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¢  An Up-to-Date

Mr. ﬁ L. Pense, vice-president and enern;l mana.xer ot the Royal
Bank, ls not a stand-patter, He reeosnhqu that Canada, uke all other
civitized nations, must utilize the eollectivt cred(’t‘ of the oountry by ln-
voklng the principle of rediscount. In his a.ddress at the annual meet-

jug of the shareholders of the Royal Bank, some acconnt of which appears
in this issue of The World, Mr. Pease is reported as saying:

“If Canada had a bank of rediscount patterned somewhat after
the Federal Reserve Bank in the United States it would render
legitimately available millions of assets in the form of high-grade
commercial paper now lying dormant in the portfolios of the banks,
and thereby greatly increase our financial resources.”

When the Bank Act was last up for revision Mr. W. F. Maclean,
M.P. for South York, advocated the formation of a government bank of
issue and rediscount, fo be known as the Bank of Canada, with a capital
stock o fifty million doliars, in which the government and the chartered
banks would be stockholders. Such A plan was subsequently adopted
with modifications in the United States, made necessary by the pledge of
the Democratic party mot to re-establish the old “United States bank
Twelve regional banks were instituted under the supervision and control
of the federal reserve board at Washington.

In Canada we are not hampered by the political prejudice that runs
bick to the historic struggle ‘between Andrew Jackson and the United
States Bank. We can easily form a big central bank of isgde and - re-
digcount under government control which will not hamper, ‘but on the
contrary will help the chartered banks. The chartered ba,nks would be
member banks in the great national system.

But the government bank which - rediscounts the securities offered
by the; chartered banks must have a circulating medium of some kind,
and quite logically it seems to us the national credit must be represented
by a rational curremcy. The circulation privxleges of the banks should
not be arbitrarily withdrawn, but, as The World has often suggested, the
government could issue for a stated time at a nominal rate of interest
national currency to the various banks up to the amount of ‘their paid-
up capital. After thdt the banks would have. the great advantage of a
strong central bank of rediscount to which they could go with thetr
securitieés. ~ At present they hold idle large gold reserves and g‘ﬂt—edged
securities aggregating an incredible num.ber of millions in anticipa,tion of
a possibie fran’’ or banic that may never come. 1If their securmes ‘were
rediscounted and their peserves largely kept on deposlt with the central
bank they would have much more money to do busipess with, and in
case of a “run’ or a panic they would have national credxt and nationa!
curreney ready for their relief. - : 1
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Another Street Car Failure.

Toronto has once more been diddled by the Street Railway Co. The
railway board, with all its august dignity, ordered the company over 4
year ago to have one hundred new cars on the lines by January 1, 1918,
and another hundred in another twelve months. .~ The Street Rallway
Company has taken the measure of the raﬂwa.y board, as it has taken
the measure of the city, and the:cars have not been put on.

There are plenty of excuses arising out of the war, but If these had
not been available there would have been others arising out of peace.
The street railway ‘¢ontinues as it was in the beginning and ever shall
be. Dut excuses do not fit the lamenta."nle privation and mconvenlence
to which the people are subjected. Himk il o WP I

"I'hose who inveighed and continue to invexgh aminst ithe purchase
proposgls of a few years ago should study the, present conditmns, and in.
their tabulations of revenue and costs make allowances for the griev-

, ances.of the public which does not ride in limousines, but hangs to attﬂbs.
Had )t‘he street railwdy. been under the management of the city for four
ye.usi past, even at the figures proposed; the city would have been va,stly
better off. As it is the street railway trafiic, with all the disadvantages

of car shortage, of overcrowding, of bad service, has practically regainea
the levél of 1913. In the mext four years,, with a consolidated service and
“improved accommodatlcm the estimates would have been surpassed. The
figures for the past year prove this. The gain to the city. 'would have
been incalculable.

As it is, we hang to straps and depend on the railway board, neither
experience being satisfactory. If the board exerted its outraged authority
there would be gome hope but the mdtter wﬂl probably rest

Whose Friend is Russia ?

