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higher praise than that its author seems to me to have the better of 
Benjamin Franklin. He was answered by A Detection of the False 
Reasons and Facts, contained in the Five Letters entitled, Reasons 
for keeping Guadaloupe at a Peace, preferable to Canada, explained 
in Five Letters from a Gentleman in Guadaloupe to his Friend in 
London; in which the Advantages of both Conquests are fairly and 
impartially stati I and compared. By a Member of Parliament 
(London, 1761 ). The style and temper of this pamphlet are much 
inferior to the other. The author is blusterous, with perpetual re
course to italics and capital letters, and, though he convicts his op
ponent of occasional exaggeration, has distinctly the worst of the 
argument.

Meanwhile the well-known Israel Mauduit had published his 
celebrated Considerations on the present German War which, issued 
early in 1761, ran into six editions by the beginning of 1762, and 
was of distinct influence upon the conduct of the war. Mauduit’s 
thesis, that further prosecution of the German War was but a source 
of bloodshed and expense, and that we should weaken France by 
capturing her colonies, " not useless ones on the Mississippi, but by 
seizing the French islands, and holding their whole West-India trade 
in deposit for Hanover " ( fourth ed., p. 137) was obviously not 
without relation to the earlier controversy. It had to some extent 
been anticipated in an otherwise unimportant pamphlet of the earlier 
series, A Letter from a Gentleman in the Country to his Friend in 
Town; on his Perusal of a Pamphlet addressed to Two Great Men 
( 1760), which says, “ If we had not been so deeply engaged on the 
Continent, we might have extended our Conquests in the West- 
Indies even farther than we have done; and that St. Domingo and 
Martinico would, probably, have undergone, before this Time, the 
same Fate as Guadaloupe and Louisburgh.” The great danger from 
France, he urges, “ is her becoming our Rival at Sea ; Of this we can 
never be too jealous”. Canada is therefore of slight importance ; but 
she must be driven from the Newfoundland fisheries, and as far as 
possible from the Caribbean ; we must possess ourselves of “ her 
Fishing and Sugar Islands, which has enabled her to maintain so 
great a Number of Sailors ”. This thesis, developed by Mauduit, pro
voked a further crop of rejoinders, and the subsequent peace negotia
tions of 1762 produced yet another, of which a surprisingly large 
number touch on the earlier dispute. Of the pamphlets issued after 
the Considerations and prior to the peace of 1763 which discuss this 
colonial question, I have the names of 36, not including second or 
third editions and reissues, and a more thorough search would doubt-


