
CANADA.

PROVINCE OP"' BRITISH COLUMBIA.

INFOiiMATIOX VOR SKTCLKllS.

Britis'i C'oliunhiii (inihuliny Vancoiivcr, liueoii CluirlntU', iiii'l i>tlu'r ishuKls ulonu
flio coast) in th;it portion of rauuda wliicli liK)k.snut uii tim I'licific Ocojiii. It in tlio

ouly BrJiisli torritory on flic western, or Paoitic Oi-oau sul(« of tlii« North Aimiricuii
t ontinojit.

The principal oiliiT (r.)imtri('s on tlic I'licilic! ()c»:Vii\ si<li! of the continent arc the
Arnprif'aii ton-itorioM and stales of Washington, Orejj;on,ttn(l Ciilifoniia. These uw tino

Icomitries, hut each has its advantages and disadvantage.s. Biitisli C(>lund)ia, upon
'tlie wiiole, is tlio heat of th(w countries to s(!tlle in. for the follow in;,' suhstantial rca-
HonM :—Tukinjj thn whole yeiir rcund, or, taking; a series of years, the climate is more
healthy and enjt yable. The whint, barley, and liops of I^ritish Columbia beat thoao

k)f (Julitbrnia, and lier root croi»s lieat those, of Oregon. Her grass-fed iK'ef and mutton
faro the best on the contincf. British Cohnnhia has more coal, and betUn- coal, finer
harbours, Kuperior llsh, sounder trees, lb r mineral lands eoiitainin'j; j)nM;ious metals
areverv extensive. The public tlomain is sold cheaply, the taxation is immensely

1

less, titles are nn ire secure, the (Government maintains frt«s uiisectarian public schools,
[the laws are better carried out. the people have as much. jx^Iiticul freedom aa any
||x)ople (um desire.

' BOUNDARIES. '
' '

Tho bomularies of liritish rolund)ia are as follow :—On the North tlio parallel of
-BO" \. ; on the West the Pacific Oc(>an and the frontier of the I'nited States ttirritory

l<if Alaska ; on the South tlui i)arallel of 49° N. (the boundary of the United States) ; anil
Ion the Hast the Rocky Mountains and the meridian of 12tV' W. Vancouver Island,
jtliough extending southerly beyond the 4!>tli parallel, is wholly within the province.

• . - j[isTOKv._ ;

Vancouver Island was constituted a eolopy in 1840. The great maiidand territory
fbeca,me a colony in 1858. The two colonies were united in 185(), under the n,ame of
British Columbia, and so continued until tho :.'Oth July. 1871, at which date the colony
b(icanie one of the provinces of Canada. From its tii e climate, its harbours, th(^ variety
[of its resources', its vast de]X)8its of gold, coal, iron, and other minerals of economic
value, British Columbia may be regarded us, in many respects, a duplicate in North-

!

VVest America, of Great Britain and Ireland. Tho provinces must always be a most
I

important part of Canada. Governor-Cnineral the Earl f>f Durierin said on this point,
[m a speech in Victoria, 20th Sc^ptember, 1870 :—

'* Canada woidd indeed be dead to the most self-evident considerations of aelf-

f|
interest, and to tlie first instincts of national pride, if she did not regard with satis-

i"
faction her connection with a |)roviuce so richly endo^od by nature, inliabited by a


