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array, with Frazer's Highlanders. Before break of day ofthe 8th

June, the troops were embarked in the boats ; and, while the false

attack was going on under Brigadiers Whitmore and Laurence,

Wolfe's division, under cover of the fire of several frigates and

sloops, dashed boldly towards the shore, through a tremendous

surf, which upset several of the boats, and drowned a number of

soldiers. The landing place was defended by a large body of

French troops, intrenched behind a battery of eight guns. They

reserved their fire till the English came close, when they opened

with great execution. But nothing could resist Wolfe's impetuous

attack. He was the first officer to leap on shore amidst a shower

of bullets, and issued his orders with bis usual coolness and pre-

cision. Heading, in person, the light infantry and Highlanders,

he carried everything before him at the point of the bayonet,

pursuing the enemy to the very walls of Louisbourg. The town

was invested ; and, by a series of skilful manoeuvres on the part of

Wolfe, he mainly contributed to the final capture of the place.

His conduct throughout this affair was the theme of general

admiration, both in the army and at home, and tended still more

to raise him in the estimation of Mr. Pitt. That able minister

had signified his wish, when conferring on Wolfe the rank of

Brigadier, preparatory to Setting out on the Louisbourg expedition,

that, immediately after its termination, he should return to Eng-

land, instead of remaining with the troops abroad. Wolfe

accordingly did so, and the letter No. 12 was written after his

return. In it, he comments freely on the expedition, and does

not appear to have thought at all favourably ofthe plan of attack;

in fact, he says he anticipated a repulse. This letter is the last of

Rickson's packet, and is the more interesting, from being dated only

about two months before his departure again for America, on his

final and memorable campaign against Quebec.

The object of Pitt's wish to have Wolfe back to England was

now made known. He had determined to give him the principal

command in a still more important expedition which he had

planned ; it was to be on a great scale, and to embrace three dis-

tinct objects. The chief part, however, was the capture of Quebec,

the key to the French dominions in Canada. The plan, in all its


