
PREFACE

As 1 have found no book dcalinjj; coniplctcly and
succinctly with Assnin. its border land now so 'much
in the public eye, and the many wild and interesting
peoples dwelling along that border, which obliges
the student to search through many books before
arriving at the points of interest desired (if even
then they are obtained), I have endeavoured to
collect materials from all -to me possible sources,
and weaving them into narrative form, to produce
something useful and readable at least for those who
care about that little-known but very interesting
corner of India. The success of my article which
the Army Review printed in October, 1912, on this

subject, has led me to attempt something more
complete in detail ; and with all its sliortcomings I

trust it may be appreciated by those interested in
the past and future of this fertile and lovely land.
If any criticisms may seem too trenchant, I trust
the hope that there are those who will in the future
benefit by statements of facts may be recognised
as a sufHcient excuse for having \eiitured into such,
possibly to some, undesirable spheres. In this con-
nection a remark of Commander Bellairs, R.N., in
his interesting article on " Secrecy and Discussion,"
which ran to the effect that, if there is no criticism,
which naturally goes with discussion, the teachings
of history are apt to be per\erted—may still further
strengthen my excuse. Without certain of the books


