VICTORIA

TIMES.

\garding Mexico, its people, “and tbeir\

MEXICO THE LATEST
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COMMERCIAL ALLY

The shipping that pours in and’ out K shake off an apathy in regard to Presi-

of the harbors at Victoria and Van=
couver day by day has brought to these
places a cosmopalitan
that can exist only where there
strong commercial bonds between cities
and nations. British Columbia’s two
ports are tied to many strange nations
over the Pacific; strange when looked
at from the perspective of the casual
observer, yet very real and very inter-
esting from the view-point of an open-
eyed observer. The Chinaman, whose
skin runs from chrome to ochre in
shade, the Japanese, whose neatness
and perspicacity we know only too well,
the dark-skirned, turbanned sons of
grim India and the occasional arrivals
from South Sea islands, are not new
to the Victorian. In these two ports
they have become part of the com-
munity’s daily life and part of the scen-
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dent Diaz’s country that seemed to be
overcoming him, and to take his share

temperament | of the Mexican trade before it was lost

to him. Happily the warning and the
advice did not come too late, although
much trade that might have been se-
cured years ago is still awaiting “the
eénterprising business man.
minion’s trade with Mexico has been
almost confined to the Atlantic until
recently, but there is now every pros-
pect of this province obtaining the lion’s
share of it.

Mexico has not nearly so much to
export to Canada as the Dominion has
to offer to her, and that is where the
trade with Mexico seems likely to be-
come one of the richest in which the
Canadian can engage. There is an open
market for nearly all that Canada can
produce and export in the way of tim-
ber and agricultural products of a cer-

A MEXICAN GENTLEMAN IN

HIS RICH RIDING OUTFIT.

T
ery that makes up a picturesque whole.
The reason for this lies in the close re-
lationship of British Columbia with the
lJands that lie across “*‘the peaceful
ocean.” that has‘ been- brought about
by the exchange of commerce between
this fruitful province and those inter-
esting countries.

Lately a new note has been struck in
the chord of cosmopolitanism, a new
era has opened in British Columbia
trade history. Quite recently a regular
line of steamers to Mexico, a project
much-talked of for many years, was
established, and now the two guard-
ports of the Dominion are daily becom-
ing more interested, both commercially
and socially, in the southern republic,
the rich country that seems destined to
be one of Canada’s nearest and dearest
trade neighbors at no very distant time.
Since the commencement of the Cana-
dian-Mexican service, under subsidy to
the Dominion government, a new line,
the Pacific Coast S. S. Co., has been
formed, having as one of its main ob-
jects participation in the trade which
is being built up between Mexico-and
British Columbia. More than that, lo-
cal capital has interested itself in the
development of a fertile aréa on the
Pacific coast of the republic, and there
is considerable talk of further specu-
lation on the part of British Columbians
with regard to the Mexican market.

For a long time past the agents of the |

few Canadian business houses having
interests in Mexico, in company with
the Dominion’s -representative

tain kind as well as manufactured
goodss The Mexican market is now
held jointy by -Germany, the . United
States and. the United Kingdom, and
Canada should: now prove a strong
competitor to these countries, profiting
by their experience of Mexican ways
and starting a fresh: book with the
Mexican business men. In“working up
trade with the southern republic Can-
adians are confronted by one.very real
barrier to close relationship. - That bar-
rier is the @Mexican way of = “doing”
business.

It will be necessary for British Col-
umbia firms wishing to build up a sound
exchange, of trade with Mexican mer-
chants to know more of their customers’
habits and peculiarities, *the latter, of
course; from a Canadian point of view)
before much progress can -be made.
From the non-success of many English,
German and American firms who tried
to deal with the Mexican in the brusque
way of the northerner, British Colum-
bians may learn a lesson of adaptabil-
ity and patience that will assure the
eventual existence of a great and val-
uable trade between Victoria, Vancou-
ver and the Pacific ports of the repub-
lic.

Apropos of this it is interesting to
note that the Mexican is now learning
English as an indispenable part of his
business education, and thus the path
is being cleared for a closer under-

i standing between the English-speak-
| ing’ nations "and the republic.
there,

had been crying to the Canadian to;webs to sweep from their minds re-

At the
same time the former have many cob-

The Do- |

| customs.

