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MILEAGE AND STUMPAGE CHARGES.
The new regulahions imposed by the Newv

B3runswick Government on Crown timber
lands bave noîv been ;n operation a year. It
'viii be remenibered that the annual charge wvas
increased fromn $4 tb $8 Pzr siquare mile, and
the stuntpage dues on spruce, pine and fir saw
iogs froni $i to $1.25 per inousand feet, and
on cedar fromi So cents to $1.25. The resuit
Of the first year's operations lias ciearly shown
thai. the advantced charges tverc intposed at an
inopportune lime, for te luînbcr industry of
New Brunswick is no'v in a vcry depressed
conditio-6. Wiî the higlh wages which have
prevailed, and the ftwed charges incident to the
ownership and Cutling of tiniber, the tomber-
men find it aimost impossible t0 operate at a
profit. 

*A delegation representing lte Ltîmbermen's
Associationt rccently waited on the Govern-
ment to ask that te ntiienge on tintber limits
be reduced to lte oid rate Of $4 per mile, this
rate to continue at least unjil te luniber
market intproves. It was poiîtted out that Ille
higlier charges tvere imposcd afier a few ycars
of prosperity in the lutuber tritde, a-id at a
lime wlien the signs pointcd to a reactioît.
Since then this condition bas been reaixed, te
prescrit seasoni being the most unsatisfacîory
that has been expeiienced for ntany years. Il:
is inost difftcult to place a cargo of lumber in
tîte British market, and, with the exception of
the cargoes that were soid during the carly
spring, very fetv shipments wvill be ntade 10
that nmarket.

The increascd mileage charges represent
abotut $40,000 atinuaiiy, wvhite the stumipage
increase amotqts t0 aIpproxinla-tely $43,000.
The total ;.- not a large atount, hut under
cxitsit conditions tc lumbermen cons!ider it
îh;ardship to bc compelied Io pay the highier

rates. As tt is tn tite interest of the Govern-

mnt as wvell as of the provitce that tite s.atv
and shiîtglc milis should be operatcd, it is be-
lieved ta tite Govere.ntet't ttill at least accede
to tite request for a iower ntilenge charge.

RED CEDAR SHINGLE DIFFICULTIES.
VThe sitingle milis of Britisht Columbia, un-

like those in Eastern Canada, can be operated
the year rotînd. Tite possible production is
the daiiy capacity multiplied by the number of
tvorking days in tite year. A comparatively
stnali nit wvili, in the course of twve i ontlis,
produce a cotsiderabie quanitity of siigles,
and during a portion of this produîctive period
tue consuniption of shingies is aitncst at a
staîtdstii. The large ntimber of îtew milis
which have been built %vithin the last three
years have a combined capacily greater titan
is generaliy supposed, and, taken in conjuîtc-
lionait ih thte oid establisied nîiiis, the output
bas been greatiy ini excess of the demand.
Overproduction lias resuiîed in a demoralized
market, prices having steadily wveakened for
sonie mntths past, tintil notv thcy are at the
point tthere the mnanufacturer's profit is en-
tireiy obliierated. Thtis is ail te miore regret-
table for the reasmi that the red cedar shingie
is it popuLar favor and litas aiways been in
good dentand. Tite North-West trade titis
vear has beeît particularly brisk.

Vatious plans htave Leen originated to
maintain prices at a reasc-nable basis and
prevent, if possible, seriotîs loss 10 the trade.
Titis has been lound difficuit: of accomplish-
mntt. The large nutum ber of smrait ntills %vere
a great source of anîtoyance and even saime of
the larger inanuifacturers did not adhere ta
association prices, s0 that it soon becatue a
qutestion of price ctting to obtain orders, and
there is now practically no standard prices.
Witcn busintess is bi isk and orders- plentifîi,
an association designed to regulate production
and niaintain prices may easity be kept la-
gether, but whien heavy stocks are being car-
ried for wvhich there is fintie demand, many are
apt 10 yieid 10 the temptation to break atvay
[rom ail unity wtih confreres and endeavor to
reduce the burden they are carry ing even if at
prices which represeîtt no profit.