General Kaledines is the head of the new Don Republic. Thus an-
other step is taken towards the reconstruction of Russia. If the Bol-
sheviki were as logical as they think they ought to be they would segre-
gate themselves in a separate government and allow the other people of
Russia who are not of their opinion to go their separate ways. The Don
Cossacks are as distinctive a race as any in Europe, and if they self-
determine themselves into a republic that is their right as laid dowm by
the Bolsheviki themselves. The Ukrainians have equally distinct national
aspirations and are laboring towards a government.

It is quite conceivable, if the Bolsheviki had a large view of the
situation, that a federation of Russian states could be organized, some-
thing on the lines of the United States of America. This ig not whar
Germany. wants, however. It suits the kaiser better to have a Russlan
anarchi than anything short of a friendly despotism. But that is gone
forever.

Trotzky said the other day that if he were logical he would declare
war against Britain on account of India, Egypt and Ireland. He has
been more friendly to Germany in his actions, whatever his sentiments
may.be, than he has been to the entente allies. He could not have done
a more unfriendly act to France, short of declaring war, than to permit
the Germans to withdraw their troops from the eastern front for service
in the west. He may say that the Germans broke faith, but if he is silly
enough after the last three years and a half to depend on ‘the word of
the kaiser he is scarcely wise enough to rule Russia.

In spite of unfriendly acts and doubtful sentiments we shall make

a great mistake to turn a cold shoulder to the Russians, however Dbadly
thoy have treated us under the influence of German propaganda. It is
reported that the Russians feel gloomy and depressed because they fear
their former allies will now do mothing for them, and they think they
must turn to their former inveterate enemies, the Germans, to save them-
gelves from disorganization and national disaster. This is where the

. allies should intervene and make it clear to the whole Russian people
Awhat they can expect, and the conditions.

‘We are vastly nearer the Bolsheviki tham we are to the Germans,
"whatever the latter profess, and however misguided the former may be.
I't‘,tll our policy, therefore, to have an understanding with those wits
whom -we are more naturally in sympathy. France could do this with
a good grace. The United States could encourage the real Russians tre-
mendously by a direct appeal and statement of intentions. But Britain,
above all, could say the word that would bring the whole Russian nation
into line. . Wtih all his brilliance, Lloyd George does not seem to have
been able to strike the right note. Perhaps the new ambassador to
Patrograd will be able to effect an understanding. Perhaps it will de-
veive on President Wilson to say the right word and consolidate Russiap
feeling.  We do not know what the great and distinguished men of Russia
ade doing. We may be sure that they are not idle. When the oppo:r-
tunity is ripe and the right moment comes they may have a great deal
to say ;,nd do yet,
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What is'€0™"
trenches? A.r

upon mile of sementmp folds, from

the North Sea. to the Swin frontier,
traceable like some line'of Leviathan
mole hills, to disappear under“tb»
upturned furrow? Will the eorn
fields roll along the Bapaume road as
they roll over the stree’cs of Calle-va,

N

tiru the gates of Hornz,,,ﬁ; s

posed, ‘that ‘after the war’

Pelgium Mmm a grest

brucg'o'tp'the forts of Belfort, a
preurye the trenches all the way, /
that, tn years to. cpme men may vis!t
them, ‘as before th@ war: uwy visited
the mOunxahm tm.t look on Mq,ra.thon
or tha banks of. tbe Meta\xru! 2

i o u, from’ évery point bf’view, 10
be holbed that this proposal w}ll be
carried out:  The world pre!e.'vel,
with greit cavre, the shrines of its
crimes and tragedies, like the Cas-
tello di St Ameio ‘and the Chatean

of its’ purlﬂca.ﬂom" It ‘does this, it
perhm tmm, in its great ehnmhec,
in its Camatex‘bunys and its St. Marks.
But ln thQ whole -tory of its t'ecen-
eration it will find nothing to comi-’
pare to the heroism and renunciation
of .those battalions of men, of all
sorts and of all conditions, of ail na-
tions and .of all peoples, who have
marched into the inferno of  the
trenches, in as pure a spirit of mar-
tyrdom as the men who faced the
lions, in the Roman ‘circuses, or the
stake in the market places of the In-
quisition, "The trenches, in short,
have fbe‘cbme the cross of twenticth
century Christianity, and the stupid-
ity and selfishnéss, the blindness and
self-righteosuness, which for long hid
this : from the eyes of thousands not
engaged in the battle, is yielding to
an almost awed consciousness of the
truth to which their ' eyes were
holden.

