
II

ill

222 NOTES.

m,r, U^'l ^""^ children, at.d a few superannuated oldmen. It is not generally kii.jwi,, perhaps, that this labour isnot compulsory, and that « is assumed by the females as a
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I". ProviJins meats, and skins foiclothmg, by the chase, and m defending their villages againsttheir enemies and keeping intruders off their terrTtoriS Agood Indian housewife deems this a part of her prerogative,and prides herself to have a store of corn to exercise he
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•".nourher husband's hospitality, in theenterlaiiuncnt of the lodge guests."-0«Cif/a, p. 82.

Note 7, p. i27.-'> //„„ thefields slmlt be mom/nilfi.l "
- A singular proof of this belief, in both sexes, of themysterious influence of thesteps of a woman on the vegetableand insect creation, isfound in an ancient custom, whfch watrelated to me, respecting corn-plaming. It was the practice

t Is? r fi*;'"j
"',''"=" "•= ^"^'^ °' ="•" had been plamedto ulioose the first dark or overclouded evening to perfor. asecret circuit, «,« ImbUcmct, around the field. For , .ispurpose she slipped out of the lodge in the evening, unob-served to some obscure nook, where she completely disrobed

1,,„J'' k j^ her niatchecota, or principal garment, in onehand, she dragged ,t around the field, This was thought toensure a prolific crop, and to prevent the assaults of insectsand worms upon the pra;:i. It was supposed they could notcreep over the charmed line."—C>wi(i',i, p. 83.

Note 8, p. 134.-

" Wngcinin, the thiefofcorti-Jields,
PatmosaiJ, the skulking robber."

"If one of the young femal- buskers finds a red eir of
corn, It is typical of a brave admirer, and is regarded as a
titting present to .some young warrior. But if the ear be
erm>ke,l,and tapering to a point, no matter what colour, the
whole circle is set m a roar, and wa-ge-min is the word
shouted aloud. It is the symbol of a thief in the corn-field
It IS considered as the image of an old man loping as he
enters the lot. Had the chisel of Praxiteles been employed
to produce this ima,e, it could not more vividly bring to the
minds of the merry group the idea of a pilferer of their
favourite mondamin. ...
'The literal meaning of the term is, amass, or crooked

ear of gmin
: but the ear of corn so-called is a conventional

type ot a little old man pilfering ears of com in the corn-field.
It 15 in this manner that - single sioxA or term, in these
curious languages, becomes tue fruitful parent of many ideas.


