
16 GERMANY AND THE GERMANS

14 A. D., to be succeeded by Tiberius, the Reman
Empire was bounded on the north and east by

the Rhine, the Danube, the Black Sea and its

southern territory, and Syria; by all the known
country from ths Red Sea to the Atlantic Ocean

in northern Africa on the south; and by the

Atlantic Ocean as far north as the river Elbe on

the west. Five hundred years later, about 500

A. D., the Barbarians, as they were called, had

thrust aside the Roman Empire. The Saxons

controlled the southern and eastern coasts of

England; the Franks were rulers in the whole

country from the Loire to the Elbe; south of

them the Visigoths ruled Spain; Italy and all

the country to the north and east of the Adri-

atic, as far as the Danube, were in the hands of

the Ostrogoths. The Roman Empire had been

pushed to the eastern end of the Mediterranean,

with its capital at Constantinople.

In another three hundred years, or in 800

A. D., the king of one of these German tribes re-

vived the title of Roman Emperor, was crowned

by the Pope, Leo III, and governed Europe as

Charlemagne. His banner with the double-

headed eagle, representing the two empires of

Germany and Rome, is the standard of Germany
to-day. Charles Martel, who led the West

against the East, defeating the Arabs in the coun-


