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confer upon it The French language was ignored in the

Act, but this grave error was corrected two years after, in

1877. A jury of six was granted in criminal cases, but the

grand jury and the mixed jury system which prevails in

Quebec and Manitoba was refused. With the hon. gentle*

men opposite lies, therefore, the resi>on8ibility of the posi-

tion of Louis Eiel, who, as matter of right, is not entitled to

a trial by his peers. He is entitled to have only six jury-

men, and among these he is not entitled to have three of

his own countrymen. In 18/7 new powers were given to

the North-West Council by Order in Council

:

« And whereas, by the third section of the said Act, it is farther en-

iicted that ' the Lieatenant-Qovernor, by and with the advice of the
Legislative Assembly, as the case may be, shall ha^e such powers to

make ordinances for the goTernment of the North-West Territories as
the Governor in Oouncil may, from time to time, confer upon him

:

ProTided always, that soch powers shall not at any time be in excess

of those conferred by the ninety-second section of The British North
America Act, 1867,' upon the Legislatures of the sereral Prorinces of
the Dominion

;

" Now, in pnrsuance of the powers by the said statute conferred. His
Bxcellency, by and with the advice of the Prirj Oouncil, has been
pleased far ber to order, and it is hereby ordered, that the Lieutenant-
Govemor in Oouncil shall be and he is nereby empowered to make or-
dinances in relation to the following subjects, that is to say :—

*< 1. The establishment and tenure of territorial ofBces, and the ap-
pointment and payment of territorial officers

;

" 2. The establishment, maintenance and management of prisoni^ in

and for the North-West Territories
j

" 3. The establishment of municipal institutions in the Territories, in
accordance with the provisions of the 'North-West Territories Acts, 1876
and 1877

;

*'4. The issue of shop, auctioneer and other licenses, in order to the
raising of a revenue for territorial or municipal purposes

;

"5. The solemnisation of marriage in the Territories
;

" 6. The administration of justice, including the constitution, organi-
sation and maintenance of territorial courts of civil jurisdiction

;

*'7. The imposition of punishment by fine, penalty or imprisonment
for enforcing any territorial ordinance

;

"8. Property and civil rights in the Territories, subject to any legis-

lation by tne Parliament of Canada upon these sabjticts, and—
'*9. Generally on matters of a merely local or private nature in the

Territories."

I have heard it stated that hon. gentlemen opposite did
nothing for the North-West during the time of their admin-
istration. I will not go so far ;I am too much of an inde-
pendent member to go that far. I will a(l:jiit that the late

Administration conferred upon the population of the North-
West a constitution which is certainly worthy of admira-
tion ; but this is the only thing they did. That constitution
is similar to the constitution of the old Provincest To-day
the Crown is represented in the North-West council very
much in the ^ame way as it is represented in this Parlia-
ment or in the Legislature of Quebec. There are two or
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