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Anable Exposition of Conferdation
Arrangements.

SIR JOHUN AND MR. McCARTRHY,

Mr, Sgder. I need not assure the
House that 1 have no intention of
answering the hon. gentleman who
has just sat down (Mr. MoCarthy) by
any constitutional argument on this
subject, to meet the arguments put
forward by him. In rising at present
I simply sak permission of the tlouse,
and of you, Mr. Speaker, to deal for
a fow moments with the subject from
another point of view entirely—firat,
because 1 do not think that the line
which the hon. mewber has followed
was at all a proper line to take; and,
secondly, because 1 do not think we
have reached the stage when
‘we aro called upon to disouse the sub-
ject at any great length. I may eay
at the outset that while many of the
speakers who have taken part in this
debate bave slluded to the reference
made to this subject in the Speech
m the Throne as one calculated to
reate strite and enmity in this country
ere is one corsolation to every
adisn in this country who feels
st he is represented in this Parlia-
ment—ihat this Parlisment has time
and again given proof of ils ability to
deal with the most delicate questions,
and to deal with them in the most
intelligent and satisfactory manner.
We have had oceasion before to discuss
subjects which were calculated to create
divisiona and dissenaions in our cuun-
try that would have had conse-
quences Very serious to its peace, and
1 am sure that every member of this
House will agree with me, on looking
back at the record, thoso of us who
have taken part in them can vongratu-
late it upon the tone and the dignity
that this Parliament has exhibited on
all such oceasions. Therefore, Sir,
I {eel confident that the remarks which
I offer to-day will be received be my
fellow-members in the spirit which I
ix;tendltge:eli&er thgm. u!:1 the first
place, y the right or the propriet;

of the hon. member for Nortl? Simoo’e
(Mr. McCarthy) making the appeal
which be has made in this House and
in the country on the question of sepa-
rate achools a8 against common schools
because that question has not arisen.
The whole question with which this
Parliament has been or may be called
to deal, the question with which the
courts and the Privy Council have been
called to deal, is not whether separate
schools are to be established in Manit-
oba oc not  They could not deal with
such a question ; they were not cloth-
ed with the power to deal with it. The
whale question was: Have any rights
under the constitution under which we
live been taken away from any minor-
ity? And what has been the answer!
The highest tribunal of the Empire has
declared that certain rights have been

serious one. I want to say in the
name of the people for whom to somne
oxtent I have the right to speak, that
it was & gross act of injustice to the
Catholics of this country for the hon,
member for North Stincoe, as well as
certain newspapers and other promin.
ent gentlemon, all through the time
that the question has been under dis-
cusgion,to inflame the public mind by
trying to croato the impression that
the Catholica of this country have been
the aggressors, and have attempted to
force Catholie schoolsupon the country
and to interfere with provincial rights,
While I do not want to discuss the
question, beeause the time has not yet
comefordiscussinganything boyond the
remedial order which has been passed
lot mo say here that [ fully agreo with
the bhon. gentlemen who have precaded
me in exproasing the most earnest de
sire that the Legislatnre of Manitoba
will afford the remedy to the evil
created in that legislature by its own
act, and that the matter may not be
brought into this Parlivment at all,
I will not be so unkind a8 to suppose
for one moment that any hon. gentle-
man in this House would feel disap-
pointed at such a peaceable solution of
the matter. I would not do so cruel
a thing to any public man in the
country a8 to charge him with enter-
taining the hope that Manitoba might
not settle this question, and that it
might come here to be settled by the
Dommion Parliament, with the view
of oreating dissatisfaction and anxiety
in the oountry. We all tr.ust that
the remedial order, having gone tothe
Manitoba Legslature, will be dealt
with effectually by that body. We
do mnot all insist, as did the hon.
gentleman who last addressed the
House, that the remedial order placcs
that legislature in the position that
they must pay the last pound of flesh.
1f the hon. gentleman were in a pos:-
tion to say that the Legislature of
Manitoba had refused to take action
and that this Parliament was called
upon to do so—if Lie were in & position
to say that the Legislature of Manitoba
had offered any fair and reasonable
compromise, with the object of restor-
ing pesce and harmony, and that the
minority in that province had refused
sucha fairand reasonable compromise,
his argument might have some weight.
But I say that it is most unfair and
most ungenerous to charge the Cath-
olics of this country with the respon-
sibility of this agitation. There must
be a beginning of all things, and there
must be reasons for the exceptional
legislation to which we are obliged
to refer, and out of which this question
ws. Every hon. momber of this
m\m who is familiar with the history
of Confederation and the circumstances
under which Confederation was brought
about, knows full well that it who not
the Catholics of this country was in-
sisted on this exoeptional legislation.
We know that as a matter of his-
tory, a8 a matier of record, from the
discussions which took place when the
question of the ment and the
treaty between the different parties to
the ion was under cousider-
ation. When that was being oonsid-
ered by the old Cansdian Parliament,
the Parliament of U and Lower
Canads, what were the real facts?
The Catholies did not ssy: You
must give us oesrtain rights and priv-
ileges and make them permanent by

