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liR. COS1'IGAN'S SPEECi
An able Exposition of Conferdation

Arrangements.

BIR JOHN AND> la.veCCARTHT.

bM. Speer, I1txeed ual assurethue
Hanse tat 1 have no intention et
answerîngthue lhoungentleman vhe
bas juist est dovu (Mfr. -N! cCarthy) b>'
auy enttutiole largument an Ihîs
stîbject, le meet lb. arguments put
farvard b>' hitu. Inrtsing tg present
1 sumpi>' ak permissionoetthe floeuse,
and ef yau, Ur. Speaker, ta deii fer
& fev moments yuLh the subj oct front
anaîber pent et viev entirely-firet,
becmnse I de net think tat the line
wlih the hon. inember buasfeloed
was at ail à proper lino to take; and,
oecondiy, because 1 do net thiiuk vo
Lbave resched the. stage viien
lue are Wied upon te disants the suh.
ject miAtngoygreat lengtb. I Mausy
il the anîset that w'lii tany oethîe
speakers vite have taketi part in this
debato have illuded te tbe reterence
mnade to ibis subecet in the Speech

tunte Throne As eue oalculated te
reate strlle snd oumity in tii countiry

ere ileue consaolation to every
adian u itis ceuntry' vho ftel

aetlhe à@ rspresenled iu thia Parlia-
ment-ltaî thia Parlijment Lbu lime
sud agaun given proot cf is abilil>' tedemi vith te uMosLtdemi"itquestions,
and todemi yuiLtentin lb. Most
intelligent and saistacler> muner.
We Lave lamd occasion belooe te dion
subjects which were calclatd tocr.ste
divisions and dissona ions lu aur o<un-
try ltaI wonld Lave Ladceuse-
queuces ver>' serions te is peasce, and
1 amn sure tait ever>' member eft tis
Hanse yull agree villa me, on loekiug
Wok at therecord, Ihaofntus vho
have taten part l intrau congratu-
lat> it upon lte toansd ith. dignit>'
that tais Parlianient bua exhibitied on
all mch oceisons. Theretore, Sir,
I 1.01 confident thm tihe remarita hieh
1 affer le-day vil be received 'Le nu>
fellov-tnembers in lb. spirit vhich I
intuaîd te deiven tLem. In th. firat
place, I deny the right erthte proprieiy
of the liton. mnember for Nort Simoce
(M. MecCsnuy) makin the. appuil
viiehLehoasbuadme in tuas lieuse sMd
in the eonntry on tLe question et sepa.
raté achools as againsi common sciiols
becauso bhat question bas not mrison.
The. whole quégtion vith which titis
Parliameni bas been or Mnay Loenfait
te deoi, lb. question wyuL vhich the
courts Mmd lb. Privy Counseilbave bien
called tc denti lnot viietber separate
achools are l e Le4.tabuisied ini anut-
obs er net Tite> oold net demi viii
snob a question ; titey vire not clou-.
ed withthe power to deslvitit. Tii.

whoe qeston as:Have a>' ights
under tihe constitution under viich ve
live beentaken ava>' frontan>'y minerý
itl? Adviathasbeentbeaumwrl
Tiie bigLait tribunalfaitle.Empira bas
Juel s l certain iguts bave bees
akenavway from Qaminoty in ofeof
the. provinces. Th6inlthi ubole alb.
jeolia, dnet vietiirer arab "ol
ane bettir tuan ommSonaoula, or
whotethe .> aould b foroed o.nlthé
peoplietf Manitoa or net. But 1
vant ltut.a iMviittebohm gant..
znac on ansiier point, sad a rmoe

