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Boston, Mass.

BostoN, April 30th, 1890.

There is a fair demand for western pine, and prices remain
fum.  The spruce market is especially firm, with prices high
all around.  Several cargoes from Maine and the provinces,
sold readily at $15 to $15.50 which is from $1.50 to $2 more
than the same stock sold for in the fall. Dry boards are much
wanted.  Hemtlock boards are scarce, castern Loards selling
$12 to $13 rough and $13 to $14 planed. Clapboards are
scarce and high with an active demand.  The shingle trade is
fairly good, and prices fully maintained. Lath are steady at
$2.10 10 $2.20, by carpo, and 10 cents a thousand extra by
car Joad.
. Western Pine—by car load.
Uppers

L 1in L. 845 006359 0o!Fine com.. 3& 4 in . 42
1%, lip{ &z2in 00.No 2, 1 ia, Fine com. :S 7.3@32 g.;
4in ... 0, 1,5 &2in..... Yoo 300
Selects, 1 in. 43 00'No. 1strips,"4t061n 40 00 33 0
1. 14 &2in 4500 No.2...... .. ... 33 3700
3&41n . 4300 3900 No.3 ... 2300 260
Mouldingboards. 7to 'Cut ups, 1to2in... 2300 3 00
1sfnchcelear....... 3500 38 00 Coffin boards... .. .. 16 00 23 00
Finc‘c‘:) ',’,f;, g;n: cil:cag ,;g 00 % oo,gﬁ‘mngon allﬁdd:hs. 32 2600
00 0) chee e 3

1%,134 &2inch... 3300 o Pping culls 508 15 50

: Easterrs Pine—Cargo or Car Load.

Nos.1,2& 3.... .... 40 00843 0o!Clapboards, ¢ft.. sa
g e ;.Sg goo‘ %lgar ..d..l‘.. PR 45 00

. o e . 00, Sap.andclear .. .. 3

Ship'g bds & coarse lg 0 16 so' l!c';r:zxtr:;r.. . 3 $ ‘;’i g
Re! USC .. eees oo 5.0 1232 13 500 Heattclear... .. .. 4§ 00 40 o0
West'sr pineclapbds Bevelsiding6in, clear23 03 24 00

4ft.sapextra.. .. 43 00 $0 00,
Spruce—by Cargo.

Scantling and plank, Coarse. rough. . . . 12 1
 random cargoes . . 14 00815 oc!llcm!ock 3., rough 12 gg :; g;
Yard orders, ordin- o ** dressed 12 00 1403
arysizes. .. . . .130 16 oo'.Clarbds.. cxtra, 4 t. 35 00 30 00
Yard orders, extra f Clear, gt ... .30 F o
sizes. . ... ...1500 1500 Secondclear. .. ° 33 09
Clear floor boards , . lz 00 2900 N0l ....... 1000 130
0.2 e s 0eee 1000 1700
Latk.
SPruce Y CaIEO « v o v v it i e e e e . .. 2182
Shingles.
Spruce. + . v ... 1 3381 30.Cedar, sawed, 33
anc. 1din.extra. . . g 0384 ;4 Clcars?“.&. .C.Xt.u 33 §33
Pine. No. 3. .. ... 30 315 Extra,No.z ... 25
{Cypress, No. 1. 18 in. § 00

Osvego, N. Y.
OswEGo, Apil 30, 1890,

Thrse uppess, 1%, 13 & 2inch ... e e
Pickinz£ 14, x}&&:xin...... I s?;%?,g?,%?,
No.zcuttingud, i¥. a4 &3in. ... ... ... 3300 3100
No. 2 cutting up. 1}, 1% &2in ... - . 1909 2100
1instrips, 4 t0 ¢, selected for moulding stups, 14

to16ft. ... e R ... 3100 3303
1x6 selected for clapboards. 3200 3103

Sidizg.

