
equalled in w»r innali. bombs filled with poisoned ns and
barbarous missiles of every kind threatened the ships and
sailors from air and sea and land ; beyond all this the honour-
able conventions and rules of sea-warfare. which had evolvedm centuries of Bntish fighting and been accepted by all civil-
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watchfulness, of its mighty struggles with the submarine,
that It IS only now, after the War is over, that people arewaking up to the vital value of its services. May they co!!J
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During the progress of the War British construction wassteady. Four secret ships were built, of which no ditSwere allowed to become public until the struggle was otSbut afterwards known to be 800 feet in lengthf with a dis-placement of 30,000 tons, a speed of 32 knots Mhou?Md anW T)i°V^''"i^\«^f-
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While the losses of ships from mines or submarines weregomg on. the North Sea and English ChanneHs "he centre
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