
INTRODUCTION. f

tlio Blessed Virgin. Probably I have not been happy in hTm<r.

iiig out this fact conspicuously, but no one can read the narra-

tive attentively without feeling it. The names of the character?

—except Coaina's—are fictitious, and so are some of the trivial

i icidents and embellishments.

The situation of the niisdion, the villaa-e, the calvary, the
description of the people, the account of the « Taho," are all to

be found in the " History of the Indian Missions in North
America," which has been one of my favorite books for years
past.

In writing Coaina, I had one special object in view, besides
iliuRtrating the beauty and triumph of religion, and that is to
ro^rove the sins of uncharitableness, slander, and rash judg-
riJent, the three sins which crucified Christ. These are the siiis

of our age. I sometimes wonder, such is the prevalence of
these evils among Christians, if true charity has become an
obsolete virtue.

Would to God our clergy, and the Catholic press, w^ld
make a crusade against the specious, special, universal and-
Bhall T say it-inferAal sin of slander, in all its forms. I don't
know that I ever found any thing more applicable to thia point
than the history of Coaina.

Sincerely and truly your friend,

ANNA H. DORSET


