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size, its features, and its position in the universe: whether
other portions are inhabited besides those on which we dwell,

and, if so, their amount ? What is the extent of the rej^dons

not peopled ? what their peculiarities, and the cause of their

reinaininj^ as they are ? Thus it appears that the knowledj^e
of geography is connected with meteorology and geometry,
that it unites the things of earth lo the things of heaven, as
thf)ugh they were nearly allied ;iiid not separated.

"As far as heaven from cartli."

i6. To the various subjects which it embraces let us add
natural history, or the history of the animals, plants, and other

dirfferent productions of the earth and sea, whether serviceable

or useless, and my original statement will, I think, carry perfect

conviction with it.

'I'hat he who should undertake this work would be a bene-

factor to mankind, reason and the voice of anticiuiiy agree.

'I'he poets feign that they were the wisest heroes who travelled

and wandered most in foreign climes, and to be familiar with

many countries, and the disposition of the inhabitants, is,

according to them, of vast importance. Nestor prides himself

on Slaving associated with the Lapitha, to whom he went,

"having been invited thither from the Apian land afar."

So does Menelaus :
—

"Cyprus, rhcL'iiiiia, Sidon, :iiul the shores
Of Kgypt, roaming witaout liope I reach'd

;

In distant Ethiojiia thence arrived.

Ant! Lihya, wiurc thi' land)s tiieir foreheads show
With budding horns defended ^oon as yean'd."

Adding as a peculiarity of the country,

"There thrice within the year the flocks produce."

And of Egypt :
" Where the sustaining earth is most prolific."

And Thebes,
"The city witli an luindred gates,

Whence twenty thousand cliariots rush to war."

Such information greatly enlarges our sphere of knowledge,

by informing us of the nature of the country, its botanical and
zoological peculiarities. To these should be added its marine
history ; for we are in a certain sense amphibious, not exclu-

sivelv connected with the land, but with the sea as well. Her-

cules, on account of his vast experience and observation, was
described as " skilled in mighty works."

All that we have previously stated is contirmed both by the
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