Not a few visitors to Mexico jump to

| the cenclusion upon shoft acquaintance
| that the Mexican merghant is not as

| shrewd a business man as the Cana-
| dian or the Englishman. A hustling
| northerner, suddenly dropped down
i\among a more slow-going Latin race,
| is apt to mistake deliberate methods
| for poor methods. He does not always
| stop to consider that they are the meth-
ods of the country and suited to the
climate and the taste and the tempera-
ment of the great majority of the cus-
tomers with whom the native merchant
deals. The Latin merchant consumes
|more time in making’ up his order;
there may not be so much rush and
pbustle abotut it as in other places, but
any experienced man who has taken
orders from the Mexican or the Spanish
importer will tell you that in the end
he drives a hard basgain. He wants
the best discounts and the longest cred-
its. And, if he is slow in closing a pur-
chase order, he is equally carefu} in
negotiations for a sale. He knows the
character of the. people with whom he
is dealing and naturally has fewer bad
accounts than the inexperienced .for-
eigner., Any foreign exporter can afford
to pay liberally“for honest representa-
tion in a Latin country by a house that
knows thoroughly the requirements of
the market and . the customers with
whom it mmst deal.’ The representa-
tive who works up a business and can
disecriminate properly in the extension
of credits is worths> of his hire.

A thorough Eknowledge of the Spanish
language is of the:-utmost advantage to
the representative of a foreign house
seeking business in Mexico, says a
writer. It is not the absolute necessity
to-day, however, that it was once.
There are now foreign firms established
throughout . the republic in various
lines. Many of the heads of large con-
cerns speak English perfectly, and a
competent interpreter can readily be
secured in any of the larger cities. . No
exporting house should delay enterihg
the Mexican field for the lack of a
Spanish-speaking representative. Other
things being equal, the man who can
talk to a customer in his native tongue
has a ‘decided advantage; but between
the man who knows Spanish and is not
familiar with the business he repre-
sents, and the man whe is a master of
his business without a kmowledge of
Castilian, there can be no question of
choice. A lack of business ability will
be detected in the Mexican markets just
as readily as,a faulty pronunciation of
Spanish: The Spanish interpreter can
always be secured and employed with-
out discredit; 'it is impossible for a
Spanish-speaking representative to em-
ploy an assistant to tell him his busi-
ness.

The progress of the English language
in Mexico City is marked from year-to
yvear. Even six years ago a stranger
found it difficult to do much shopping
without a knowledge of Spanish. Now
there is not a house of any importance
in the city that does not have at least
one English-speaking clerk and some
of them have several, and the manager
or proprietor deals with the American
travelling ‘man in the latter’s own lan-
guage. The prominent lawyers and
doctors of Mexico are highly educated
men. They speak English fluently and
several other languages as well. They
read the newspapers and magazines in
English. The Mexicans' are fine lin-
guists but are very mddest regarding
their attainments. You will meet a
Mexican gentleman in the car on his
way to business, and, although he may
have read his morning newspaper Iin
English thoroughly before leaving home
if he has not had opportunity 'for con-
versational practice, he will be reluct-
ant to acknowledge any acquaintance
with the language whatever.,

That Mexico is awakening to the
great possibilities of trade on the Pa-
cific goes without saying, and the costly
improvements that are being made on
some of the harbors, notably: Salina
Cruz and Acapulco, proves that the
government of the republic is alive to
the coming era of prosperity that is
going to sweep along the west caast of
the American continent. ‘It is a matter
for congratulation that British Colum-
bias are also alive to the fact and ready
to take their share of this prosperity,
the herald of which may, be found in
the recent connecting of this province
to the rising ports on-the Mexican west
coast. 2

Now" that interest in Mexico’s trade
with the Dominion has been awakened
and has been dealt with so frequently
of late in the press, it is only natural
that an interest in the habits and cus-
toms, the daily life of the Mexican peo-
ple is growing locally. The fascination
of Mexico for any and all visitors is too
well-known to need more than a refer-
ence here. A counfry rich in ancient
lore, ‘rich in natural wealth, and in some
places natural beauty, and unsurpassed
for the architectural grandeur of its
cities cannot fail to provide romance
and fascination for the traveller.

The greater part of Mexico’s popula-
tion is made up of full-biooded Indians,
and the remainder are mostly Mesti-
zoes, the descendants of half-caste In-
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dians and white pef)ple. They are
people whose -habits resemble those of
an age that has long passed,-that is, if
we take them colléctively. In the in-
terior of the country may be found the
old agricultural - and domestic imple-
ments and utensils of 2 hundred years
ago. In the cities the most modern con-
veniences that the ingenuity of man
has provided can be found in company
with old-fashioned possessions that
savor of antiquity. Throughout modern
Mexico may be found the two streaks
of modernity and antiquity running in
harness, yet, while they never ' har-
monize, they seldom jar. The people
are indolent, if we view them in the
light of workers without regard to their
heredity and their climatic environ-
ment. but they are a very warm-hearted
race of people who can never do too
much for those whose friendship they
esteem. The essence of politeness cov-
ers a multitude of small sins, not so
much of social delinquency, but of bus-
iness laxity.

