
PREUMINARY.

Citizen«.<—

Before entering into the subject natter, aUow ne
to make a few prdiminary remarks.
There reiyns now on the Continent a real e{rf-

dcmic of strikes, and a general clamor for a rise of
wages. The question will turn up at our Congress.*
You, as the head of the International Association,*

ou|^t to have K^lcd convictions upon this para-
mount question. For ray own part, I considered it

therefore my duty to enter fully into the matter,
even at the peril of putting your patience to a severe
test

Another preliminary remark I have to make in

regard to Qtisca Weston.* He has not oeSy pro-
p<»ed to you, but has publicly defended, in the in-

terest of die working class, as he thinks, opinions
he knows to be most unpoputor with the worldng
class. Such an exhibition of moral courage all <n
us nwst highly honor. I hope that, dnpite the un-
vanushed style of my paper, at iU conclusion he
will find me agreeinf with what appears to me the
just idea lying at the bottom of his theses, which,
however, in weir present frnn, I cannot but con-
consider theoretiodly false and practically danger-
ous-

I shall now at once proceed to the business before
us.
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