
Apnil sj, :886.] CANADA LAW JOURNAL.
GLAWVILLL

.e coru.
uis ap.
eth ' ng,
rfs be.

ýxperi-
wrote.
t pro.
bride
i the
,pro.

ýrd of

was
iife's
wife
mntly

en.

ver
his
1 it

lie-

no

te

son, however, in such cases was entitled
te the capital messuage, malcing corn-
petisation to the others therefor. The
rule ini faveur of an equal division between
ail the sons seems rapidly to have been
supplanted ini favour of the right of the
eldest son, so that by the tirne of Kîng
John even socage lands (except in Kent
were held to be descendible te the eldest
son only, unless the centrary were proved.
There was aise a difference as to, when
the heir of a knight and a soc mani became
of age ; the fermer net being of full age
until he had completed his twenty-first
year, while thé latter was esteemed of full
age when he had completed his fifteenth
year.

Another curieus feature of the law in
Glanville's tinte tvas the penalty attached
te the offence of usury. Usury, it ap-
pears, was committed whenever a person
entrusted te another any such thing as
consiste in number, or weight, or measure,
and received back more than he lent. So
aise, it tvas considered te be a species of
usury if a mani received lands in pledge
for a sum of money, and entered into the
enjoyrnent thereof upon an agreement that
the rents were flot te be applied in reduc-
tien of the debt. This wag net prohibited
by the Iaw, yet if any one died hav-
ing such a pledge, his nrsperty was dis-
posed of as the effects of an usurer. Now
the punishment of usurers wae rather
curictue, for it was net the =ustomn te pro.
ceed against any one for titis offence in
his lifetime. Se long as he lived apparently
lie had a locus pe;tit.entia, but upon it
being proved on the oaths of twe1v-- lawfui
men of the neighbourhood that he had
died in the offence, ail thei chattels of the
deceased usurer were seized te the King'e
use, and his heir for the same reason was
deprived of hie inheritance, which there-
upon reverted te the lord.

Glanyille net only discourses on civil
proceedings, but be also devotes tite con-

cluding book of his treatise te a discussion
of the crirninal law. For the offence of
mayhern, whichi signified the breaking of
a boie, or injuring the head either by
wounding or abrasion, the accused was
obliged to purge hirnself by the ordeal,
i.e., by the hot iron if a free mari, and by
water if he were a rustic. The triai by
ordeal was a very ancient mode of trial,
and seems te have been in existence in
England so0 early as the reign of Ina;
and we may conclude these somnewhat
discursive remarks by stating briefiy how
the trial by ordeal was conducted accord-
ing te the laws of Ina. The trial took place
in a temple or church. A piece of iron
weigliing net more than thrte peunds was
placed upon a fire, the fire beîng watched
by two men, who placed themselves on
either side of the iren, and who were te
determnine upon the degree of heat it ought
te pessess. As soon as they were agreed,
twe other men were introduced who placed
themeelves at either extremnity of the iron.
Ail these -%vitnesses passed the night fasting.

At daybreak the priest whe presided,
after sprinkling theni with holy water and
miaking thein drink, presented them with
the gcspels te kiss, and then crossed thein.
The service of the mass wae then begunx,
and frein that moment the fire was ne
more increased, but the iren was left on
the embers until the last collect. That
finished, the iron was raised, and prayers
were addressed te, the !Deity te manifest
the truth. Thereupon the accueed took
the iren in his hand and carried it the dis-
tance of nine feet: his hand was then
bound up and the bandage sealed, and
after three days it was examined te ascer-
tain whether or net it was it>pure; it
beintg accounted impure, and therefore the
accused te be guilty, if it should turri eut
te hatve suppurated ; if, on the ether hand,
the scre was found te, be healthy, the
accused was adjudged te be innocent.

The ordeal by water consisted ini the
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