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race, ns Mime allow ihcivscUTs in ihlni. „ ^.,j,^ ,1,,. |i,i,|i,i,iii,,„

MiumU suprfmi'ly ali»uril o in.M iiifii nf fair luiiiiK, vtlu'llu-r

thi'y an- Chrisliaiis or nnl. TluMnas Crlylf iliil imi Li'liivi- in

Ch-istianily as a su|HTnaliiral rulit;iiiii ! liiiI he saiil uf ii ;
" Tin-

Christian ri.''i(;i()ii inusl ii^r tit n-jjunli'il a» llii- cruwninn (;liir)-,

or, railifr llic life ami soul, of ou, whole riioilcrn Lulluri-." So
Mallhi'w \rnolil, ihouijh wry far fr ir.i h. int; an orihodox Chris-

lian, had suc-h Horils as ihisi' losayi /ihf Christian riliuion anil

its ihi'ui'ncv.'
; "Men are nol iiiisla'n!.i. in lhinkin(; ihal Chris-

lianily has (lone iheni (jood, |are nol iiii.iaken| in Imini; il,

wishing to li.slen lo those who will talk to them alsut w .lit they

love, and (they) wil'. talk of it with admiration and (;ratitiide,

. . .
Christianity is truly . . the greatest and haji

piesi stroke ever yet made for human perfection. Men do not

err, they are on firm (jround of experience, when they sty that

they have practically founil Ch,istianily to he somethin),' ineoin-

pariibly beneficent."

T leii ajjain, Mr. Lecky, the rationalist historian, has these

olisc'vations
: "Christianity, the life of morality, the basis '

civili ation, has regenerated the world." "It (the Christian

religii n) .softens the character, |>iirifies and directs the imagina-

tion, olends insensibly with habitual mcHles of thought, and,

without revolutionizing, gives a tone and bias to all forms . f

action." "Asa matter of fact, Christianity has done mon
tpiicken the aftections of mankind, to create a pure and merci

idea, than any other influence that has ever acted u[X)n iht-

world." " The great characteristic of Ch-'stianity is that it has

been the main source of the UKiral develo, iient of l-'.unipe, anil

that it has discharged this office, not so much by the inculcaiion

of a system of ethics, however pure, as by the assimilating and
attractive influence of a |ierfecl ideal. The moral progress of

mankind can never ie.ase to be distinctively and intensely Chris-

tian as long as it consists of a gradual approximation to the

character of the Christian Kounder. There is, indeed, nothing

more wonderful in the history of the human race than the way
in which that ideal has traversed the lapse of ages, acquiring

new strength and beauty with each advance of civilization, and
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