v CANADA: THE EMPIRE OF THE NORTH

of Canada’s most prominent episodes and actors is a matter of
rigidly excluding the extraneous.

All that has been attempted here is such a story — story,
not history—of the romance and adventure in Canada’s nation
building as will give the casual reader knowledge of the coun-
try’s past, and how that past led along a trail of great heroism
to the destiny of a Northern Empire. This volume is in no
sense formal history. There will be found in it no such lists of
governors with dates appended, of treaties with articles running
to the fours and eights and tens, of battles grouped with dates,
as have made Canadian history a nightmare to children.

It is only such a story as boys and girls may read, or the
hurried business man on the train, who wants to know ¢ what

was doing " in the past; and it is mainly a story of men and

women and things doing.

I have not given at the end of each chapter the list of author-
ities customary in formal history. At the same time it is hardly
necessary to say I have dug most rigorously down to original
sources for facts; and of secondary authorities, from ZPierre
Boucher, his Book, to modern reprints of Champlain and L' Es-
carbot, there are not any I have not consulted more or less.
Especially am I indebted to the Documentary History of New
York, sixteen volumes, bearing on early border wars; to Docu-
ments Relatifs a la Nouvelle France, Quebec ; to the Canadian
Archives since 1886 ; to the special historical issues of each of
the eastern provinces; and to the monumental works of Dr.,
Kingsford. Nearly all the places described are from frequent
visits or from living on the spot.
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