How best ta handie the Ontario trade is a
proposition to1 whiclt the 1.C. shingle manu-
facturers have giveit mucit consideration, with-.
oîtt, apparently, arriviitg at a salisfaclory solu-
tiont. The appointnient of five seiling agents
far tite province wvas one of Ilte plans inaugu-
rated,but aller a test ul, was fouid impracticable.
Another propo>itiout itat litas been cotsidered
is the appoittîntent of a secretar> titrough
whose haîtds ail orders for the Eastern trade
should pass, lite in turn 10 appoint district re.
presenlatives whcre fouîtd advisable to do so.
By sonie il is bclieved that sucit a plan might
be successiui, but others, rememberitig lthe
fate of previotis efforts, are skepticai.

We mutîs coîtfess that te imntediate ouiook
for lte 1.C. sitingle industry is not promnising.
It will probabiy pass titrougli a period otf refor-
niation, during tvhich tume some of the weaker
manufacturers may succumb. Some nulis will
be ciosed dowit and probabiy dismantled.
Little nioney is likely 10 bc ruade by either
manufacturer or dealer. In tce meantime the

market tvill cxpand and a year or ttvo lience
pioduction and supply wvill get dloser together
and (lie business tvili once more bc on a sub-
staniial footing. This forecast is not very ac-
ceptable to those wtho have iîtvested their
moncy in shingle plants, but it is a fair state-
ment of the sitution, ail the more (leplorale
because brotight about soiely by the shingle
mntnîfact tire rs themselvcs ratlier titan by trade
deprcssion. Too maîty persans, tvith no ex-
perience and little capital, sougit to beconte
rich througli the operation of a shingle mili.
rThe craze for shingle niitnufacturiîig bas now,
tvc hope, spent ils force, and, disastrous as
have been the resuits, a useful lesson may have
been learned.

FIRE RANGING ON LICENSED LANDS.
The Governmient of the Province of Quebec

are about to adopt new reguiaîioîts looking to
the better protection of tiniber lands [romn fire.
Before fiîtai!y adopting the new laws il was
considered advisable to ascertain the viewvs of
the liniit holders, for which ptîrpose a meeting
was held in Ottawa recently. The suggestions
stîbmitted to the meeting by the Governnîent
were:

First. To increase the ire tax on limit
hoiders from 17Y2 cents t0 25 cents per square
mile.

Second. To increase the number of tire
rangers iromn 65 tc, loi for fire districts Nos. i
and 2.

Third. To require lunibermen to pay the
whiole cost of extinguishistg fires instead of
one-haif as at present.

The lumbermen agreed to the first and
second suggestions, but clainted titat tite Gov-
erniment should contintue to pay one-haif lthe
cost of extinguishing fires. The discussion on
the subject brought up the question as 10 the
relative merits of the Quebec systemi as coni-
pared wvith that existing in Ontatrio, and te
opinîion of ntany of the iicensees strongly
favored the mathod in force in Ontario. ln
titis province the government charges no tire
tax. The limit holder .is aliowed to name as
many fire rangers as hie considers necessary for
the s *afe protection of his limits, the cost there-
of being divided equaily hetween the Govern-
ment and the licensee. The rangers are
selected hy the licensees, but the Deparîment
of Crowît Lands reserves the right to reject or
remove anly person who j, they consider unfit
for the p6sition. Titis system i as provided
very efficient protection, th, limiit itolders fully
rea-ii;ng ils benefits and availiîtg titemseives of
ils operation. The number of rangers employ-
ed on iicensed tcrritory litas inicreased front
thirty-seven in iSS5 t0 two itundred and forîy-
four in 190.

A comparisort of the operation of the systents
in the two provintces leads one to favor the
Ontario systemn front the standpoint of both
efl'tciency and economy. Accordiîîg to the
last report of the Minister of Lant's, Mines and
Fisheries, the area of timber lands under
liceatse in the Province of Quebec 'vas 62,730
square miles. The number of ire rangers oit
this tcrritory wvas oîtiy !sevcnly-two, witereas
the fixed charges to be paid by license holders,
according t0 the rate of 17,q cents per squ:are