For yea.m the whoip ‘civilized world
had beén racing o, the m
to the music of the tabors »e
and the shrill squeal: of the pipes of
ervy and hate. The worship of
plood had given place to the worship
of mammon, the motto “noblesse
oblige” to the motto “put money in
thy spurse.” Never - did thé world
seem, to those who had, a more de-
lighitful place to live 'in than in’ the
summer  of 1914, or a world better
worth striving for a place in;to those
who' had. nog;../And vot, all. 1.h#utlme,-
the ice in fhe carniv ho
confetti ‘wak. Mm shomra:l;l Wrﬁg;:
New'- York <6 St - Peterdbtirg,  atid

from Stockholm to Bome, was bagin-

ning to crack, and there were spec-

tres to be seen as gaunt as any who
ever herded 1in the faubourgs in ;93,
or lurked in the deep woods round
the chateaux. The awakening, how-
ever, was not destined to come that
way. It came thru the ambition of
ambition, thru the arrogance of arro-
&ance. .In . g sentence, -thru, the des
sire of un.'brldled hnﬂxm Wﬁl to dra’w
irto its maw thé Dower, &e vﬁea.lgh.
and, the dominion. 6f the wocld the

‘world was dellvered up to war, and

to war wagéd with a fierceness, a
horror, and a remorseélessness whizh

bad been unknown gince the days of
Attila and Alaric,

Then it was that, in the midst of its
desolation and its shame, there came
to the world the, revelation of the
trenches, and that humanity began to
realize the fact of the indestructibil-
ity of good. Evil comes and evil éMs
with all the foam and fitfulness of tihé
tide of passion, but good stands like
the great rocks .against which the
waves of evil crash, only to be scat-
tered and powdered into spray. In
July, 1914, what is called Society was
drifting in an aimless, pleasure-logged
way, along Piccadilly or the Boulevard
des 'Ca.pucines, in its pleasure barge.
Youth .in the prow, and folly at the
helm, it was shouting, like the Israe-
lites of old, “Let us eat and drink, for

-
hall

et ?omorrow welihy ¢ Ldk," but, all ths 4

same, without "any expectation  of
death. And all that time the socialist
clubs and the labot unions were meet-
ing and- denouncing the erew of the
barge, and planning plans for wrecking
it. Then suddenly the skies split and
the war-clouds thundered amidst the
lightning. And; marvel of marvels,
the pleasure seekers climbed out of

. theh' barges, and. t.bq soclalists and

}abor unions closed their meetings, and
marched together, .
*lhoulder, into’ the trenches to defend
?rlnclple.

That night Merphintopheles must have

e Jsa.t puzzled, ansry and alarmed. Noth-
"liing had gone the way he had calcu-

‘!ated and, as he watched the trans-
‘formation in the ' trenches, he must
“have realized that the game was lost.
“We went into the trenches,” said a
British officer, not l'ons ago, “Chris-
tians by: education, infidels in prac-
tice. And this is what the trenches

there is a God.! ‘What the pulpit was
‘powerless to teach the trenches have
taught. =~ Self - denial, “self - sacrifice,
gelf-renunciation in the trenches have
taught men wha,t Love meant on Cal-

vary. “What message,” asked a lour-
nalist one day on lea.vinx the / front,
“shall 1 take to them at home?” < And

from the officer mddmsed “Tell them
that the men are mlebdld.” There,
huddled together in the mud and blood
of the long city, stretching from Zee-

“coal-boxes” and “Jack Johnsons,”
with the great guns roaring and the
rifle bullets pattering; with the blasted
trees and shell craters of “No Man's
Land” fqr a fronf garden, officers and
men are Mike splendid. It is the same,
rtoo, amidst the sands and limestone
ridges of Palestine, and by the fly-
covered mud flats of " “Temptation
squaré” in Eden: There'is no ‘“class”
in the trenches.  Peers and factory
hands, laborers and university pro-
fessors, academicians and artisans, all
putting Principle first and themselves
last, in a common fellowship.. And
that is the redemption of the trenches.

