
sinrrrr iirn*r of obliKatiiiii, liiit I ilo aaiiure you in n humble
oplrlt. to (rivf (.'xprcKxIoii to iiotnr tlioughta on tlila mikjrrt,

nnil it i-. hfrnime of my ilcrp rfgnrd for you tlinl I venture

to ndoiit for my purjiont' tin- form of the oprn Irtlrr. May
I mill timl sincr whnt I Imvc to «ny conrcrnn wider rom-
niunilv limn tlinl of tin- AiiKlirnn Churrli, it ncrmeil to me
np|)ropriiiti- to nililreni nivsilf to ime who srrvfH another

riinrrh which haH «o ipleniliil anH honourable a reeord for

•.olid arhlcvcnientn In Chrintinn ncholariihip, Chrintian prae-

tier, and Missionary cnterprlie.

1

Althoufth I am deeply impri'sxed with the seriousness of

our situation in this hour of new births, and haunted with

the foreboilings of possible failure on the part of the

Church to mother them, yi t I would not be thought a pessi-

mist. The horizon Is by no means al' dark. The domi-
nant note of the aye is less materialistic than when either

you or I were students nt College. Our age has seen and
laid not a few of those "spectres of the mind" of which
Tennyson wrote before we were born. The doctrine of

evolution no longer strikes terror to our souls, nor doe*
the higher criticism now seem to shatter the foundations of

our faith. The age is not hostile to religion, however cold

it may feel towards the Church when men think of It, not

as the Beloved Community, or the Universal Society, but as

a collection of Denominations. My concern la leas for

religion thnr the Church. We cannot fail to observe that

much of the >!ritual impulse and effort of our times ii

cither outside of the Churches altogether, or partly In

and partly outside the Churches, as in the >ase of the Y.
M. C. A. the Student Volunteer Movement, the Brotherhood,
the Workers' Educational Association, and not a few
other bodies, such as the Botary and aimilar claba. All

of these aocieties feel and feel strongly that in some re-

spects the borders of the Denominations are too narrow to

supply their needs. They demand a freer and a fuller fel-


