
I
t 139 )

fo) in their hands !—The wealth of the Ho
man Catholics, at prefent, may be rahed al-

inoft hi one day, and applied in another.

—

h

Execution on perfonal kcurity (which is all

they are entitled to) may be immediately ob-

tained ;—and as for government debentures,

they have, or ought to have, as eafy currert-

•cy as the notes of bankers.—Thus the whole
wealth of the Papifts may, according to the

•preient policy, be divided from you, or ap-

plied againji you, at a moment's provocation

;

*^—and whilft by unequal laws, you alienate

their affections, by the abfurdity of thofe

laws, you facilitate the means either of their

eff^diual hoflility, or total detachment itQxxx.

you. i ,':Krmx;::;a uj; ;.m k< .gnoipn-.a u^^- . -.vx^rn

Would it not be wifer to involve them in

your general interefts ? If not, does not

-prudence at leaft require that you ihould take

from them as many hoftages as pollibie to be
pledges of their fidelity ? And ho hoftage xan
be depolited lb coercive on their condudi:, as

their property^ invefted in your lands, or your

houfes

!

If fome zealous prepofleilions did not cover

this fubje£l from common realon, this policy

4X)uld not fland a moment's argument. »~

But it fometimes happens, in the infirmity

of our nature, that men even of the beft un-

derftanding and greateft worth, adl: under the

dominion of narrow prejudices, and fpecu-la*-

tive diftindions !—And I have leen.men, in

ordinary cafes, of great moderation, gravely
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