serions ene. I vaut te say in the
uare ef the poople for wluoni te soune
citent I have the riglit te speak, that
it wau a groaat ef injustice te the
Catlioliceofe this ceuntry for the hon.
mem ber fer North 8îrncoe, as vil! as
certain newapapors anad other promiuu.
ont gontlemuen, ail througi the tiîno
thati the question bas been under i-
cuuion,to inflame the publie mind by
trying te cresote impression that
the Cathelicaet this country have been
the aggremors, and have atteiniptod te
force Catholie icheolsupon tho country
and to interfèeo itih provincial riglits.
While 1 de net vaut to diseuus the
question, because the Urne lias net yet
cene for dscu mineau ything boyond the
remedil order vhàch ha. been pssecd
lot. met say hore that I fully agreo witiu
the bon. gentlemen who have prec.-dcd
me in exproasing the most carnest (de
sire that the Legisîuire et Manitoba
vili afford the reniedy tote cvil
crettted in that legisiatuiro by ts owîî
acti. and that the inatter may' net ho
brought into tItis Parljument at ail.
I viii net. Le se unkiîud as to suppose
for onc momnent titat any hon. gentle-
mai in this Hotqe vould tee didîap.
pain ted at sucla a peaceable sol ution et
the matter. 1 vould net de te cruel
a thing te any public mian in tite
country as te charge him with enter-
taining the hope that Manitoba miglit
net settle tis question. and that it
miglît cote ler. te ho settled by the
Dominion Parliament, wittlx te vew
of oreating disaatisfaction and auîîiety
in the oountry. W. ait trast tlîat
the rEmedual erder, baving gene to the
Manitoba Legiature. vii le demît
with effectua ily by that body. We
doet &Uaialinsist, as dia the hon.
gentleman who last adldressed the
Hanse, that the remedial order placcs
that legislature in the poition tht
they muet psy tihe lut pound et flesît.
If the hon. gentleman vote ini a posi-
tion te say that the Legisiature et
Manitoba Ladl refnsed te take action
and iliat this Parliament vas Waied
upan te do sa-if ho e o in a position
te mal that the Legisiature ef Maniteba
baid offered an>' fair ana reasenable
comprommivth tbe abject et restor-
ing peS ad harmony, and that the
minority itat province Lad rotused
auèh a fair ad ressonable campremise,
bis argument might have manie weight.
But I sy tixat iL ismeuot unfair and
mail ungenerous te charge the Cath-
olics ef this country wyuL uc respon-
sibiiity of this agitation. Thora muet
be a beginning of &Il things,.and te
muet be reasouma for the exceptienal
legisîstion tle vbicb vo armobligea
te roter, and out et vhich Ibis question
Uwu.Ev.ry heu. aomber oet fhisliuse vho in faiir yuL the Listor>'
otOonfederaton and the circumatances
undervwhich Ooutedermtion wau bronght
about, knovn ulli eli that it vho net
the. Catuholics of " ts cuatr>'vasuini-
iW. on tbis exoepiond l lgslation.

W. hov tai »a amatter ef bis.
tory, aa nu" or f record, froint the
dimsuaionswhieh bok place vien the.
quesation of the arment and the

troay btvm he ifféentparties te
the. &mhd.kratoa vauundor consider-
ati. Whou tha vau being oonsid-
ered b>' thé old CanadienParliment,
"b Parliaanent ef Up&.r nd Lover
CanadaWhat w terul ftct?
Tb@. Cath" liadid netsay: Yen
modai ve us certain righls and prir-
ilqus meMdate tii.m pernment by
1mw o cs. vv fl net 80go isCcnh

eration. No ; t vas quite tha other
way. It as flac Protestanîts. the
lcading men in Iarliaiiuît it thtat
unie, men iko the lion. fleorgo Blrown,
flue lion. Mr. Ilolten, Sir Alexander
(lt-all the pronimnent.men at the
tino-vbo însiatedl, ua4the Iist condi-
tien of Coufederatiout, uluîu. tu educa-
tuonal riglits oethfle Protestanutrinority,
un Qýucbec eliotuidbe jîrotectod 'tnd
guaratiteed. At tluut timtec Proteat
sut minorîty in ftic province et Quebec
liad certain riglits tliough net se ex.-
tensive as tihose they new have. Tie
Cathiolic minortiy in Onrtarie lad cer-
taini riglits under thîe 1 MI1oot1IR611. but
more imited ttin îose nov etjoycd
by tue Protestan ui nority inii Quebec.
ht wuis thiet deelared by &Il tîtese
gentlemuen 1 bave nained tliat before
Vonfederation ceuld take lace ut ail,
the Govertiient must briîîg ini a Bill
dealing witi the lprovitnce et Quebec.
and amûxîding righlt there and theîî
the schuoe l aw aua it thoie xistcd iu
that province. The lrotestLan t leaders
ini Purlanent vero net contenti ilati
tlîerights et thePrtestanut iiinority in
Quebea as the>' thîe\îsted siuould be
sccuredfor Confoderattuon. '1'ey sad:
That tsinet eineuglivo watut perfect
sud full control of educational moatters
for our nxiineruty ini Quebec, and unless
you amieid the 1mw iow se as te give
usg that ful ad compiu:te centrol it wil
net be bitiding under the Act of Con-
federation. Theretoro, tiuat was dene,
and let tie say te the credit of tie
people et Quiebec, anîd tiueir represent-
ativo met, titat ne voici, was raisedl
during tîtat discussion objectîng in thc
alîglietesti degree te thte proposai.
Oun the centrary, tlîcy said the>'
vere vîlling te gîveta iu, sud any fur
tuer guarautee whucli the inineritiy
miglit desîre at the titue. 'l lien foi-
lowed the propositien that if you gave
te the minenit> in Quebec the protec-
tien they asked for on the educa.ienal
question, vhy net give the saune