law or else we will not go into Confed-

cration. No; it was quite tho otber
way. It was the [Protestants, the
leading men in Parlisment at that
time, men liko the hon. Georgo Brown,
tho Hon, Mr. lolton, Sir Alexander
Galt—all the prominent men at the
time—who insisted, as tho ficst condi-
tion of Confederation, that the educa-
tronal rights of the Protestant minority
m Quebec should be protected and
guaranteed. At that time the Protest
ant minority in the province of Quebee
hiad cortain rights though not so ex-
tengive as those they now have. The
Catholic mmoruy in Ontario had cer-
tain rights under the Rl of 1864, but
more limited than those now enjoyed
by tne Protestant minority in Quebec.
It wus then declared by all these
ventlemen 1 have named that before
Confederation could take place at all,
tho Giovernment must bring in a Bill
dealing with the province of Quebec,
snd amending right there and then
the school law aa it then existed in
that province. The Protestantsleaders
i Parlinment were not content that
therights of theProtestaut minority 10
Quebee as they then existed should be
secured fur Confederatiun.  T'hey said:
That i3 not enough ; we want perfeet
and full control of educational tmatters
for our minority in Quebec, and unless
you amend the law now so as to give
us that fulland complete control it will
not be binding under the Act of Con-
federation. Therefore, that was done,
and let me say to the credit of the
people of Quebee, and their represent-
ative men, that no voico was raised
during that discussion objecting in the
slighetest degree to the proposal.
On the contrary, they said they
were willing to give that, and any fur
ther guarauntee winch the immority
might desire at the time. ‘1hen fol-
lowed the proposition that if you gave
to the minority in Quebec the protec-
tion they asked for on the educa.ionsl
question, why not give the same

uarantee to the minority in Ontario ?

hat was a fair proposition to make
at a time when the prominent men of
the country were assembled together
to Iay the foundations of a new nation
by uniting provinces with ditferent
interests, speaking different languages,
and believing different religions. The
fair proposition was then made to give,
on the other hand, the Catholic minor
ity in Ontario similar rights. I am
not going to find fault, I am not at-
tempting to draw a comparison in an
offensive sense betwcen the Protest-
ants and the Catholics at that tume,
but 1 simply state the facts as proving
the position I bave taken trom the
first—that the condition of things we
have now is not chargeable to the
Catholics at all, except in part, but is
simply due to the movement mado by
the Drotestants themselves to secure
protection to their minority in Quebec.
That was agreed to in the first place
by the Finance Minister, Sir Alexan-
der Galt, when he pledged himself to
it in his speech at Sherbrooke. Ile
was questioned in the House after-
wards by the Hon. Mr. Holton, who
seid :

The Miuister of Finanoe, in a speech at
Sherlrooke, had promised that the Govern-
ment wouid introduce a bill to amend the
schoo! laws of Lower Canada. The hosor-
sble geatleman must be aware that thia was
a questiot on which there was a great deal
o 'edm&ohﬁwhl&mid tho‘ v;n:

. og, oF .
l.:.n::::t olass, ofutbopopuhtiogn. e did not
like to istroducs amything of & religious
character into discussions of shis House,

but in debating the great changes which it
waa proposed to effect in our wyatem of gov.
eroment, tho effect of them upon that class
to which he referred nust bo considered.
Amonyg that clase there waa no phase or
feature of theav threatened changes which
excited 80 much alarm as this very question
of education. Well, the Minister of Finance
had said, with great solemnity, as having
the authourity of his colleagues for it, that
this sossion the Government would brin

down amcodmoats to the school luws o
Lower Canada, which they proposud eaact.
iny into law before a change of (iavernment
should take place, and which would become
a permancnt settlemient of the question.

‘That pledge wascarried out. Imay
quote further what the Hon. Mr.
Lietellier dv Saint Just said, and 1 do
this merely to show the apirit in which
this proposition was met by gentlemen
representing  different nationalities.
He said :

I have heard it sa1l that tha DP’rotestauts
of Lower Canada ought to be eatisfied with
their prospecta for the future, becaute we
have always acted with liberality towards
them. But that is no guarautee for them,
for we would not content ourselves with a
miers promise to act liberally, if we consider.
od that our interost or our 1nstitations were
threatened by a wajority differing in race
and religion fromn curselves ; and in any case
that is not the way to ensure the poace of
the country. 1f wo ostablish this principle,
we should esy to tho Catholics of L'pper
Canada that they ought ta be satisfied with
the lot which we provide for them. Whea
we make a constitution, we must, in the first
place, settle the J\oliﬁcai and religious ques.
tions which divide the popalatiou for whom
the constitution is devised; because it isa
well-known fact, that it is religious differ-
enoes which have caused the greatest trou.
bles and the groatest ditlicultiea which have
agitated the people in days gone by.

There were no two opinions on that
subject, that, in the best interests of
the country theso things should be
settled at once, 8o that friction migit
be avoided in the future. The Quebec
representatives, having conceded the
Protestant winority the right to so
amend the then existing law as to
give them full and complete control in
tlie matter of education in the Provinco
of Queboc, Mr. Bourassa, whom I
amn glad to sce halo and hearty in his
place todsy, moved an amendment to
the effect that similar privileges should
be extended to the Catholic minority
in Ontario. That amendwment, was,
however, lost by a very large msjority.
Mr. D'Arey McGee said that the Bill
of 1868, which had been carried, con-
veyed to the Catholics of Ontario all
that they had asked for in their petd-
tion, and he, for his part, had accepted
that as a finality, and therefore would
not ask to open up that question again,
unless special and further privileges
were granted to the Protestant minor-
ity in Quebec, in which caso he
thought the minority in Ontario ought
to be protected in exactly the same
way. Well, the vote was taken, and
only a small vote was_given 1 favor
of the motion of Mr. Bourassa, show-
Continued on Page 12.
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