
87

criminals. When Abraham Lincoln fell by the

hand of an assassin, the act was reprobrated throii|;h-

out the Provinces as well as throughout the British

empire. [Hear.] But admitting that a large num-

ber of the people in the Provinces sympathized with

the rebels, what of that? Did not a very large

number in the Northern States sympathize with

them ? Nobody ever saw two dogs fighting in the

street, or two cocks fighting in a backyard, without

having his sympathies aroused, he scarcely knows

why, in favour of one or other of the combatants,

and generally the weakest. [Laughter.] Suppose

a good deal of feeling was excited in some portions

of the British Provinces, is that good reason for re-

fusing to allow us to trade with our brethren south

of the Lakes? The sympathy expressed for the

South ought to be well balanced by the young men

whom you have drawn from the Colonies into this

conflict. [Hear, hear.] For one ton of goods sent

to the Southerners, and for one young man sent to

aid their cause, we have sent fifty tons of goods and

fifty able-bodied soldiers to the North. The people

of the Provinces might lay the charge against you

of having seduced their young men away from their

honies, and left their bodies bleaching on Southern

plains or rotting in Southern prisons. Only a

short time ago I met no less than thirty British

Americans going home in a single vessel, after hav-

ing served three years in the war, and having left


