
H

C 74 1

of widows and orphans, fucceed to the jocund

notes of peace and joy ! And (hall that Congrcfs

in whom our country rcpofcs its confidence, from

whom it implores proieftion and relief, be «»-

mcved by the complicated mifcries of the people ?

Shall they calmly vote the continuance of that

war expedient, from which fuch complicated evils

have proceeded ? But perhaps the /iw^ arguments

I have heard from the other fide of the Houfe, at

the conclufion of every inaccifive campaign,

may now be repeated. We may again be told,

th^t DOthinQ but perfeverance is required to gain

the obje<5l of ourwilhes; thzt aftotber ampaign
-will fecure our independence, as Great Britain,

difunited, depopulated, and on the verge of

reb n and public b 'ty, muft inevitably

fink under her own burdens, and the weight of

her combined and powerful enemies.

As 2Lfincere friend to America^ I hope this pro-

phecy will prove as falfe now as on former occa-

fions, becaufe it is on Britain alone we mud ulti"

mately depend for the prefcrvation of our religion,

our liberties, and our country. Is it poflTible to

conceive us fo grojsly ignorant to be impofed upon

by the fpecious promifes of France ? Can we be-

lieve our independence will ever be eftabliflied by

an alliance with our inveterate enemies ? Examine

their conduct toward us from the beginning of

the war to the prefent moment, and you will fee

thp ftrongell rcafon to be convinced, if it is yet a
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