For the first time half the men are
b‘eginning to. thirik at all, and most
of thé  others te" think truly. A com-
pany of troops, goi.nz shouting and
laughing over the top ‘not long ago,
fought themselves into a position
where they were surrounded on every
side by death, and from which escape]
seemed impossible.. From the tense
silence which fell upon them, said one
of the officers afterward, I knew that
they were praying. And then I dont
know how, but the' whole danger
melted away and we. weu (mte. Safe
trom what? demands the cynic cyni-
,ca.lly, from -the' fate/tisey went out tos
tnﬂlct on éomebody*‘nélse" ! No, not
from that, tho the e‘si»uﬁaﬂon ig aime
cult in a few words. Safe from the
dangers their. own fears had copjured
up for them, Safe, owing to their own
simple trust in good, which made safe
also those whom they had gome out to
fight,

All of which, the cynic may reply, in
the phrase 'of Marshal :Canrobert, is
quite possibly magnificent, but it is
not war. Yet it is war, war in heaven.
1t is war with,fear, 'with hate, with
murder, in a word with self. But, says
the cynic again, has & man got to go
to war to learn love? No he has not,
but neither has he shown a super-
fluity of love in peace. He should de-
monstrate love in the self-forgetful-
ness which overcomes sin; disease and
death, in the'way demanded by Jesus
of Nazareth. But if he will not dis-
play this self-denial in the ease of
peace he may be compelled to mani-
fest it amidst the terrors of war.

The trenches have been the school
of this lesson. And it is in the learn-
ing of it that the hope of h,uma.nity
is rising. It is in the conquest of self
that true victory is being born. The
winning of trenches here and of clties
there is but an indication of this con-
quest, for the victory of Principle is
inevitable. It is conduct and not
shells, surrender to Truth, not bayonet
thrusts, that will win the day, no mat-
ter whait. the accompanying physical
manifestation may be.
fights not in vain against the dragon.

SOLDIERS AND SELF-
EDUCATION.

By Leon Lorenzo.

I have chanced upon a letter from
a soldier in France, which quite ac-
cidentally reveals an important story.
Part of it reads as follows:

“I've started learning Spanish and
am keeping up botany, one lecture
a week and two afternoons with the
mathématics. I'm also learning book-
binding, and enjoy it very much.
wish I had joined some of thé other
handicraft classes (leather, wood and
metal work), but. there has been a
big rush for them. I'm writing this
seated cross-legged on my bunk: have
washed seventeen handkmhnaﬁ. ete.,
etc., etc.”

Here is -another:

with running the classes and with
My reading has been varied, akmos:
indiscriminate, and my studies con- |
ined practicaily to the acquisition of
foreign languages. I have no special
talent for Janguages, but I consid-
ered that a knowledge of three or
four might be useful after the war.
I have a fair working knowledge of

Gernman, French and Russian, have

microscope; am also polishing up my |

“Much of my time here is taken up |

meanaging the school and the library. |

made fair progress with Ita,l!é.n. and
am at present dabbling with Span-
ish. I have not the slightest illu-
sion about the knowledge of. lan-
guages making ‘an educated man, or
the self-complacency which comes
from pattering a foreign tongue. I
am learning them because I think
they may be useful to the movement.”

“The movement,”
the
itO

is the -effort o
Workers’ BEducational Association
introduce study classes for sol-
| diers at the base camps where sol-
1d:iers' rest, just back of the fighting
lfront. Just how well along the et~
fort is I can’t tell you in figures,
for the effort is so young that thus
far  the association’s officers them-~
selves are not in possession of statis-
tics. There are known to be seven
study . classesyat the front, but their
membership. is in ‘such a contingal
state’ of fluctunation #that . statistics
really ‘are of little sighificance. At-
‘;tendnnce at the classes is regular
enough, however, to give thetn a con-
| tinuous ' and semi-présperous
| tence.

exis-

! They have been started by the 1,-
| 000 members of the association, now
«sening at the front—members whose
‘zeal for the work of their association
has been ke!t alive by its War-Time
Comradesh.vp Comum’ttee, which main~
tains a regular correspondence wizh

ghoulder tol

‘have done for us—today, we know that

the answer came without hesitation]:

brugge to Belfort, amidst the crash of

For Michael |*

R

them throughout their period of ser-
vice.