ý tirantee o t the nîinenity in Ontarioe?
bhat vas a fair proposition te make

a& a time vheri the proîiinent nuen of
the ceuntry were assombled tegethor
te lay the foutidatious et a îucv nation
b>' uniting provinces vitli différenti
ïntirets, speaking difféenit laxguages,
,tnd believirug difféenot religions. The
fair proposition vas then made te givo,
on the other band, the CatiLolic minar
ity li Ontario similar rights. I amn
net going te find faulti, I aux net at-
tenxpting te draw a camparison in an
offensive senso betveen the Protest-
antis and the Catboiics at tilati time,
but I simply state te tacts as proving
the position 1 bave takien Irom te
first-that the conition eft tliîgs vo
have uuew is net chargeable te the
Caihelies aIil, cîcept inh part, but is
simply due te thebo vemettmrade by
the. Protestants themsolves te secure
protection ta tuteir iutinît' uQuebec.
That was agre.d te in te final place
by tha Finance 3Ministen, Sir Alexan-
der G(lt. when lie pledged hfinisoîf te
it, in lus speech at Shprbrookc. lie
vas queetioned in the lieuse after-
varda b> the liou. Mn. Holton, vha
said ;

Thi. Minleterof Finace, in a %peech at
Sqb-fOkO, lid proaii.ed that Ose (ovetu*
nment voud liroduc. a bllIIt a anend the
«Sool lava of Lover Canada. Thie honor-
able geellemm mutai e avare that thisi.wu
a quiti«on e.whlob thmr.uva Rflea em
01 fomw laimin " »Ome ftosShe ev.c.
vnoetéimeEugihk.mpekiog, or t Pro.
,ttsiCli, «I th. population. 11li e t
1k. l i trodou. ayUing of a M400"eu
cbarawet la iemdlsaimaae of SidaHoc".,

but in tlebating the great change. whlch It
wisa preposiedti tct in ou ur wyatem of go.
eramrnt, the effroi of theiii upon that clame
to wlîichlî ie referred inuit bu censiîlered.
Aitong that clams there wau no phase or
(rature o! thue otlîroatentsà change@ whlch
exclted lamuch &latin ai this very qustionci
of education. Weil. the àManiîter of !nanoe
bail sad, with grcat auitinnity, seai Ia'ing
the anthority of- bit colleagîtefor it, that
thia tension the G(overament would bring
down amei2iliiinta to the. achw J&Jsano
IAwer Canada. which they propo.ud euiset.
ing loto law before a change of (.cvernneblt
illould take place, anîd wh lch would become
a permanent oettleitiettcf tho qucation.

'l'hat plcdgû tvas carriadout. i mav
quoto fairdier what the Ilen. lMr.
ILetel1ier du Saint .Just Bsia, sud 1 du
this increly te show thec spirit in which
this proposition wuan ut by gentlemen
reprcsenting différent nationalities.
HIe Baiad:

I have heard it maiI that the Ilretestauta
of Lower canada ought ta b. mat jmtled vith
theîr prosisecta for the. future. because we
have always acted wlth liberality towarde
them . But Iliat la ne guaratite for them,
for w. weuld not content ourselves with a
nier, promis. tu act liberally, if WC consider.
ed thst oUr Interdit or Du.r anatitations:were
throatened by a uniajority differing in race
anti religion f rein iourulvea ; and i n Y ca.
thast i net the w.>' ta ensure the poe. c f
the counîtry. If WoC etablimi' this princdpl.,
wu elloglday ta the Catholica of L'pper
Canada that they Olight ta b. aatimfied with
the lot which %ve provide fer themn. Whou
w. inake a consitution, w. mumt. in the tirnt
plaue. sottie the politicai and religions que.
tioca whjch divide the kopulatiou !or wbom
the constitution ia devised ; becana. it in a
weil.kuiown faci. that it ia religions differ.
ena.. which have Causes! the greateet trou-
bles and the greateat difficulties which hàve
agitated the people in days gene by.

There were ieo twe opinions on that
subjeet. thst, in the beut interosts of
the country theso things should hoe
settled -%t once. go thlat friction migit
bie avoided in the future. The Quebec
rcpregentatives, having oonceded the
Protestant îninority the righi. to so
amend the then cxisting law as to
gîve them fuîlsud cotupîcte control in
the ruatter ef education iin the Pravinco
of Qutebec. Mr. BouraRsa, wliom I
arn glad t ec Behale and hearty in his
place te ilsy. nioved an amendment te
the effect tlîat uimilar privileges should
be eîtended ta the Cathoie miinority
in Ointario. Tilat ameud-junt, vas,
however, lost by a very large niajoritv.
31r. D*Arcy McGee said that the Blli
of 186J3, whic bl been carried, con-
veyed ta the Catholics of Ontario aIl
tuat tbey baid asked for in thoir peti.
tien, and le, for bis part, hiad, accepted
that asi a finalit>', and theretoro vould
net ask te open up that question again,
unions spocial and turtiier privileges
vere grantodl te the Protestant minor-
ity in Quebee, in which case ho
thouglit the minority ini Ontario eught
te ho protectoi in exactly the saine
way. NWcll, the vote vas taken, and
only a sunail voeo as givon in favor
of the motion Of 'Mr. BOUrass, Show-
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