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22 SECTION III.

cording to the King's mcafurcment (which

bears proportion to the burthen nearly as 3

to ^) 375,000 tons—Now, i'upporing thele

fhips to be only employed 8 months in the

year, and at the freight of los. per ton mea-

furement per month^ it follows the whole

amount \vill be £. 1,500,000, one-third of

which, at lead, viz. half a miUion, would center

in this kingdom, as profits to the fliip-holders,

and maintenance of the families of the lailors.

Ic may be tlie opinion of many, that Bri-

tain ihould of right referve to herfelf the

navigation between the continental Colonies

and the Weft Indies, as well as that of Europe,

&c. The principal objedion to this is, the

fliipping employed in that trade would have

no occafion ever to come home, and in con-

fequencc, the feamcn, though Britifh, could

have no families in England, and would of

courfe become Americans as they muft form

their connections there. However, to prevent

the growing power of the northern Ci^lonies,

who would otherwife continue to be carriers

by fca for thofe of the fouth, it might be ne-

ceffary to lay the trade under this reflriclion,

that no fliips, Britifli and Wcfl Indian ex-

cepted, but thofe belonging to the refpeclivc

Colony, fliould be pcrmi<-tc<l to load in that

Colony any cargo for the '\>^eil Indies, but to

have no rellraint whatever as to their place of

delivery on their return.

* The fi cifiht in the trrinfpo t lervlce at the v/orft times is

9b. per ton per niontli, and is now up 10 iis. 6J.
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