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18.-N0rES ON A RHCONNOISSANCli OF

COAST OF 'i'HF UNITFI

TIIF FISIIFRIFSOFTHH PACIFIC

STATHS IN 1894.

Bv HUGH M. SMITH, M. D.,

Assistant in Charge Division of Statistics and Mtthoits of the Fisheries, U. S. Fish Commission.

NARRATIVE OF THE TRIP.

Under date of Miiy 8, 1804, I was directt'd by tlu! lion. JfarHliall McDonald, V. S.

("oniinissionor of Fi.sli and I'isli('iic'.''i. to piofcrd (<> tlio I'aciilc coast '• for tlie purposo

of making; a .study uf the ajtpaiatus and nicthodsof tlie ti.sliericsof that n>(;ion." I

waHiiiNtriictcd to make obHcrvations on tlic condition of tlie aalnion induKtry of tlie

(lilferent sections that it wa.s dccniod advisable to visit; to consider tlie development

of the market lisliery and the sardine industry; to iuvestipite the hihtory, jjrowth

and i)reseut extent of the stur^rcon llsiiery of tlieCoiuudiiaHiver; and to look into any
(ither branches of the li.sherics that po.ssessed special interest. I was directed to pive

liarticular attention to the shad, the striiu'dbass. the black bass, thecattish, the carp,

and tlie eel, which liave been artificially introduced from the east, esi)ecially observing

their distribution, si/e, commercial importance, and food value.

I was ordere<l to leave Wnshiufjton on or about May l<», and to return ii<>t later

tlian July 10. Pur.suaiit to these instructions, 1 left Wasliinston May I<H and arrived

at San Francisco May '-'4. Ten days were spent in that city, devoted ciiietly to au

in.-ipectiou of the (Ish and otiier watt'r jiroducts cxpo.scd for sale in the nnirkets; to

visits to the fishermen's wharf vvherc the catch is di.schar^cd, the nets are dried, and
tlie boats are moored; and to an examination of tlie books of tlie whole.sale dealers for

tlie years 1803 and 18!M for the purpose of taking,' oil" an a<'count of all shad, striped

basis, carj), and catfish handled. The American Union Fish Company, .\. I'aiadini,

<i. ('amilloni, and .1. II. Kessin^ very obp^in^ly ])ermitted this examination of their

records when the object of the iniiuiry was made known, and are entitled to tlic tlianks

• ifthe (Jommissiou for this and other courtesies shown. Several '(thcr dealers whom
\i was not possible for nie to visit, owinn to the short time available, later jrave to

representatives of the California Fish < 'ommission fixture, similar to those furnished to

me, copies of which were forwarded to this Coinmissiou by the ralifoinial ommission.

Ou June 2, 1 went from Hail I'rancisco to Los Anjteles and San Pedro, chiefly in

order to examine the sardine industry centering at the latter jdace and to interview

the proprietoi's of the cannery, wholiad oflices in Los Any;cles. Tliroufih the courtesy

of Mr. A. r. Halfhill, vice-president of the canning company, who, in San Francisco,

had given me a letter of introduction to the superintendent of the cannery, I was
'iiabled tomake a very satisfactory examiiiati(ni of the met hods of this new, interci tinj^,

and important branch of the fisheries during the two days passed in this part of the

.State. 1 returned to San Francisco .June 0.
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