The Workers’ Educational Associas
tion occupies an unigue place in the
world. - So far as I have béen able to
discover it is the only organization ‘in
the world which runs on & -great
scale, free classes for worker's, school-
ing them in their ovenlngs and on
their Sundays. Clerks and telexraph-
ers, teachers, textile and domestic
workers, enginéers, shop
miners, printers, = metal workers,
building laborers,
joiners, factory - hands,” railwaymen,
taillors and dressmakers, insurance

agents, postmen, tram conduetors and

motormeh, policemen, ' potters, ‘boot
and shoe workers, warehousemen, la-
borers, foremen and managers, book-
binders—all are -represented in its|
lists of pupils, It dates ba.ck only to
1908, when a group or thirty potters
at Longton got together in ‘the even-~
ings to study industrial history.
Today it has-over 191 branch glasses,
2,320 affiliated socleties and 10,7560
members in Great Britain and Ire-
land alone, with others in .Canada,
Australia, New Zealand and = South
Africa. The “affiliated societies” are
in reality labor unions whose mem-
bers have taken up the association's
study courses. The Derbyshire Min-
ers’ Association, the General Federa-
tion of Trade Uhnions, the A':nalgamht-
ed Association of Tramway and Ve-
hicle Workers, the National - Amalga-
mated Society of Male and Female
Pottery Workers, the National Asso-
ciation of Manual Training Teachers,
the Society of Operative Stone Masons,
the Amalgamated Soéiety of Paper
Makers, the Postoffice Amalgamated
Engineering and Stores Association,

assistants, |

caqunters and|

the Ship .Constructors ‘and Ship-
wrights' Association, - the  National
Federation of ~'Women - Tewhcu. the
Na.tlona.l F,odera.t;'. ; 0 W
ers and the Young Women; k

Association——these are. some «@L__,
datest uddmm eo thummm

ing the eost “of .operating. t!u nugo
‘educational scheme.' it

“'Its work 1is divided Intoi tntoril.l
‘classes to prepare young workem for

university;- training; - on&-ym claqq”. ;

to substitute for university training in

the cases of many of the older work- ’

] ,Mum;msm decides what .=
- | the County of York has

ers; ;,My cix;clel, a le

stltute for., uplygrsity',yn -
tures. Ninety-nite - tutorial cldsses
‘are now running in Great Britain and
Ireland with 1,926 students, One hgmq
dred and ﬁrty-{our one-year elnues,

70 ‘study circles ‘and 526 publi¢ leo-
tures -were put oni durmg the year
which ended* June “1.
one-year classes, 24 study’ circles and
146 lectures were on subjects which
had to do with the war.

Among the men workers history and
economics are the favorite’ subjects,
and among the classes for -women
workers the favorites are first aid,
home nursing and: hygiene. ' Other
subjects in large demand are history,
literature, nature study, French, sing-
ing, embroidery, dressmaking a.nd mil-
linery, and elementary biology.

COURSE OF LECTURES.

‘Greater Toronto Labor Party th’

Educntloml Campaign.

The executive of the Greater ,‘To-
ronto Labor Party, at its meeting last
night in the Labor Temple, reviewed.
the recent federal election campaign
with mueh satisfaction. The execu-

tive 'is planning a series . of - winter |

lectures upon vital issues of the day,
such  as- proportional representation, !
“

-1 sidered b ¢

Of these; 25 |

Compe:

.ance, these o,ddreslu
by prominent men of the city.
ex

mmm

'm?tr&' of %
.portation :
‘opposes. '

-the taking over of ihe Meu-obon/éqq
division of fher Yonk ‘Radtal Mlm

This will be Jan. zs, m
boardwlumtethem

er Co
Ftntnce Commissioner Brad haw rep-
resenting the ctty and “H., ' J.. Wright

company and County of York. '
In stating his decision that the first
g was to decide the status
comphy, whether or“not they.

the company, to fi
made tor J‘u.n. 25.
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Your Grocer or
Dealer can Supply You

Here's a drink that is good for the

whole family—a - light,

pure lager that

reaches the “dry” spot. :
Brewed exclusively from choice mtlt

IMPERIAL
M

For sale by all Hotels and Restaurants.
Order by the case from your grocer or dealer,

The O’Keefe Brewery Co. Limited

Phone Main 4202

Toronto
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