t in siding, cutting up 1Y in selected....... 3

plks & uppers...,. 3 R 001¥ in dressing...... %;?,';@?38
1indressing .oeeeee. 19 10035 in No. 1 culls.... 1300 1200
1in No. 2 culls... .. 1g 36001t¥ In No. 2 culls.... 1300 1500
1in No. 2 culls...... 13 100l inNo. 3 culls.... 9%0 1000

rxradnck.
n&ibft,millrun ... Loh cieh eeed aeee D

12 & 136 {t, No. 1 &3, barn boards.... xsgg ?333
12 & 16 ft, dressing and better. e sees 2500 P2
1281608, NO2Cullseiaeioetiineeiienneieenenecnnnnncanns 1§ 00

txrolnch.

2 & 13 {t, mill run, millculisoute.oeeeienveiuinena.. o
:z&xgﬂ.d_rcuin and better. eooee. o L. oo :?33 §-,°33
12 & 33 {8, Norculls..... 1600 1700
33&13ft. No2culls........... 1300 1§uo
14 20 106 ft. mill run mill culls o P00 2200
14 to 16 {t, dressing and better.. 2300 2700
1gto16it, No.Tculls ...l ... .. 1600 1700
35202618 No. 2QulSeeenceeee coecnicninnnnee. 2200 13 09
1020338 N0. 3 CUllSeeeiaicineneen il L. .. 950 100D

I rexio dnckes,

Millron. millcullsout 20 coB230dNo. 2 calis ... .. 1600815 00
Dressingand better 2500 PooNo.2¢ulls .. ... . 1300 1300
rx¢ Irckes.

Millrun, millcullsoat 17 0081900 N0 1 ¢ulls . . . ... 130081400
Dircssingand better.. 2300 3700, No. 2¢ulls .....ee.... 1100 1200
rxs Inckes.
6yorE millre- ~ o . 7 or & No. t culls.. 1500681500
7c'ulls 0at.ee.csoss .. 31900821 oop.:,'ors. No. z2¢alls.. xgooguoo

6, 7013, drsg & better 2300 2500,

Skingles.
XXN.18inpine....... 350830 XXX, 18iacedar ... 3 60
Ciear Batts pinc, 1§15, 330 230 Teas busz, 1§ In codar., :f:g 3
XXX, 16inpine....... 310 3:0?2\. i3incedar........ 210 220
Stocks cedars, §or6in. [

Pickess.
WO 1IN cecanannoe 13 00IND. 2, IX3evn eevoncnne 900 3000
NO. 2, 1X3eecressecnens 20 oof

Latk.

No.t. Koo - vengeses TIINOLL TXgeersnniennanas e 200

N1 sgeeerree e e 160

Forost Fires.

There is in Canadz, running from Labrador to the Rocky
Mountains and on into Alaska, a timbered btelt, mainly
conifcross, some seven hundeed miles brdad by four thoasand
miles long.  Black and White Spioces and Tamarack prevail
in the nocthern edge of this belt, tut going south one finds
these mixed with Banksiaa Pine, Balsam, Fir, Cedar, (in the
castern section) and finally Red and White Pine. At one

time or anuther, says Robert Bell, assistarct ditector of the
Geological sutvey of Canada, in Forest Leaves, fire has run
theough this vast tract, whose composition specially exposes it
10 destruction.  The trees are rather small, and when they
stand a sufficient distance apart the limbs grow all the way
down to the ground.  Open spaces are covered with reindeer
mosses, as inflammable as tinder in summer, and among the
trées equally dry yellow mosses help to spread the flames.

Indian hunters and other wild Indians, knowing how
destrucuve forest fires are to the game, upon which they live,
are very careful notto cause them.  Yet everywhere evidences
of former fires occur.  Mr. Bell thinks these arc often caused
by lightning, or by spontaneous combustion of iron pyrites,
which have been known to set fire to hgnite beds in the Sas-
katchewan regrion, and believes them to have been a benefit
in the long run to the forests.

