
incomparably Ihc quickest and the safest to the sea, and providinnamply for future commercial development.

HON. CHAS. E. TOWNSEND, CHAIRMAN U. S. SENATE COM-
MITTEE OF COAST AND INSULAR SURVEY, DECLARES
THE DEEP WATERWAY A GREATER PROPOSITION
THAN THA PANAMA CANAL. ADVANTAGE IN RE-

DUCTION OF FREIGHT RATES.
The Hon. Mr. Town..nd, in speaking to his resolution in the Sen-

?i!; Ir. P ^V° '","" T\ » ''"^'^"'"y ™ a «n«ter propositionthan the Panama Canal. If the project were realized the IntersUte
Commission would no loflger have occasion to pass, upon railroad ratesfrom the mid, le West to the Atlantic; water competition would keepthem reasonable. ^

In speaking of this feature, he cited further the peculiar conditions
under which the merchants of Uuh and Arizona, when shipping freight

rr**-. K.™r"f"' '"/"^Atlantic or receiving freight in return, fhid
it profitable to forward such shipments first to the Pacific in order tosecure the competing water-rate via Cape Horn

Once the Panama Canal is open, the length of the present water
route via Cape Horn will be cut more than two-thu-ds. If the presentwater rate over the immense distance around Cape Horn is already
such a factor in competing freight rates, what will be the compeUtion
via the Panama Canal.^

THE LATE C. M. HAYS UPON WATER CARRIAGE FROM
CANADIAN WEST VIA PANAMA.

Grand Tnmk «nd Grind Trunk Picilic R«lw.y., predicted that within
five years half the produ. .., of the Canadian Northwest would fmd an

thePanamican^
^^" ^ ^' "'°"''' ^ ''""*'" »''™' ^^

If the view of this transporUtion eipert be correct, a necessary

P^l!7 "'.'"
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the vessels freighting these products fSTZ
racific porU of Canada wU carry return cargoes thither from Europe

tL"^', J
wiU make serious inroads on our Eastern and inter-pi^

pZm. }"t'- ?* '"''''
t?««™ answer to this competition on*^

Pacific w by waterways which wdl give to ocean vessels access to the

bvthe ^S?; .-^ • .' '"*""?.? .""t "e^'y would Cwiada benefitby the reduction m rates upon shipments to and froja Europe; inttr-provmcial trade would be vasUy promoted. Nova Scotia Wl, for

™:337i;.?'^ta"rk:tr(^tiM''ti:;«^s.™'^
- '" - «"""«'

The benefiU to intervening lake ports may be illustrated by the
c.t,v of Gll».,ton in Texas. By deepening the channel at the entranw

Th. L?fl '."^Tu"'" S"™",.*' .""H
<»"•' *" ""^ ^"" commerce,

was sL^i'inUnS" iyi''
°"'7. '"'rbor improvemenU at Galvestonwas some »10,000,(X)a The result, aceordmg to a report of a board of

ofllOnnn'SS"; '«^™'*^'9">v 1?08, ha, been an annual saving
ol »1 0,000,000 to commerce. The business of the port was increased
enomious^v, and Cpt John C O.ke., Corp. of fegineoM of Ts^
STii!!»ViT'l"' DT""M.^"*''- ^^- 'l«l''"». "I have no doubt,

Ll,^ u^, be made of this question, a saving of «0,000,000 perannum cc.!,!d certemly be shonTi if not $30,000,000