On_ this page will be found some in-
teresting reproductions of photographs
showing the present day natives, their
quaint dresses and one of their woe-
fully out-of-date conveyances. The
Mexican peasant has scarcely changed
in a century, and the advent of rail-
ways and the modernizing of, Mexican
business is only now beginning to break
through the garment of antiquity that
covers agricultural Mexicp. At - the
same time; now that digging on rail-
ways is beginning to supplant the
work on the ranches, and now that cap-
ital is beginning to develop vast areas
of fruitful soil with the agricultural
implements of the present-day, it seems
that the beginning of the end so far
as ‘“‘modern ancient Mexico” is concern-
ed. has already begun.

Mexico: is bound to attract a great
deal of tourists from the northern ports
of the Pacific coast at an early date, as
it is becoming so well known that in-
terest in its charms is growing daily.
‘While there has always been a fairly
large amount of passenger travel on the
steamers running to Mexican ports, and
especially to the Gulf of Mexico, {t fol-

lows that the development of the com-

mercial side of trafle will result in a
development of the passenger business.

The qugint buildings that Mexico pos-
sesses are among the gights of

is irresistably drawn. Even the hum-
blest villages seems to possess at least
one building that is worthy of close
attention, a mission, a church, an alms-
house of-some kind, built by the old in-

the |
world, and it is to them that the visitor |

habitants of the country who were mas-
ters of their craft. Art seems to per-
meate the Mexican cities. In the City
of Mexico some of the world’s finest
feats of architecture bear witness to
the richness of Spain’s one-time colony.

Churches that cost millions to build-and

other buildings that house almost price-
less gems of art, are common in that
city.

The cathedral in Mexico City ig the
most sumptuous church in America. It
faces the north side-of the great Plaza,
on the 'site of the great pyrimidal
“toocalli,” or temple of Huitzilopochtli,
titular god of the Aztecs. This edifice,
which was founded in 1573 and finished
in 1657, at a ' cost of - $2,000,000 for the
walls alone, forms a Greek cross 426
feet long and 203 feet wide, with two
great naves and three aisles, enty
side-chapels and a magnificent high
altar supported by marble columns and
surrounded by a tumbago  baulstrade
with sixty-two statues made of rich

gold, silver and copper-alloy, serving as’

candelabra.

The elaborate carved choir is also en-
closed by tumbago railings made in
Macao, weighing twenty-six tons, and
valued at $1,500,000. In the interior the
Doric style prevails with Renaissance
on the exterior. The cathedral is adorn-
ed by a fine dome and two open towers
218 feet high. At the foot of the left
tower is placed the famous ‘“calendar
stone,’”” the most interesting relic of
Aztec culture.

Much could: be written of even:the
smallest phase of Mexican life,  but -no-
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thing can adequately describe its vary-
ing features. Notes on 'the present
state of the ‘republic’s: people and the
awakening of the great majority of
Mexicans - to the presence of the
twentieth century’s marvels come to us
from: travellers who 'visit this land of
wonders, and from various publications
that are now devoting much space to
the ‘southern country. These will no
doubt be stored in the memory of those
who are taking a close interest in the
republic and possibly contemplating a
visit to it on account of the closer trade
and social relations that are now being
established - between this province and
the “republic.

SNIFFELING AND - SNEEZING
4 COLDS,

Can be stopped in a few minutes and
permanently cured in‘one hour by in-
haling fragrant healing Catarrhozone.
No. remedy compares with Catarrho-
zone for cold in the head and nasal ca-
tarrh. . It soothes and heals the in-
flamed mucous membranes, prevents
sneezing and coughing, clears awavr
the “stuffed up” feeling in the fo
head. If you haven’t used. Catarrho
zone get it to-day and try it on your
next, cold. You'll be surprised at the
efficiency of this delightful inhaler
treatment which pleases everyone be-
cause it cures so quickly. Complete
outfit $1.00; ‘trial size 25c.

Only 34 out of every 100 Englishmen are
married.

This remarkable edifice is the. most sumptuous and costly church building on the American continent,
the great Plaza in Mexico City. and is ‘apnuallv visited by many thousands of tourists

B
CATHEDRAL IN MEXICO CITY.
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