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for prayer, and that the; M'orship of holievers should he joy-

ful as well as reverential. And while we confess and ask

pardon for our sins, even in these; supplications we should he

cheered as believers hy the promise, that " if we confess our

sins He is faithful and just to for<,nve us our sins." Sonu*

persons mistake slowness and dulness for solcir.niiy ; hut a

heavy manner, and a drawling" tone, will he nnich more pro-

ductive of drowsiness than of any p(!culiurly devotional feel-

ing in the congregation ; inul the thoughts arc nuu'h more

likely to wander, when in advance of the reader, or jjreacher,

than even when he is too raj)id for them. The general

effect, however, is still worse when there is any appearance

of hm'ry, or room for suspicion that the minister is anxious

to he released, as soon as possible, from a wearisome duty.

And withal you will do well to take means to •iscertaii), from

time to time, whether you are distinctly heai'd by the whole

congregation. " I should not have thought it nec(>ssary,"

^ays t\io author o{ E('cit'tii(isf(s A !<r/iaiuuti, "to notice so ob-

viouiJ a truth, but for the very common nc;glect, or forget-

fulness, amongst preachers in this most essential point," and

I may adopt his words as apjjlicable to ourselves, for I haw
been surprised and pained, by hearing some of you uncon-

sciously reading and preaching in a tone almost inaudible

to persons at all dull of hearing, or seated at the end

of the building in which we were assembh^d. Attention

to this matter is especially necessary, when you have to ad-

dress those who are more at;customed to manual labour, than

to listen to a speaker, and who live much in the open air ;

for then—unless your voice is suiKciently loud and clear

—

your words will merely fall upon the outward ear, without

reaching the understanding.

Some of these things may ai)pear too trivial to be thus

noticed, but nothing is to be accounted trivial which affects,

in any Avay, tlu? efKciency of the minister, (comparatively,

however, we admit that they are of mhior importance, and I

desire now, in conclusion, to direct your attention to that

which is absolutely essential. JiCt us before we separate?, my
brethren, briefly consider together our heavy respcnisibilities,

and what is requlrc!d of us. Souls are committed to our

care, and we are to answer for every one of them, souls for

which Christ died, so precious in his sight that, for their sal-

vation, the Lord of glory endured the agony in the garden
and the sufferings on the cross. We are " to feed the Church


