
THE RAFTS CASES.

Four ciiscs ul' coii.-^iduiablc! impuitaiico to tlio luiiibcriucii immI

to tlie ripanan propriotors nlow^ tlic St. Lawroneo and tlm

Ottawa Rivers have jii-t Itr.n diciili-d )>y tlic FTarbonr rmii-

inissioner.s ot Montreal.

The statute of the hite Province of Canada, 12 Vict. c. IIT,

sect. 7, declares that three members of the Trinity Ilou.se of

Montreal sliall have jurisdiction "to hear and determine all

^•matters and things rclatuig to <ini/ hcach of the Rlccr St.

'^Lawrence, or of out/ olhrr lircrs vuthiii the jni'lsdlctlon of
" the corporation .... as well as to hear and determine

^'- all offaicea committed (Hjainfit this Art, or against ani/ such

'• Bi/daws, Rides, Rrgnhifions, ur orders {of the Master, <Xf., of
" the Triniti/ Ilmise (f \fontiritl), by any jifrsou or persons

*' whatsoever."

The statute of the Dominion, 187.5, .'JO Vict. c. Gl, s. 2, de-

clares that " all and every the then remaining powers, authority,

"Jurisdiction, rights, duties, and liabilities of the said Trinity

" House of ^Montreal, shall become and be transferred to and

" vested in, and shall be exercised and enjoyed, assumed and

" discharged by the said corporation of the Harbour Commis-
" sioners of Montreal."

Under these statutory provi.sioii.s, llie plaintiffs in these four

cases were endeavouring to obtain the enforcement of two By-laws

of the late Trinity House of Montreal, and of one statutory enact-

ment.

The two lirst cases are ba.^cd upon section 8 of By-laws of the

Trinity House of Montreal, 18G0, sections 5 and 7 of 27-28

Vict. c. 58, 1804, and soot. 2 of By-bnvs of 18G1, which read as

follows :

Section 2 of By-luws o{ 18GI.—'-That all rafts navigating

'•' the waters, within the limits of the jurisdiction of the Trinity

*' House of Montreal, shall have ///' name of the Oicner or Owners
'^ thereof! legildi/ painted In httcvs not \cfis than eighteen inches

" long on both sides of a board not less than five feet in heig-ht

*' to be affixed to the (J<d>anc or other prominent place on the

" raft, so a«! to be easily di^coriiibl(\ under a penalty not exceed-


