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their number, ohhougfa tl^ey toiy hta^ receiveiVfChriit'nn bdptiiib bill

fore, by iitipersion ekher ui infancy or at adalt age, h the stron|eSit

possible proof* But can the quantity of water more or less avail tMf
thiag to the saltatioa of the soul ? or must all be lost for ever v^h6

are uot baptized by iraioersion? Do all remaio unbaptized whoS6
irhele bodies have not be6n pat under tlte water. These aw-etirioiil

problems in divinity ! And do the men who thus oppose their opluf.

pns to the ohristiau world, exceed all other men in sound learning,

extensive information, and exalted piety ? Certainly not. But th6r6

is one qualification which some bf them possess in a high degrpe, ninWi
ly a certain degree of temeiarjous boldness that can set at deiitintoi&l

scripture, reason and commoti sense, or set all th6se together by thl
ears, through an entire ignomiic^ of oil. Fof this qualifies them fd

assert boldly, and when their contradictions and errors are ezpoised,

tliey shift their ground and den^ as boldly,' and thus they are proof
against all conviction, and think themselves,wider than seven men
who can render a reason. And theawful consequence must be, that

many souls for whom Christ died, are destroyed. I judge no man
rashly, nor do I form an uncharitable opiuioii of any; but I knovi^

that every cause must produce its proper e€ect. Can the rush gro«[

without mire. Job 8. 11, 13. It cannot be denied that error leadi

from God, datkens th^ understanding. and hardens the heart. Td
apply these observation^ 1N» ttie case before us, can we expect thoM
persons to repent of sin, and turn from it who utterly condemn rei

penting? Qr those to helreve who condemir believing ? Or thosis td
seek the Lord who condemn all seeking ? Or those to aspire after hew
liness and perfect love, who say it is wrong at any time, nay eVieri

when about to launch into eternity to speak of such things; or thbs^

to avoid sin who say they cannot be damned for committing it, &e. IM
not such opinions dishonor God in the highest degree, and are they not
calculated to overturn and destroy every thing sacred and moral itt

society. Were such opinions generally received, (thank God th($y

are not) what awful consequences would immediately follow. By
the past we may judge what the future would be. See Dr. Robert;^

^on'd account of the Anabaptists, to whom the present Baptists have at

'* strong resemblance in many things. " Soon after Luther's apped^J
" ance, says the Doctor, in his history of Charles V. the rashness ov
*' ignorance of some of his disciples led them to pbblish tenets no tess

" absurd than pernicious, which being proposed to men extremfeiy
*' illiterate, but fond of novelty, and at a time when their minds wi^lrft

*^ turned wholly to religious speculations, gai* 3d too easy credit aiirf

'^ authority among them,—The roost remarkable of their religiotrsr

tenets related to the sacrament of baptism, which, as they con^
tended, ought to be administered only to persons grown up^to'

years of understanding, and should be performed, not by sprink'J
" ling them with water, but by dipping them into it. For.this rei-

J' spa thi?y condemned the baptism of iftfaiits,' and re-baptixlng Aff

" whom


