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MILEAGE AND STUMPAGE CHARGES.

The new regulations imposed by the New
Brunswick Government on Crown timber
lands have now been in operation a year. It
will be remembered that the annual charge was
increased from $3 to $8 per square mile, and
the stumpage dues on spruce, pine and fir saw
logs from $1 to $1.25 per tnousand feet, and
on cedar from 8o cents to $1.25. The result
of the first year’s operations has clearly shown
that the advanced charges were imposed at an
inopportune time, for the lumber industry of
New Brunswick is unow in a very depressed
condition. With the high wages which have
prevailed, and the fixed charges incident to the
ownership and cutling of timber, the lumber-
men find it almost impossible to operate at a
profit.

A delegation representing the Lumbermen’s
Association recently waited on the Govern-
ment to ask that the mileage on timber limits
be reduced to the old rate of $4 per mile, this
rate to continue at least until the lumber
market improves. It was pointed out that the
higher charges were imposed after a few years
of prosperity in the lumber trade, and ata
time when the signs pointed to a reaction.
Since then this condition has been realized, the
present season being the most unsatisfactory
that has been expesienced for many years. It
is wmost difficult to place a cargo of Jumber in
the British market, and, with the exception of
the cargoes that were sold during the carly
spring, very few shipments will he made to
that market.

The increased mileage charges represent
about $40,000 annuaily, while the stumpage
increase amounts to approximately $43,000.
The total s not a large amount, but under
existing conditions the lumbermen consider it
a hardship to be compelled to pay the higher
rates. As it isin the interest of the Govern-

ment as well as of the province that the saw
and shingle mills should be operated, it is be-
lieved that the Goverrment will at least accede
to the request for a lower mileage charge.

RED CEDAR SHINGLE DIFFICULTIES.

The shingle mills of British Columbia, un-
like those in Eastern Canada, can be operated
the year round. The possible production is
the daily capacity multiplied by the number of
working days in the ycar. A comparatively
small mill will, in the course of twelve months,
produce a considerable quaatity of shingles,
and during a portion of this productive period
the consumption of shingles is almeost at a
standstill.  The large number of new mills
which have been built within the last three
years have a combined capacity greater than
is generally supposed, and, taken in conjunce
tion with the old established mills, the output
has been greatly in excess of the demand.
Overproduction has resulted in a demoralized
market, prices having steadily weakened for
some months past, until now they are at the
point where the manufacturer’s profit is en-
tirely obliterated. This is all the more regret-
tuble for the reason that the red cedar shingle
is in popular favor and has always been in
good demand. The North-West trade this
year has been particularly brisk.

Various plans have Leen origimnated to
maintain prices at a reascpable basis and
prevent, if possible, serious loss to the trade.
This has been found difficult of accomplish-
ment. The large number of small mills were
a great source of annoyance and even some of
the larger manufacturers did not adhere to
association prices, so that it soon became a
question of price cutting to obtain orders, and
there is now practically no standard prices.
When business is brisk and orders- plentiful,
an association designed to regulate production
and maintain prices may easily be kept to-
gether, but when heavy stocks are being car-
ried for which there is little demand, many are
apt to yield to the temptation to break away
from all unity with confreres and endeavor to
reduce the burden they are carrying even if at
prices which represent no profit.

How best to handle the Ontario trade is a
proposition to which the B.C. shingle manu-
facturers have given much consideration, with-
out, apparently, arriviag at a satis{actory solu-
tion. The appointment of five selling agents
for the province was one of the plans inaugu-
rated,but after a test it was found impracticable.
Another proposition that has been considered
is the appointment of a secretary through
whose hands all orders for the Eastern trade
should pass, he in turn to appoint district re.
presentatives where found advisable to do so.
By some it is believed that such a plan might
be successtul, but others, remembering the
fate of previous efforls, are skeptical.

We must confess that the immediate outlook
for the B.C. shingle industry is not promising.
It will probably pass through a period of refor-
mation, during which time some of the weaker
manufacturers may succumb,  Some mills will
be closed down and probably dismantled.
Little money is likely to be made by either
manufacturer or dealer. In the meantime the

market will expand and a year or two hence
production and supply will get closer together
and the business will once more be on a sub-
staniial footing. This forecast is not very ac-
ceptable to those who have invested their
money in shingle plants, but it is a fair state-
ment of the situation, all the more deplorable
because brought about solely by the shingle
manufacturers themselves rather than by trade
depression. Too many persons, with no ex-
perience and little capital, sought to become
rich through the operation of a shingle mill.
The craze for shingle manufacturing has now,
we hope, spent its force, and, disastrous as
have been the results, a useful lesson may have
been learned.

FIRE RANGING ON LICENSED LANDS.

The Government of the Province of Quebec
are about to adopt new regulations looking to
the better protection of timber lands from fire.
Before finally adopting the new laws it was
considered advisable to ascertain the views of
the limit holders, for which purpose a meeting
was held in Ottawa recently. The suggestions
submitted to the meeting by the Government
were :

First. To increase the fire tax on limit
holders from 17} cents to 25 cents per square
mile.

Second. To increase the number of fire
rangers trom 63 to 100 for fire districts Nos. 1
and 2.

Third. To require lumbermen to pay the
whole cost of extinguishing fires instead of
one-half as at present.

The lumbermen agreed to the first and
second suggestions, but claimed that the Gov-
ernment should continue to pay one-half the
cost of extinguishing fires. The discussion on
the subject brought up the question as to the
relative merits of the Quebec system as com-
pared with that existing in Oatario, and the
opinion of many of the licensees strongly
favored the mathod in force in Oantario. In
this province the government charges no fire
tax. The limit holder.is aliowed to name as
many fire rangers as he considers necessary for
the safe protection of his limits, the cost there-
of being divided equally hetween the Govern-
ment and the licensee. The rangers are
selected by the licensees, but the Department
of Crown Lands reserves the right to reject or
remove any person who r they consider unfit
for the position. This system has provided
very cfficient protection, th: limit holders fully
realiz'ng its benefits and availing themselves of
its operation. The number of rangers employ-
ed on licensed territory has increased from
thirty-seven in 18835 to two hundred and foriy-
four in 1903.

A comparison of the operation of the systems
in the two provinces leads one to favor the
Ontario system from the standpoint of both
efficiency and cconomy. According to the
last report of the Minister of Lan-s, Mines and
Fisheries, the area of timber lands under
license in the Province of Quebec was 62,730
square miles. The number of fire rangers on
this territory was only seventy-two, whereas
the fixed charges to be paid by hcense holders,
according to the rate of 173 cents per square