He says they facilitate 10tation in species, prepare soils
recded for certain species, and, 1 the case of Banksian Pine,
are essential to the opening of its hard cones, which will
remain obdurately closed long enongh for the tree to fal) and
tot, Lut, when a fire passes over, will immediately gape open
and allow the seeds to be seattered by the wind.

It may be that naturally set fitesin a region where there are
thousands of years for the working out of results may be favor-
able to the diversification and the improvement of a vast con-
tinental forest belt.  But when there is now and is need and
use of forest products by civilized man, in the present time or
in 2 near future, then forest fires are quite another matter.
And in view of the vast and rapidly growing part which wood
products and industries are taking in the world’s work, it
would seem that the resources of great governments could find
no better employment than in preventing these conflagrations.

EXCHANGE ECHOES.
Southermn Lumberman.

The universal eapression of saw will men, lumber dealers,
iron makers, rilroad people, and others, is to the effect that
we arcto have an exceedingly prosperous ycar, and this fact
alone is cheering, for nothing conduces so materially to a
healthy condition of trade as the hopeful expressions of busi-
ness men, and it is a well-known fact that the voice of onc
croaker may be heard further thar a fog hora.

Southern Lumberman.

Dry houscs are being more extensively used now than ever
before. Indeed, they have become an absolute necessity, for
it is the custom of buyers in this country to defer placing
orders until the lumber is actually needed, and without dry
kilns it would te impossible to fill the orders with promps-
acss. The manufacturers of dry-kilas have made improve-
ments and perfected the kilns until the drying of lumber has
been reduced to a scicnce. No  well-equipped mill is now
without dry-kils and planing tills, and many of the small
mills of the south, cutting not more than 15.000 or 20,000 fect
daily, arc adding planers and dry houscs of some kinil.

New York Commercial Adiertiser.

It is stated that a practicing attorney of Sclla, la., has
made 3 largeamount of moncy not oaly for himself hut fo:
the Iowans by lmying up the stray walaut logs of the state
and shipping them ditect tv Germany and England.  Last
year between 1,200 and 1,500 car loads were shipped, neatly
all being picked up in Towa. Few among the carly settlers of
the state cver dreamed of the value that walnut trees would
possess, and that within a quarter or a half of a century after
scttlement.  Thousands of finc trees were cut down, bumed,
or allowed to ot on the ground, or split up for old-fashioned
il fences. Now bayers summaze every milcof teeritory in the
state to find logs, and put them oa the cars to be carried
thousands of milcs across the ocean 1o be wotked up in fine
furniture for the adornment of European Palaces.

Northwestern Lumberman.

The lumbermen of the world should not lose sight of the
fact that the great Colombian exposition will Ix held in this
city in 1593. Certain legislative processes requiring tiine
arc+  necestary before the World’s fair bill is finally passed
and symed, but it is not possible at this stage of the matter
for anything to arise io defeatl or cripple the enterprise.
Althosgh New Votk and St Locis champions stood as
obstructionists in the house, and a policy of delay has been
adopted by New York Senators, the question was permanent-
Ir decided when Thicago won the fight on the lallot for
location. The bill, when passed by the senate, as it is almost
ccrtain to be, is expected to be amended slightly, and will
then be passed in its new form by the house. That the
prasident will sign it is a forepone conclusion.  Accepling
the matter as already settled, the lumbermen and machinery
makers in this coanley, and in foreign countries, may go
ahead with their plans for making exhibits at Chiezgo in
1853

l

Soutiern Lumberman.

In the pralric or open country the farmers would find it
a most profitable investment to plant black locusts, as there is
nothing that promises such returns for so little labor.  The
fencing on a farm is perhaps the most expensive part to keep
up, and farmers who own no timber lands have to pay a
consideruble amount annually for fencing posts. There is no
post that will last so long or give such satistaction as the
black locust, and the planting is the only cost, as there is no
cultivation or other care of the trees necessary.  The seeds
can be procured at a nominal cost, and the trees reach a size
suitable for (encing posts in ten or fifteen years. The posts
should be rut in the ground unpeeled, for if cut during the
winter months, the bark adheres close to the wood and acts
as a shicld trom the weather. Black locust grows on almost
any svil and-in any climate, and can be planted to advantage
on the wast» places of the farm.  The cutting of the post in
no wise ucsiurs the crop, for the trees are reproduced from
the stumps; i wgi, 1t is about as difficult to destroy a black
locust thicket as to get rid of hungry creditors.

