys.

The Fernwood team from the start show-
ed the want of practice. Both of the io1-
wards had been put in senior circles for
the first time this season, and their shoot-
ing was spoiled by nervousness. Peden had
hard luck, shooting, usually excellens,
was not up to the standard, the ba i
ing the 1rim of the basket and bot 1cing
oxt time and again. Malcolm played a

hard game, but his work was not
Tective as it should have been. For
, however, there is some excuse, as he
was playing his first senior match. Dalby,
at centre, was pot up to his usual mark
in checking, letting his dangerous oppon-
ent, Baker, ha far too much liberty. In
shooting, however, he did better than
either of the f« ards. Shotbolt and Peden,
as guards, could not be replaced. They
playe.. together splendidly, and were the
mainstay of the team. It cannot be
doubted that the Fernwoods made a mis-
take in putting a new player on as for-
ward in such an important game. Had
the proposed arrangement, namely, Shot-
bolt and Thr or Gallop back, with W.
Peden centre. 2nd Peden and Dalby for-
ward, been rried into effect it is more
than probable that the result would have
been differert.

Every praise shpuvld be accorded the Vie-
toria West azgregation. They put up a
magnrificent me,  Every member of the
team did his Jvuty. The forwards, who
were . sn? W, Fairall, showed conclu-
sively that they can still play basketball.
Their shooting, checking and combination
was of the best. The star player of either
of the teams was Baker. He played in a
cool, accurate manner, and his shooting
was almost favitless. Hughes and Jones,
at guard, did their work well.

In the first ha!f the Fernwood seemed to
be somewhat surprised at the business-
like manner the Victoria West team went
into the game, and this turned into con-
sternation as the score was gradually in-
creased. The two Fairalls played excel-
lent combination and at times the Fern-
woods showed something like their old
form in this direction. But when the flor-
wards got the ball they couldn’t put it in.
The first porticn of the game ended with
the Wests some 8 points in the lead.

The Fernwoods started off the second
part of the game with a deterr
win. For the first five or ten m
had the best of the play. 3ut :
forwards failed to score. The W 5
ever, soon. recovered and inereased
score gradually until it stood at
mark. Dalby, for the Fernwoo is,
ed a number of free shots in fine A
bringing the F. Y. M. A. score up to 6.
was at this stage that the whistle blew an-
nouncing time. Frank Smith refereed the
game most imnartially.

The teams follow:

Victoria West — Guards, Jones and
Hughes; centre, Baker; forwards, C. and
W. Fairall.

Fernwoods—Grards, Shothot and .
Peden: centre, Dalby; forwards, R. i‘eden
and Maleolm.

——

THE KENNEL.,
FIFTY-FIVE ENTRIES.
Although the premium lists of the Vie-
toria Kennel Club have been issued but a
few days, entries are already beginning to
pour in. Some 55 are in the hands of Sec-
retary T. P. McConnell. Most of these
have been received from local fanciers, but
some 15 have come from Seattle. The sec-
retary predicts that there will be between
and 300 dogs enter this year,
—0o

THE ROD.

THAMES REPLENISHED.

Additlon to the stock of trout in the
Thames has been made by the Henley
Fisheries Preservation Association, which
has turned imto the river near Henley
bridge about 700 two-year-old fish. The
trout were well grown fish, and some of
them ranged up to 11 Inches in length.
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