Northwestern Lumberman.

The question of the taria on lumber is again being agitated.
At the last session of congress the scnate commitlees which
labored upon tarifl malters were breezed a great deal about
lumber, and heard so much on both sides of the question that
2 vacillating policy was pursued. There was 2 clamor fora
reduction of the duly on lumber in the interest of cheaper
building and manufacturing waterial, and a remonstrance to
that proposition by various scnators and congressmen who
treated the matter from a business, rather than a theoretical
or political standpont.  The impert duty on soft lumber was
placed at $1 in the proposed bill, but pressure was Lrought to
bear, by which it was increased to $1.50.  Preciscly the same
course is reported to have been lately pursued in committee
deliberations over the lumber clause in the tanfl Lil. The
figure is said to have lately been changed from $1 to $1.50.
Thete is, of course, a difference of opinion as to the propricty
of making any change in the lumter tariff, yet a reduction of
50 cents is not great cnough to cause much apprehension or
complaint.  If conpiress will take action by which the amount
of the Canadian log export duty will be added {o the import
fumber duty collected by this country, the lumbermen of the
United States, or thosc interested in Canadian logs, will
cvinee little dissatisfaction with the propused tarift change on
lumber. The lumber schedule of the new tariff Lill showyg
several changes.  Hewed umber has been reduced i duty
from 20 to 10 per cent., and squared timber from 1 cent to Y
cent a cubic fool. Mahomarny, rosewood and other cadbinet
woods are placed at 35 per cent. ad walorem, unfinished house
furniture is enume-ated at 30 per cent., and chair cane, not
made up, is fixed at 10 percent. The duty on lamber from
unenumerated woods remains at $2 a thousand.

Exchange.

The superintendent of the Keokuk aad Hamilion Bridge
company has lately visited the Pacific coast and purchased a
laige bill of cedar and fir.  The amount required is 250,000
icct ; of this 165,000 will be yellow fir and the remainder red
cedar.  The order for the fir was givea the St. Paul & Ta.
coma Lumber company, at Tacoma; The cedar to the
Buckley Lumber company, at Buckley, Washington. The
Keokuk & Hamilton bridge is 2,280 feet in length, and isan
iron structure with the exception of the flooring timbers.
Herctofore Wisconsin pine has been uscd, the life of it being
about cight years. “The last time new timbers were put in it
was found quite difficult to secure the lengths required, but at
the present time none of the Mississippi river saw mills cazed
to figure on the contract, but recommended the superinten-
deat to buy on the Pacific coast.  The larpest stick required
is only 8x16x50, while the major portion of the order was for
6x16x36. These sizes scem small in this section, while the
irability of the casiern saw mills to Gl the order shows the
littleness of their timber.  1a the order for yellow fir the
sizes were reduced about 15 ptr cent. from the sizes hertofore
used.  The tests made would have warranted a much greater
eduction than this, but these tests have been comparatively
few, and it was not deemed advisable to make any more of 2
reduction thanabove.  The Northern Yacific cugineers place
the life of yellow fir for bridge parposes at ten years. Now,
taking the 135 per cenl. saved in sizes and two years more, {or
25 per cent.) gained inthe life of the timbers, an advantage
of forty per cent. is found o exist infavor of the fir.e In
addition there shotld be added another good per oent. for the
saving made ia relaying flooss, as four fir floors wrill last as
long as five pinc ones. We feel conficent then when
safficient satisfactory tests have been made to establish the
fact of the great strength of fir a further reducticn will be
made by eastern enpincers and architects whea baying to
teplace white pine.
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